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PREFACE

i vement, under the leadership of Quaid-e-Azam, was a pur.ely peaceful
ls)t?:l(;;sgt?: “I\//lllci)ch results into achieving Pakistan. To transform the new_ly-m(.iependent
state into a model welfare country, he provided a clear roa'dmap during _h‘S address
to the Constituent Assembly on August 11, 1947. Appointment of Hindu leader
Jogendra Nath Mandal in his cabinet and asking Pakistani Hindu families to make
Pakistan their homeland are some examples to highlight the Quaid's vision of peaceful,
progressive and prosperous Pakistan.

Alas, the great leader left us alone just after one year of independence. However, I
believe that we need to follow the Quaid-e-Azam's vision for the betterment of our
beloved country.

Media is very effective platform for awareness among masses. My participation in
various TV talk shows is to spread the message of peace and prosperity. In my regular
articles, I tried to cover almost all important topics including Non-Muslim heroes
of Pakistan Movement, PIA crisis, Syria, Abraham Lincoln, Qasur Tragedy, Chanakya,
Korea peace initiative, and Chernobyl tragedy, etc. I also emphasized the real
objectives of marking national, religious and world days.

Iunderstand that difficulties could be faced In the way to truth but courage to express
our views accurately is in the best interest of our beloved country and humanity as
well. My last year's compilation of articles has received Very positive response on
massive level. I am grateful to all of you who appreciated my sincere efforts.

Therefore, I am once again presenting compilation of my articles published in 2018
in the form of book. I also would like to have feedback on the book to know how
much I am successful to revive the Quaid-e-Azam's vision through my writings.

Warm regards,

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani
WhatsApp: 0333-2277370

——
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ident Donald Trump’s contro-
versial tweet about Pakistan,
1t is a mere coincidence that my last col-
umn of the year is also about Trump

Recently, the Foreign Office disclosed
that Trump, in a letter addressed 1o Pnme
Minister Imran Khan, has sought Pak-
istan's support in the Afghan peace
process. He emphasised that the US 1s
willing to explore opportunities to renew
partnership with Pakistan.

There are also reports in the US meia
that Trump ts planning to withdraw Amer-
ican troops that are based in Afghanistan
The possibility of the US pulling out of the
18-yearlong Afghan war has created
panic among the international comnu-

nity. However, Afghan President Ashraf

Ghani is of the view that 1he 'S with-
drawal will have no major mpact on
Afghanistan’s ability to defend iself
“These news reports are also bewng dis-
cussed in the local media According to
some analysts, the US is exhausted by the
Jong war and has accepted defeat ol the
hands of the Taliban. Some critics hive
claimed that the crumbling US econonty
is the actual reason for Trump's decision.
Drawing attention (o the history of
Afghanistan, some journalists have ar-
gued that 11squite difticult for foreign oc-
cupying forces to remain in Afghanistan
due to its unique geographical location.
This uncertain situation reminds me of
Rambo 1], which was released in 1988 In
the climax scene of the film, Rambo and

F
Friday, December 28, 2018
Tread with caution
: ~ the US commander were about to be e~ Year's Eve in 2017 and his recent letter to
Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani  feated by the might of the Soviet Army. - PM lnran Khan, the narrative i the same:
, But the Mujahideen warriors attacked the  do more. However, the positive change In
4 hen the year 2018  battlefield to save them. Later, an Afghan  US foreign policy could be an outcome of
’ !3 began, I'wrote an  child asks them to stay in Afghanistan.  the fact that the PTI government, unlike
B "] article in these However, the Americans cross the Afghan previous regimes, is conumnod_towards
 fy pages on US Pres-  border to enter Pakistan. strengthening national institutions and

The movic was originally dedicated to
the brave Mujahideen fighters of
Afghanistan. However, after %11, the end-
ing credits were replaced with: “This film
is dedicated to the gallant people of
Afghanistan”

 Pakistan has always tried to maintain
brotherly relations with Alghanistan. The
country opened its doors for the Afghan
peaple on humanitanan grounds. Unfor-
tmately, the Afghan leadership has al-
ways remained hostile towards Pakistan.

The shortest period of cordial rela-
tions hetween both countries was the Tal-
b era Mer @11 Pakistan had tned its
best o convinee the then Afghan leader-
slip to show Mexibahty m the interest of
achieving regional peace 10 the situation
had been setthed amwably, thousands of
mocent bves could have heen saved on
both sudes

The successiul ceasefire on the occa:
sion of Eidul Fitr this year showed the
commutment of the current Afghan gov-
ernment, under the leadership of Ashraf
Ghani, Lo ensure peace and prosperity.
This was also the first time that the Tal-
iban accepted  ceasefire offer since their
government was toppled in 2001. This re-
flects that the attitude of the Afghan
Taliban has changed over time.
Similarly, the success of the Bajwa
Doctrine demonstrates that Pakistan
has never fought for money but 10
PSUTe peace.

I we analyse Trump’s tweet on New

adopting a win-win foreign policy. There
is no doubt that Afghanistan remains im-
portant in our foreign policy. That's why
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi
visited Afghanistan on his first foreign of-
ficial tour to engage in dialogue with his
counterpart Salahuddin Rabban. :
However, the sudden withdrawal of
the US troops will have a negative impact
on the region. The presence of Daesh in
Afghanistan is alarming for regi oral coun-
tries and the Taliban. The Afghan situa-
tion is s0 complex that it cannot be solved
with the help of a letter. The [ must also
take all other stakeholders, mcluding the
Central Asian States, China, [ran, [ndia
and Russia on board to move Afghanistan
towirds peace and prospenty
In the past, Pakistan was hastily
pushed inta the Afghan war. But this time, ‘
|
|

we must first create anational consensus
before officially responding to Trump’s
letter, PM Imran Rhan ought 1o have an
oxelusive meeting with analysts and ex-
perts on Afghan affairs to devise a con-
crele policy. According to sone andlysts,
a peace treaty with the Afghan Taliban is
expected before April, prior to the presi-
dential elections in Afghanistan. In light
of these factors, Pakistan must be careful
and act wiscly.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
pakistan Hindu Councll.

Twitter; @RVankwani
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THENEWS

Monday, December 24, 2018

Merry Christmas!

‘Dl Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

ike other parts of

world, preparations

to celebrate Christ-

mas started in Pak-

istan with traditional zeal

and enthusiasm. Members of

the Christian community are attending

special services at beautifully-decorated

churches where prayers are also being

offered for the progress and prosperity
of Pakistan.

Christmas is held to mark the birthday
of Jesus Christ on December 25 every year.
Itis one of those important festivals that is
celebrated with cheer and happiness.
Christmas Day is a public holiday in many
countries However, many Sunday schools,
churches and communitics organise spe-
aal events to mark the Christmas, Simi-
lariy. homes, churches and shopping mall
are decoraied with Christmas trees. Like
other festivals, Christmas is also about
gathenng with friends and family to cele-
brate the holiday.

Literally, Chnistmas means ‘Christ-

mass’, and the day is being celebrated
throughout the world since hundreds of
vears It is anuniversal fact that every reli-
gon asks its followers to ensure peace, hu-
manity and hamony in sociely. The pur-
pose to celebrate any religious festnal s to
spread the postinve message of God. As far
as Chrismmas is concemed, I believe 1t also
reflects spintual message.

(m the occasion of Chnstnas, people
decorate therr homes and churches with
evergreen trees, whech are the symbol of
eterrzl Ife The presence of candles re-
minds that Chnst is the light of the world
Ped reflects the sacrifice of Chnst. Bells
are Linked with nngirg out news. This is

what ] learn about Chnistmas while inter-
acting with my Chsian {riends.

Santa Claus, also known as Father
Christinas, or simply Santa. is a legendary
figure, who is generally represented as a
white-bearded man wearing a red dress
and carries a bag full of gifts for children.
Before Christmas, children write letters to
Santa Claus, asking for toys for their good
behaviour. However, Santa Claus is known
a3 ‘Christmas Baba' in our country,

Pakistan has a significant population of
Christians who are contributing to society.
Historically, the first Anglican Bishop of
Lahore was appointed in 1877 under the
British colonial rule. There are also many
beautiful churches that were also built dur-
ing British rule. Saint Patrick’s Cathedral
was founded in Karachi around 12 years
before the War of Independence 1857.
Other prominent historical churches in-
cluded St Jaseph's Church Lahore, St An-
drew’s Church Lahore, Saint Mary’s Cathe-
dral Church Multan, the Holy Trinity
Church Sialkot, and St John's Cathedral in
Peshawar. [ believe that these historical
churches have the potential for faith
tounsm, attracting Christians from the Eu-

rope and Chaistian world to Pakistan.

Chnstians also played a pivotal role
for the success of the Pakistan Move-
ment. Pothan Joseph was also one of
those educated Christians who spread the
message of Quind-c-Azam in his commu-
nity. The decisive vote of SP Singha, the
Chnstian speaker of the then-Punjab As-
semkly, resulted to inclusion of current
Punjab inio Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam, on
Vanous 0ceasions, also promised that all
citizens of Pakistan would enjoy com-
plete equality of citizenship

On the oceasion of Chnstmas, we must
also acknowledge the remarkable contri-
butions of Pakistani Christians in every
field of lfe. Many of them are serving in
national institutions and other organisa-
tions. Some have received the highest

Justice A R Comelius was Pakistan’s first
non-Muslim chief justice of the Supreme
Court. On the defence front, the Pakistan
Air Force is honoured to have some great
pilots on board, including Cecil Chaudhry,
Peter O'Reilly and Mervyn I, Middlecoat.
Stmilarly, Sara Alfred, Sunita Marshal, Nir-
mal Roy, Ashir Azeem, and Benita Davig '
are some prominent names belonging to
mainstream media

Every year, I try my best to become
part of Christmas celebrations. The pur-
pose is to share happiness, promote inter-
faith harmony and express solidarity with
Chrisuan friends. However, 1 alvays en-
phasise that on the happy occasio: 5 of re-
ligious festivals - whether Christrr s, Fid
or Diwali - we must not neglect those
who are unable to celebrate happy m -
ments. In every religion, the greatest act
of kandness is giving charity to the poor.
Supporting others is such a good deed
that is encouraged by God.
[n my view, religious festivals also pro-

vide an excellent  opportunity to
strengthen our bond with humanity and
promote interfaith harmony. Therefore,
there is a dire need to declare non-Muslim
festivals like Chnstmas, Holi, Diwali and
Easter as public holidays for every citzen.
In this regard, | also moved a resolution in |
National Asserubly
Simularly, it 1s the responsibility of our
national leadershp that, besides issuing fa-
alitation messages m the media, they must
practically demonstrate interfaith har-
mony according to Quaid-e-Azam's vision
The government must consider for offer-
ing special bonuses and relief packages on |
the eve of Christmas and other religious |
festivals. Merry Christmas! ‘

The writer is 2 member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Council.

—

avilian and military awards. Honourable  Twitter: @RVankwani J ‘
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Friday, December 14, 2018

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

t was an honour for me
to be part of the group
that accompanied Chief

Justice Saqib Nisar to
Tharparkar on Wednesday.

Tharparkar is one of the
most disadvantaged regions of Pakistan,
where poverty, hunger and fatal diseases
are prevalent even over 70 years after In-
dependence. Some of the highest mortal-
ity rates among mothers and newborns
are reported in Tharparkar due to malnu-
trition and the unavailability of proper
health facilities.

Even in our modem times, Tharparkar
remains a backward region, where peo-
ple’s greatest goal is to obtain access to
clean water. Tharparkar's rich cultural
heritage is at stake due to the ignorance
shown by the provincial government.

According to a recent report, around
77 Tharis committed suicide this year.
Poverty is adding to people’s frustration.
Animal carcasses are a familiar sight on
the roads of Tharparkar. It is highly re-
grettable that even though the same po-
liical party has been at the helm in
Stndh for a long time, Thar was never
part of Its priorities.

Hailing from Tharparkar, I have ob-
served that whenever attempts are made
o brimg the plight of Thar's residents to
the antention of the higher authorities,
[2lse ctzms are presented. Thar's people

—

can now see a ray of hope after the chief
justice took notice of the crisis in the
desert region.

1 appeared before the chief justice dur-
ing every hearing of the case for the sake
of Thar's people, and made it a point to
present the ground realities to the
Supreme Court.

However, representatives of the
provincial government tried their best to
mislead the court by presenting unreal-
istic claims. According to the Sindh
chief secretary, the Sindh government,
in collaboration with civil society organ-
isations, also arranged medical camps
for Tharis, which were attended by
around 81,000 people. Interestingly, the
purpose of this initiative was not to pro-
vide healthcare, but to understand the
nature of the crisis and the health con-
ditions of women.

That is why the chief justice had to
visit Thar and witness the situation on the
ground. Much has been reported in the
media on how beds were arranged on an
urgent basis at hospitals.

The presence of plants with fresh
flowers in a water-scarce area raised
some questions. During our visit to Mithi
Civil Hospital, I brought the dire needs of
the emergency ward to the chief justice’s
attention. He also asked how the hospital
will cater to the needs of patients in the
event of an emergency as there were no
medicines were available at the facility.

The chief justice also agreed to visit
Diplo tehsil. The delegation was shocked

A visit to Thar

to observe the poor conditions at Koreo
Thakur. There was not a single student
present at the local school. During our
visit to a hospital, we were informed that
the X-ray machine had been out of order
for the last 10 years and no medical labo-
ratory at the facility was functional.

The situation of Tharparkar is beyond
the control of Sindh Chief Minister Murad
Ali Shah, and he has been unable to do
much. The performance of the Sindh gov-
emment is also called into question when
we consider that Rajasthan, a major por-
tion of the Thar Desert, contributes a
great deal towards India's economy. If the
region bears 5o much potential, then why
are the people of Thar forced to live
under miserable conditions?

The CJ's wsit will endorse the view
that the solution to Thar's crisis is to
prepare long-term policies. The imple-
mentation of these concrete policies will
enable Tharparkar to emerge as the cap-
ital of religious harmony, faith tourism
and cultural activities. In this way,
Tharis will also play an active role in na-
tional development.

The chief justice should ask the fed-
eral and provincial governments to for-
mulate an action plan for Thar prior to his
retirement. The people of Thar will al-
ways be grateful for that.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Council.

Twitter: @RVankwani
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Friday, December 7,» 2018

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

n order to mark its first
100 days, the PTI govern-

ment issued a review re-

port. The purpose was to
highlight the targets achieved
within this time period.

The ambitious 100-days agenda faced
criticism when it was unveiled three
months ago. This was even acknowledged
by the government during the ceremony
held on the occasion of its 100th day.
“When we presented the 100-day agenda,
our friends warned that we are creating
trouble for ourselves. [ admit that they
were night but we wanted this,” Adviser to
the Prime Minister on Establishment
Shahzad Arbab said

The government was fully aware of the
consequences. But difficult decisions are
essential for the betterment of our country.
I was also part of thus ceremony where
Prime Minister Imran khan maintained

that Pakisian is moving in the right direc-
ton and the government will definitely ful-
fil its promises. Every country sets its na-
tiona! goals to ensure growth and
prosperity. In our national history, past
governments made many tall claims but
were urnzhle [0 set clear targets. The PT]
ot anly presenied Its agenda for the ininal
10 éav. bex 2iso shared a performance re-
part wzh he pubbe
Every coe of us needs 1o adopt a realis
o ggroech i the brger erest of Pak-
sz. The oppasion st gpreciate the
ez o proermet. Pre VoS Imran
o o= wenaly etz hordles were
“per T rrésmerirg e iy pan.

Days of promise

The most important priorities set by
the PTI government include ensuring the
stability of the economy, safeguarding rule
of law, and creating a corruption-free Pak-
istan. It would have been easy for the pres-
ent government to turn towards the IMF
for temporary relief. However, Imran Khan
sought the support of our all-weather
friends, such as China, Saudi Arabia,
Malaysia and the UAE, to pull Pakistan out
of its financial crisis.

On the international front, the prime
minister responded boldly to the baseless
allegations levelled by Donald Trump. The
laudable decision by the present govern-
ment to establish the Kartarpur Corridor is
a major achievement that projects a posi-
tive global image of Pakistan as a peace-
loving country. The foreign media has also
praised the country’s political and military
leadership for this achievement. However,
the historic event could have been made
even more effective if we had gained ac-
tive coordination from the Indian leader-
ship and invited foreign envoys to the
groundbreaking ceremony.

[ was pleased that the PM asked the In-
dian delegation to not cling to history and
instead learn lessons from the past. This is
the right time to say goodbye to hostile
policies and welcome a new era of win-
win cooperation.

To strengthen the national economy,
the devaluation of the rupee needs im-
mediate attention. During the first 100
days, the Pakistani currency has weak-
ened considerably against the US dollar.
Regrettably, we are also unable to boost

our exports. The increase in dollar prices
could be beneficial in this regard. We

should study the economic policies of Pakistan Hindu Council.

some of the world's emerging economies

like China, Malaysia and the UAE. In the
context of CPEC, we should try to max-
imise bilateral trade in the local cur-
rency. The government’s austerity meas-
ures have also resulted in millions of
rupees being saved.

To curb corruption, properties worth
Rs11 billion were also detected abroad and
agreements were signed with Switzerland,
the US and the UK to gather information
on money laundering The independent op-
eration of NAB has successfully empow-
ered the accountability process. The gov-
emmment vowed to set up a Madina-like
welfare state. But it has so far been unable
to implement this model.

It is indeed an achievement of the PTI
government that the opposition hasn't
been able to create any hurdles. However,
the unwanted behaviour of the opposiuon
over appointing the chairman of the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee and standing
committees halted the parhamentary

process. Those elements that w-re i
volved in blockades on roads and high-
ways have been brought to justice during
the government’s first 100 days. This will
lead our society towards peace.

Self-assessment is necessary 1o Over-
come all obstacles and improve the gov-
ernment’s performance over the next 100
days. We must not forget that ume is pass-
ing quickly. By the time the next elecnons
draw closer, we will once again have to ap-
pear before the public. When that ume
comes, only our performance will decide
our political fate.

The writer is a member of the Nationa!
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the

Twitter: @RVankwani
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Friday, November 30, 2018

A step towards peace

Dr Ramesh lumar Vonioweni

‘ ednesday ~ was
| most important
| day of my life as |

witnessed the his-
toric groundbreaking cere-
mony of the Kartarpur Com-
dor. | am indeed honoured to be part of
Prime Minister Imran Khan's team that
performed the groundbreaking of the visa-
free corridor connecting Gurdwara Kar-
tarpur Sahib with Dera Baba Nanak in
India It is believed that Kartarpur is estab-
hished by Baba Guru Nanak 500 years ago.
On the occasion, Army Chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa, Minister for Foreign
Affairs Shah Mehmood Qureshi, Punjab
Chief Minister Usman Buzdar were the
most prominent participants. From the In-
dian side, Minister for Food Processing
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Minister for Hous-
ng and Urban Affairs Hardeep S Puri, and
Indian Punjab Minister for Tourism and
Cultural Affairs Navjot Singh Sidhu at-
tended the ceremony. A large number of
Guru Nanak's followers from both sides of
the border, journalists and foreign diplo-
mals were 2150 present
In his welcome address, PM Imran
¥ said that “The happiness ] see in you
todzy, If | were to explain to my Muslim
brother znd sisters, is that imagine that
yol ae standing [four klometres) outside
Madnz and cannot go in, and you are then
grven the chance o go. That is the happi-
néss 1 824 here” Kanarpur is one of the
i sared stk for the followers of Baba
s Naatk @ b played a crucial role in
s’y ths Wown and spent the Last 18
3 of e there Owing 1o his teachings

on humanity, harmony and brotherhood,
Guru Nanak was equally respected by peo-
ple from all religious communities. During
my visit to Kartarpur, I observed that his
Muslim followers were offering Fateha at
his grave while his non-Muslim followers
were praying at his samadhi.

Ialso exchanged views with visiting In-
dian media representatives, including
Suhasini Haidar, Kadambini Sharma, Ajay
Kumar (, Devirupa Mitra and Mandira
Nayer. During these discussions, [ main-
tained that the opening of the Kartarpur
border ought to encourage us to open
many more such corridors. I suggested
that the commidor must officially be named
the ‘Kartar Corridor of Peace’.

At the dinner hosted by the Foreign Of-
fice in honour of the Indian delegates, |
once again urged our guests to understand
the importance of peace and prosperity.
Citing the examples of relations between
Germany and France, North Korea and
South Korea, and India and China, [ em-
phasised that Pakistan and India need to
leam from history. *We must join hands to
enhance bilateral trade and cultural coop-
eration for the sake of the people in both
countries,” I said during my address. [ also
mentioned that our national poet Allama
Iqbal also paid rich tribute to Baba Nanak
in his book ‘Bang-e-Dara’.

It is painful that Partition in 1347 also

left two of the most sacred sites that are at-

tributed to Baba Guru Nanak divided be-
tween two newly-independent sovereign
countries. Gurdaspur, along with Dera
Baba Nanak, was allocated to India while
Kartarpur became part of Pakistan.
Following the migration of a large num-
ber of non-Muslims, Gurdwara Kartarpur
Sahib reportedly remained non-functional

for more than 50 years after Independence.
Occasionally, Muslim followers used to
visit the site to offer Fateha. It is also
widely believed that Baba Nanak was a
sufi saint who taught people to live in har-
mony with other communities. During the
groundbreaking ceremony of the Kar-
tarpur Corridor, the presence of Pakistan's
top civilian and military leadership re-
flected our firm commitment to give peace
a chance. The event offered a golden op-
portunity for the Indian government to
open-heartedly welcome this proposition.

In fact, the Kartarptr Corridor was first
proposed during former [ndian PM Atal Bi-
han Vajpayee's visit to Lahore. Today, the
BJP - his party - is in the central govemn-
ment an [ndian PM Narendra Modi has to
play a proactive role to fulfil Vajpayee’s in-
complete agenda. Indian External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj must heed Sidhu's
wise advice. In his letter to Swaraj, he
wrote: “when opportunity knocks, kindly
step up and open the door”. Unfortunately,
she preferred to participate in the election
campaign for the 2019 polls in India

The international community has now
realised that Pakistan has proved positive
intentions towards the demands for the
Kartarpur Corridor. The ball is now in
India’s court. In response to Pakistan's ini-
tiative, the Indian government of India
must also ensure visa-free access to reli-
gious sites for Pakistani citizens. The Kar-

 tarpur Comnidor will be more effective if it

facilitates two-way traffic to sacred sites
located in both countries

The wetteris e momber of the Natienal
Assembly pad patroa-in-chief of the
Pakdsten Bindn Coundl

Twitter: @HVankwani
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THENEXS

- Wednesday, November 28, 2018

Kartarpur: Corridor of peace

- present-day Pakistan, is one of of India, along with Dera Baba The famous saying "when there Kartarpur will emerge as an in-
I the greatest religious leader of Nanak city, situated on the is will, there is a way" once ternational symbol of interfaith
all time. There is a famous inci- banks of river Ravi. However, again proves itself true when harmony where most promi-

. By Or Ramesh Kemar

is childhood. Pakistan formally offered to nent religions of the world con-
Finally, the governments of dentattributed tohis open the Kartarpur border. verge. EcoSikh, a US-based

Within next few days, a resolu- NGO, has already proposed to
tion was unanimously adopted develop 100 acres of land
in the Indian Punjab Assembly, across Gurdwara Kartarpur
asking the Central government Sahib as a sacred forest in
to pursue with Pakistan on the order to promote eco-friendly
issue of Kartarpur border open- faith tourism. Timely formation
ing and seeking an uninter- of the Guru Nanak Internd-
rupted corridor from DeraBaba tional Interfaith Harmony Cén-
Nanak to Kartarpur. The ap- tre at Kartarpur must also be
proval of the Indian Cabinet our priority list. I believed thz
made the process more many other prominent orga
smoothly for finalizing the Kar- zations will also come forward
tarpur Corridor Project. Prime for the sake of this noble
Minister of Pakistan Imran cause.
Khan also decided to held  Wemustnot neglect the fact
groundbreaking ceremony on that there are also many reli-
November 28. gious Muslim sites in India,
In my views, journey of re- such as Ajmer Sharif. There is
ional peace and stability must also a historic Dargah, located
ot be limited to only one corri- at Raja Tal, adjacent to Wagah
dor. In fact, we must consider Border, inside Indian territory.
this first step towards right di- The Dargah is attributed to holy
rection for opening hundreds of Muslim Sufi saints, named
more peace corridors. Today's Hazrat Khidmat Ali Shah and
superpower the United States Hazrat Azmat Ali Shah Cur-
was once very much hostile rently, there is no local Moskm

|India and Pakistan decided to At the age of eleven years, boys

celebrate the 330th birth an- Of his caste were asked to wear merged

e Gl St
‘aintly in a very unique and his- themselves from OLMers.

& Nanak refused, urging that a
toric manner. This is really very person should be distinguished
pleasant surprise that both hos-

by his values, and his good

tile sides agreed to establish | deeds could be more important,

Kartarpar Carridor allowing In- | rather than just wearing by a
dian devotees far visa-free entry

to Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib. This is a fact that all reli-

The founder of the Sikhism, gjmmdphibsophmmkedto

Guru Nanak, born in 1469 at | spread the message of manldnd,

- eliminate hate and combat so-

cial evils. Being a spiritual

thinker, Baba Guru Nanak also

form of extraordinary poetry in
Gurumukhi language. He be-
lieved that there is only one God

community

who listens to everyone, and all Nanak
human beings must have direct shrine for offering Fateha The
access to God. He taught that historical site is visible from
every person is equal and re- other side of the border, where
spectable, regardless of caste or Indians gather in large numbers
gender. He also started a diverse to perform Darshan, sacred
kitchen, known as viewing of the site through mi-

historic Kartarpur town, across
the other side of river, was
in to Palkistan.

Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib
is just few kilometer away from
Indian side, but the bitter bilat-
eral relation between both hos-
tile countries made impossible
for Indian devotees to visit the
holy place for many decades.
Even today, they have to came
Lahore via Wahgah Border after
fulfilling all visa complexities.
Then, they have to travel to-
wards Narowal which is almost
130KM away.

After the partition, Gurd-

expressed his thoughts in the wara Kartarpur Sahib also re-

mained completely abandoned

for more than 50 years. How-
ever, Muslim devotees of Guru g

continued to visit the

Langar, inviting all people to croscopes.
dine together. The Kartarpur corridor was
His teachings of peace, love, first proposed in the 1990s.
harmony and humanity, made After 19 years, the Kartarpur
him equally respectable in the border issue emerged in news
eyes of all religious communi- headlines when minister from
ties. To promote interfaith har- Indian Punjab Navjot Singh
mony and message of love, he Sidhu joined the oath taking
used to travel frequently. He ceremony of his friend and
also visited holy sites of Mecca newly elected Prime Minister of
to show solidarity with Mus- Pakistan Imran Khan this year
lims. in . Both are former leg-
It is believed that Guru endacy cricket players. He was
Nanak spent his last 18years in highly criticized by Indian
Kartarpur, present-day Pak- media for hugging the Pakistani
is}m'ﬂﬁsisdleplace where he Army Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa
himself practiced his religious during the ceremony. Sidhu, on
philosophy and also breathed his return, informed that Pak-
his last. He was so near and _istan Army Chief had conveyed
gﬁartoll;e_amofeveryone that message to him that Pakistan is
religious  communities going to open the visa-free Kar-
wanted to perfbrm his last rites tarpur border for the occasion
according to their faiths. Even  of the 550th birth agniversary of
today, his Muslim followers Baba Guru Nanak

and families in a very brutal municati
manner but also the most sa- and men(l)ack of trust

used to offer Fateha to his ‘It was a dream co .
grave while Non-Mu;Xim follow- Sidhu expressed his zignu;
ers pay tribute at his Samadhi. He also cited the holy Vedas to
Interestingly, both are located emphasize the importance of
at Gurdwara Kartarpur Sa!ub keeping communication chan-

Tragically, t{ng partition in nels open. According to the
1647 not only divided the land Vedas, when there is no com-

n, there is suspicion

against black people and there
was clear societal discrimina-
tion among two segments. The
US President Abraham Lincoln
played pivotal role to end slav-
ery and to move the country to-
wards peace and prosperity. He

population there and it is
possible for Pakistani vi
across the border to visit in
presence of border fence, b@
local Non-Mostim communiti
keeping tr2 Muslim Suff tredi
tions alive

advised that instead of involv-
ing ourselves in to unnecessary
tussle, one must put efforts to
resotve conflicts in peaceful
and amicable ways. Similarly,
European countries, who were
once enemies to each other, are
now united under the umbrella
of European Union. Most re-
cently, both Koreas, have offer
hand of friendship for the best
interest of region.

Today, I believe that
preacher of peace and human- .
ity Guru Nanak would be very devoteesin 2 similar
happy, if alive, to find that after 3
along period of 70 years, finally
people of Pakistan and India ‘e mentallly
also understand the importance field of life, even this mELC
of connecting people and serv- leads towards v
ing humanity. The credit equally and weapors T Kar
goesto civiland military leader- while imangoratiog 0° o
ship of both countries. This tarpur Corridas, b8 &7 G-
peace corridor is also ray of must sit together 10

1 hope that Indian govern-
ment will show same positive
gesture :zllowing Pakistani
devotee: who want to visit
such hisicrical religious Dar-
gahs, lasids, and Mazars.
Similart,, Palistzn, in onder o
promote [arth tourism, must
also corsidar opening of Hiv
graj Temple in Balochistas,
Shri Arandpur Temple Tefth
Khyber Pakhiumkhwa and
other reSgions sites across e
country for facilitating Hindu

imilar way. [0
ership

hope for the divided families of stand wkat G122t 8

cred places attributed to great  This was sy 2Ppens  Kashimir iving both sides. - Abrahar Lece? L #

Baba Guru Nanak. The extee was indeed most im- Onthehjswﬁcocmionofmﬁbim'ml e

Gurdaspur disrict became part mnewsofﬂte dayandun- groundbreaking of Kartarpur mymwﬂ'ﬂj '
le for many as well. Corridor, let's pray jointly that them my friesds”™

__
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Dignity in work

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

oday, the people of

Japan are celebrating

Labour Thanksgiving

Day. The annual na-

tional holiday is dedicated to the

positive contributions of workers and pro-
doction staff for Japan's betterment.

Historically, the day was originally
known as Niiname-sai, linked to a Japan-
ese ancient harvest fesiival It is believed
that the celebrarions were initiated by the
emperar of Jzpan thousands of years ago,
with prayers for a prosperous new year.
The celebredons were usually held in the
imperizl palace and various shrines. Dur-
ing the traditional ceremony, the emperor
used to be the first one to taste rice from
thar year’s harvest to appreciate the hard
work done by farmers.

In modern history, Labour Thanksgiv-
ing Day was observed in Japan after World
War IL It is a bitter truth that the Japanese
were treated brutally by the Allies during
World War I Japan faced the most homrific
nuclear attacks on Hiroshima and Na-
gasald in August 1945. The nuclear bomb-
ings resulted in the killing of around
200,000 civilians. The exact details of
tragedies are still unknown.

The Japanese armed forces were quite
active against the enemy. Even the Japan-
ese Navy Air Service conducted a success-
ful surprise strike against the US naval base
at Pearl Harbor. Japan was capable enough
to respond to nuclear attacks on its cities.
However, the Japanese decided to give up,
just after six days of nuclear bombing, to
save more lives on both sides. The coun-
try’s leadership signed the Japanese Instru-
ment of Surrender, which resulted in the
end of World War I and the occupation of
Japan by the Allied Powers, led by the US.

The new constitution, also known as
the ‘Peace Constitution', was implemented
in Japan. The preamble states that: “We,
the Japanese people, desire peace for all
time...We desire to occupy an honoured
place in an international society striving
for the preservation of peace, and the ban-
ishment of tyranny and slavery, oppression
and intolerance for all time”.

History reveals that Japan once again
emerged as an independent and sovereign
country on the world map after a few
years. Interestingly, the US, which had
once bombed Japanese cities, became its
ally. The Japanese leadership decided to
keep its focus on the rehabilitation and re-
construction of war-tom Japan through
the active support of the Allies.

Various political, military, economic,
and social reforms were introduced. On
the intemational front, Japan struggled to
establish cordial diplomatic relations with
other countries. The brave Japanese peo-
ple accepted the challenge to transform
their beloved country into a strong democ-
racy and the world's leading industrial
power. Most Japanese people were now in-
dustrial workers instead of farmers.

Niiname-sai was re-established as
Labour Thanksgiving Day. It was first cele-
brated in 1948 to encourage workers to
play a productive role in creating a new
Japan. On this day, different events are or-
ganised across the country. One of the
largest events is the Nagano Labour Festi-
val, supported by labour organisations, to
raise awareness about issues affecting the
environment, peace, and human rights.

All government offices and schools
remain closed to honour the hard work
performed by labourers. Schoolchildren
are encouraged to make drawings and
present them to workers in their commu-
nity. On this national holiday, a large
number of Japanese people spend qual-

ity time with their family and friends.

Today, Japan is one of the world's
largest economies. There is a long list of
globally-recognised Japanese companies
and brands in the automobile, electronics,
video games and high-tech industries.
These companies include Toyota, Suzuki,
Honda, Yamaha, Sony, Panasonic, Fyjifilm,
Casio, Kenwood, and Sega.

The Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), a government agency, is
also playing a pivotal role to ensure eco-
nomic and social growth in developing
countries. The agency is also cooperating
with Pakistan to eradicate polio, develop
infrastructure, build power transmissions
and, strengthen domestc industies.

On the occasion of Labour Thanksgiv-
ing Day, we can leam many lessons from
Japan. First) culturally-rich nations never
neglect ther traditions. Second, there isno
permanent enemy in intermatonal diplo-
macy. Third, a true leadership always gives
priority to nadonal interests. To safeguard
peace, there is absolutely no harm in re-
viewing policies in the best interest of the
country and its people.

We need to work tirelessly - just like
the Japanese did. We have to define our
foreign policy to present our viewpoint ina
better and effective manner. This can only
happen if Pakistan manages to emerge asa
strong economy. For this purpase, we have
to focus on bilateral trade and joint ven-
tures with the international community.
We must understand that working people
are the engine of the national economy.
Therefore, solid steps to ensure their re-
spect and dignity must be taken on the in-
dividual and government levels.

The writer is a member of the National
Asumblyandpmnn-lndkfufﬁt
Pakistan Hindu Coundl

Twitter: @RVankwani

)

\—

07

Scanned with CamScanner


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

THENEWS

SAturday, November 17, 2018

Tools for tolerance

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

e
\

he International Day
for Tolerance was
observed on Novem-

ber 16 to raise
awareness about the impor-

" tance of tolerance for a
peaceful society. In today’s globalised and

mterdependent world, all of us are aware
that human societies are diverse. There
are comntless differences between peo-
ple. Bowever, the quality that allows us to
accept that other people have the right to
say and do as they please is known as tol-
erance, In simple words, tolerance does-
n't mean agreeing with other people. In-
stead, it involves with disagreeing with
others in a respectful manner.

We must understand that when people
are naturally diverse, differences of opin-
ion are bound to exist. We have to respect
their viewpoint because only tolerance can
ensure the survival of humankind. When-
ever we don't tolerate others, a hostile sit-
uation is created.

History bears witness to the fact that
such hostilities will always have a negative
impact on everyone. The attack on Iraq by
the US and the crisis in Syria are some ex-

amples of intolerance. It is believed that
the'main motive behind the world wars
was an intolerant attitude towards op

nents. It s historical fact that all those so-
cieties where the level of tolerance re-
maitied low have failed to survive. People

in these societies could never enjoy peace.
In our society, Mashal Khan's murder,

attacks on minorities, and other horrific
social crimes also reflect the rising degree
of intolerance. However, transforming our
beloved country into a tolerant one is my
ultimate objective. On various platforms,
have stated that if we want to move Pak-
istan towards peace, we need to follow
Quaid-e-Azam's vision by adopting toler-
ance in every sphere of life. Various an-
cient philosophers, including Aristotle,
Socrates, Chanakya, Confucius and Plato,
have also advocated tolerance.

Every religion urges its followers to
adopt a tolerant lifestyle. In Hinduism, tol-
erance is believed to be the most powerful
weapon to combat challenges. In Islam,
exercising patience is accorded impor-
tance. Similarly, the teachings of Christian-
ity, Judaism and Buddhism focus on pro-
moting tolerance.

Meanwhile, the followers of intoler-
ance gradually lose the ability to differenti-
ate between good and evil. Such people
only value those elements that support
their viewpoints. A recent example can be
seen in the reaction to the Supreme
Court's verdict in Aasia Bibi's case. The
chaos that ensued sent a negative message
to the international community that Pak-
istan dogsn't respect rule of law.

During such tragic events, the Pak-

po- - istani media should responsibly report in-

cidents while giving top priority to the na-
tional interest, [ am also leading a social
campaign to promote tolerance and reli-

gious harmony in Pakistani society under
the platform of the Tolerant Pakistan
Media Network. The motive behind this
initiative is to encourage journalists to
promote mutual respect within Pakistani
society and the rest of the world. I invite
media organisations and educational insti-
tutes to join hands with us and deliver spe-
cial lectures on tolerance.

The common characteristic of all suc-
cessful people is that they have imple-
mented tolerance in their lives. I have to
face my political opponents on a daily basis
on different talk shows and during my 16
years of parliamentary struggles, I was crit-
icised on various occasions. But [ have -
ways treated my opponents with respect
and accepted their criticism with asmile. A
difference of opinion with others is natural
But it should be exercised within moral
and cultural limits. My endurance has
helped me maintain good relzfions withal
stakeholders in society, even though [ be-
long to a non-Muslim community.

We should also consider making les-
sons related to patience and endurance
part of the school curriculum so that chil
dren are taught about the importance of
tolerance, forgiveness, patience and en-
durance to lead a balanced life. To ensure
a peaceful society, all of us must imple-
ment tolerance in our lives.

The writer is a member of the Nationt!
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Findn Coundl

Twitter: @RVankwani
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Festival of lights

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

wali, the festivd
of hghts, wns cvde
brated across the
country on
November ¢ with tradional
enthnsiasm U is ane of the
mast mponant rebgots fistivals for [\ak-
tstan’s Hindu conumunity
To commemoralte the oceaston. | or-
ganised an event s my residence on 1he
night of Diwali | am grateful {o Senate
Chairman Sadigq Sanyrni and Nationd As-
sembly Speaker Asad Gaser [or attending
the Diwal celebrations at my residence
The presence of parbamentary leaders
from both houses senl a pusitive message
of peace and prospenty. A majonty of
Pakistanis befieve in 1olerance and reli-
gious harmony
The patnatie hndu commumty con-
siders Pakistan to be the beloved mather-
land (dhartt mata). On thus occasion, the
community offered special prayers for
peace and prospenty in Pakistan This ts
the spirit that the intemational conumunity
must gel to sce on this Diwali The media’s
outtanding Diwah coverage wlso needs to
be lauded. In Pakastan, the largest Hindu
communty resides in Tharparkar, Sindh,
As a resull, the Pakistan Hindu Conneil
decided (o start the [hwah celebrations
from Tharparkar by providing food and ra
ton bags and distnbuung Rs25 lakh
among the needy
An event wus hek! last rught in Islam.
abad to celebrate Diwali and another one
will be held on November 10 in Karachl.
Similay events will be ofserved in different
parts of e country (o commetnorale the

oceasion Tradionally, Dwall s an an-
cient Hindu Testival That hag been cele-
brated far thonsands of yeare 1 sually
falls botween mud-October and mud-
November [hwali 18 also pronnunced as
Dhipawall’ - a Sansknt word that means
‘rows of hghts” On Diwai, the Hindw com-
ity adoms their homes, temples and
streets with festive lghts This is why the
evient 15 also roferred 10 a8 the festival nf
light=

On the night before Thwal, people
make special arrangements to ensure that
{liear houses are clean and any renovatlons
ad repairs are duly carred out Gifis are
exchanged amang friends and relatives
and various kinds of sweets are distnbited
among family and mends.

Every religious event ighlights a pest-
tive message. Diwab reflecis tie vietory of
hight over darkmess, good over evil, and op-
timism ever pessimism

According to the Ramayana, when
Ram, his wife Sita and brother Lakshman
retumed to Avodhya afler spending 14
years in exile w a forest, locals deeorated
their homes with lights and distributed
sweets o celebrate thelr retum

The festival reminds us that a good per-
sont may have o face countless hurdles, but
no matier how strong hus opponents are, he
will trumph over them. This is also & feqson
for mrvane to not lose hope in the face of
life's struggles.

Many countnies - including India, F\ji,
Guyang, Malaysia, Muuritius, Myanmar,
Nepal, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Suriname, and
Trinidad and Tobago - announce an official
holiday on Diwali

A8 i parfiamentartan, [ tried to push for a
legisiation to declare an officlal holiduy on
Diwali in Pakistan. Now, government de-

partments in Swedh and Panab have started
announe mg a hobelay for Hindn employers
on Disadi Hoawever, there shondd be a na
nonal hehiday for sch religous feuvals
This gesturr wall promaote mterfath har-
mony, budd a stronger inderstanding abost
oher Guthe, and eneoimage propde celebrat-
g trgrther

The purpeew of Eud, Thwali or Chastius
ealrbrations & to bnng smules an people’s
faces On Dhwah, we must proside fruneoal
ussitance to the poar so that thry can 250
celebrdo these framvas s a tradinon that
nich Mindu Isi=smen offer an extra one
months salary o their employess asa Dr
wali boms Senilary, i mmber of dscaunts
are bemng offend on vanots prudints

The Pakstan Hindu Council 1s taking
solid steps 1o ensure the partapaten of ne
glected segments of saciety in sacred
events. Such gestures of kndness will have
a positive impact nn sociefy as 4 whole.
That's why Palastan’s [lindu conununty
also arranges mass widdings every year for
hundreds of poor conples The registradon
process stans every year on Diwali The
next annual mass wadding ceremony, the
L1th one so far, will be held on January 6,
019in Rarach

There is a pressing need 10 help the
new generation realise that the Palastan
was credted to ensure a peaceful soclety
where every citizen, regardless of whether
they belong to a minority or majority
group, will have the freedom to contribute
towards the country's betterment. Happy
Diwali!

The writer ls a member of the Natioaal
Assembly and patron-in-chisf of the
Pakistan Hindu Comndl

Twitten @RVankwan)

J

09

Scanned with CamScanner


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

THENEWS

Friday, November 2, 2018

——

-llr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

irst of all, T would
\ like to thank my
readers for their
, pasitive feedback on

'my last two articles. One

.reader has asked about the
guidelines that ancient philosopher
Chanakya has provided for employees.
believe that Chanakya, in his books
‘Arthashastra’ and ‘Chanakya Neeli',
had described the principles that every-
one should follow to achieve success.

According to Chanakya, like a busi-
nessman whose strength is in his money
or a couniry whose strength is associ-
ated with its armed forces, the strength
of a professional lies in his/her qualifi-
cations, efficiency and loyalty. If an em-
ployee sets his/her professional life on
these principles. he/she will surely be-
come successful.

I believe that the government of Pak-
1stan must establish a university named
after Chanakya A memorial monument
must be built on the site in Taxila where
he once used to teach his students thou-
sands of years ago.

This goodwill gesture will not only
project a positive, education-friendly
image of Pakistan, but will also become
a spurce of attraction for all of
Chanakya's fans throughout the world
who,want to visit his birthplace to pay
tribute to him and conduct research or
make a documentary on the ancient

philesopher.

This step will further promote faith
tourism - the topic of one of my articles
that geceived an overwhelming response.
[n this article, I had highlighted that Pak-
+1an holds significant importance for the
i ioyvers of four major world religions:
:i.nuism, Islam, Sikhism and Buddhism,

-

Faith and tourism

In this regard, one of my readers com-
mented that many historical churches
were also built during British rule in
India. Saint Patrick’s Cathedral was
founded in Karachi around 12 years be-
fore the War of Independence in 1857.
Other prominent historical churches in-
cluded St Joseph's Church Lahore, St An-
drew's Church Lahore, Saint Mary's
Cathedral Church Multan, the Holy Trin-
ity Church Sialkot, and St John's Cathe-
dral in Peshawar. These historical
churches have the potential to attract
Christians belonging to the UK and other
parts of Europe.

During the recent visit of a delegation
of the European Parliament to Islamabad,
someone told me about the European
Network for Religious Places of Worship.
The EU-funded organisation aims to con-
nect various likeminded institutions, gov-
ermnment departments, NGOs, charities,
and religious and university departments
to protect religious heritage across Eu-
rope. Furthermore, it is determined to
convince policymakers about the socioe-
conomic importance of sacred sites.

Despite having so many historic reli-
gious sites, Pakistan lags behind in terms
of faith tourism. The Evacuee Trust Prop-
erty Board (ETPB), which was estab-
lished to look after sacred sites and prop-
erty belonging to non-Muslims, urgently
needs to be restructured to play an effec-
tive and efficient role. The Supreme
Court has already ordered that the chief
of the ETPB should be appointed from a
minority community,

The future ETPB chief must be given
the task Lo take solid steps to promote re-
ligious tourism. His first step should be
to identify all places of worship for mi-
norities across the country and prepare a
comprehensive official list. The most sa-
cred places of Hinduism, including the
Hanglaj Temple, the Katas Raj Temple,

and the Anandpur Temple Teri, are |,
cated in Palqstan. Similarly, holy sites as-
socn_ated with Buddha_ can attract faith
tourists from Japan, Sri Lanka, Thailang,
Malaysia, and other countries.

The ETPB has to realise that looking
afte_; religious site is its primary respon-
sibility. However, the ETPB must also
have a concrete faith tourism action
plan, with a focus on attracting a max.
mum number of foreign faith tourists.
promoting religious heritage, providing
the best facilities to the tourists, and
generating revenue.

The ETBP must be authorised to issue
visa invitation letters, with the close co-
ordination of the Foreign Office, over-
seas Pakistani embassies and secunity -
stitutions, for all those foreign tounsts
who are interested in visiting religious
historic sites in the coun‘y.

Our armed forces =re playing a piv-
otal role to ensure peace and combat ter-
rorism. Similarly, the role being played
by the Supreme Court |15 promoted the
image of Pakistan as a democratic coun-
try where rule of law is given due impor-
tance. Now, it is responsibility of the
elected government to take the ight de-
cisions at right ume and appoint the
right people in the nght places. Such dif-
ficult decisions are necessary to move
our beloved motherland towards peace
and prosperity. _

If the ETPB succeeds in defining
comprehensive action plan to promote
faith tourism, the day isn't far when for-
eign tounsts will enjoy the lfﬁd"?O““]
and sincere hospitality of Pakistanis. In
this way, the closed doors for Pakistanis
to go abroad will once again be opened

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Council.

Twitter: @RVankwani
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On business ethics

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

usiness matters are

so complicated and

tough that mostly

ventures fail to sur-
vive. I believe that if some-
one wants to make money
and name through his own business, s’he
must have sound understanding and right
direction.

Being Pakistani, we must be proud
that the great ancient philosopher who
provided basic guidelines on this com-
plex subject was none but Chanakya,
also known as Kautilya or Vishnugupta
Bom in the ancient city Taxila of present-
day Pakistan, he was a teacher and also
prime minister of the great Indian em-
peror, Manrya

Despite the lapse of thousands of
years, Chanakya is still a respectable
name due to the fact that he not only
proved his philosophical knowledge in
practical life but also wrote books, such
as Arthashastra and Chanakya Neeti, full
of wisdom and spiritual knowledge.

Chanakya, being a teacher, royal ad-
viser and economist, was a strong advo-
cate of a society based on firm ethical
values and principles. He advised his fol-
lowers to not only focus on the material-
istic approach to life but also understand
the equal importance of spirituality.

“Philosophy is ever thought of as the
lamp of all sciences, as the means of all
actions (and) as the support of all laws
(and duties).” This is what Chanakya
wrote in the first chapter of Arthashas-
tra to emphasise the importance of spir-
itual foundations.

Chanakya advised that ethics and
motal values must be top priorities for
any businessman. He was of the view
that “Profits are by-products of business,

not its very goal”. According to
Chanakya, a business must have an over-
all positive impact on society. He also be-
lieved in the protection of women and
prescribed a balance between the organ-
isation and the workers.

In order to achieve success, Chanakya
explained that a stable business must be
established on seven pillars, termed as
the ‘Saptangas’. First was ‘swami’, the
leader who is the visionary brain that ac-
tually guides the organization. In today's
business world, he is also known as the
CEO or the MD etc.

The second was the ‘amatya’, the
manager. He is the one who utilises his
professional skills and capabilities to
achieve the desired goals. The third was
the ‘janapada’, which relates to the mar-
ket. A strong business always tries its
best to capture the market through its
marketing and branding strategies.

The fourth, ‘durg’, means infrastruc-
ture. To run a business successfully, a
head office is needed, from where admin-
istrative work is performed. It also pro-
vides support for various policies and
their implementation.

The fifth is the ‘kosha’, which reflects
finance, the most important resource for
any business. Chanakya believed that a
stable and well-managed treasury is the
heart of any organisation. Without suffi-
cient financial capital, all kinds of busi-
nesses fail to grow. Sixth, the ‘danda’
which means team. In an organisation,
every team member must have a defined
role to play and they all must be treated
with respect and dignity.

Chanakya defined the seventh pillar
as the ‘mitra’ to highlight the importance
of business advisers, mentors and con-
sultants. According to him, a good busi-
ness must seek support of such friends to
expand its operations and market area

Chanakya believed that a corrupt and

dishonest person has no guts to face life’s
challenges. He associated the success of
a business with honesty, ethical values
and principles. He emphasised that a
good businessman is a law-abiding citi-
zen. Chanakya termed such characters as
‘rajarishi’, the belief in contributing
something good to society as a whole
and bringing positive economic prosper-
ity to all stakeholders.

In his writings, Chanakya also called
corruption asocial evil. According to him,
too many personal interactions in one’s
professional life lead towards corruption
and nepotism. “It is possible to know
even the path of birds fiying in the sky,
but not the ways of officers moving with
their intentions concealed,” he wrote.

To curb corruption, Chanakya sug-
gested an invisible mechanism of strict
vigilance and menitoring. He believed
that whistleblowers must be given due
awards and incentives 1o expose wrong-
doings. However, someone who passes
false information must be punished
strictly. Chanakya emphasised that offi-
cial posts must b¢ mdde temporary and
officials should be frequently trans-
ferred from one department to another.
Most importantly. there should be a
transparent process of accountability
for everyone.

Regrettably. such a wise renowned
philosopher and teacher is not re-
spected in his own birthplace. To do jus-
tice with history, we must give due re-
spect to Chanakya For all of those who
want to achieve success in their busi-
nesses. | would recommend them to go
through the teachings of C hanakya on
business ethics.

hewrltcrhl-:-berdm.\’aﬁunl
A-emblyudm-il-ciddﬂe
Pakistan Hindu Coundil

Twitter: @EVankwaszi
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Thar's dilemma

e
Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

ast week, Chief Jus-
tice Saqib Nisar asked
me to brief the
Supreme Court about
real situation in
- the country’s
most backward and underdeveloped dis-
trict Since [ bedong to the region, the hon-
ourabk court was quite interested to hear
what | had to sgy.
T old the apex court it is quite unfor-
tunate that no one has bothered to de-

sign a long-term policy for residents of
Tharparkar for the last 70 years. What-
ever short-lerm measures were taken,
akmost half of them had fallen prey to
corruption  and  mismanagement.
Poverty and the economic recession
have led to 2 series of continuous sui-
cides, food shortage and loss of inno-
cent lives of children. The number of
child caseznes has increase to 200, as
per an esumate.

Similariy, there are certain media re-
ports that Sugzes aromd 3 pegple have
committed sncide over the lag two
months and the same by of children
have lost their Ives. Every religion re-
quures s followess 10 take special care of
inocent animals Bt we gfien see the
skeletons of animals 00 the roads of
Tharparkar who brve kot their lves due to
hunger and thirg.

During ty briefing, I requesteg ghe

chief justice 1o take nogica of the sitya-

IioninlheTbarD:‘serL.\gmn

the

istan a backwand area that is the source

egative news.
. ogng,;-fphicallm Thar is among the
largest deserts of the world. Hindus and
Muslms are ving happly i both ides of
the Thar Desert for centuries. At the time
of Partition, when there were horrific riots
everywhere, Thar had the privilege of wit-
nessing peace and stability.

Historically, Thar's name has been de-
rived from ‘Thal’, which means salt in the
local language. The Thar Desert also has a
great historical and cultural importance in
Hinduism. In the Ramayan, it is called
‘Lavan Sagar (Salt Sea). There are many
Hindu temples and samadhis throughout
the Thar Desert.

Earlier, Rajasthan was known as Ra-
Jputana (the land of kings). Jaipur, the
capital of Rajasthan, is an attractive loca-
tion for historical and cultural tourism. Ac-
cording to an intemational survey report,
Jaxpur. is among 10 famous tourism spots
of AsuL_ Jaipur not only has an interna-
uona} airport, but it is also connected with
Delhi and other cities through road and
railway routes,

Similarly, the second largest city Jodh-
puralso has numerous historical and cul-
tural sites. Its delicious dishes, especially
Sweets, are famous worldwide. The Jocal
€conomy has been stabilised through the
sale of handicrafts, textile, bicycles, ink,
SPOTLs products, carpet, and marble
products. Gypsum ang sall are consid-
ered to _be the country's two major ex-
Ponts. Similarly, there is a large market

or Wool and agricylurg] products. In

simple terms, the main industries of Ra-

Jasthan are mingra) i
-based, agriculture-
basoed, and textile-based. Rajasthan is
= € second largest manufacturer of
yester fibre on the national level,

e literacy rate of Rajasthan is also

admirable and the people of Ry;

tively take part in differen Sy Dlrir.
IPL, the Rajasthan tean plays i der 4
title of Rejasthan Royals Simy o
~another city of Rajasthan - is ey
its marble, which has been used i the 1,
Mahal. Rejsthan is also consideregan,
propriate place for gas, coal MINing ard
hydropower development projects

A network of rivers and lakes bag
been designed to irrigate the dry land o
Rajasthan. Anand Sagar Lake, And Sagy
Lake, Doodh Talai Lake, Fateh Sagr
Lake, Gadisar Lake, Pushkar Lake, zrd
Talab-e-Shahi are some famous touris
spots. A number of Bollywood and el
wood blockbuster movies have bes
filmed in Rajasthan to present the khda
culture and heritage.

Meanwhile in Pakistan, the Thar
Desert is the most unfortunate regon
where innocent lives are being lost &vey
day. [ have requested the honoursb®
chief justice to constitute a commi®
under an honest officer like Naheed DU
rani. The committee must comprises %
secretaries of health, education, &
stock, revenue, food, agriculrure, tours™
and mines and minerals \\F;W ﬂ_“‘i;ffw‘
devise methods to tackle Thars enss

In order to enable Tharparkar ©0 P‘l;“
an active role in nacional de\'t“h‘Pm?““l* .
must also ensure the provision o Lne“.f
water, promote education, and lﬂP §
healthcare. Strengthening me 3‘? sector
sector and the mines an.d U‘%“fml ;m Qe
must also be our top D”Oﬂpc‘\-ﬂ@hfmm !
that we will arrive at 8 m?”‘“\m i \
to Thar's dilemmas this ume:

igtions)
The writer is a member of the x\rlt;ie
Assembly and patron-in-chlel®
Pakistan Hindu Council.

Twitter: @Ti/
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Faith tourism

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

here is no doubt

that the economies

of  peace-loving

countries in the
modern era are heavily de-
pendent on tourism. To at-
tract internanonal tourists, such coun-
tries tend to brand themselves as a
tourism-friendly societies. It is, there-
fore, a good sign that Prime Minister
Imran Ehan mentioned the importance
of promoting toarism in the country in
his first speech to the nation.

In the top trends of international
tourism. religious toarism holds a promi-
nent place. According to a report, every
year more than 300 million people visits
different places all over the globe for reli-
gious purpases. This generates collective
revenues of more than $18 billion annually.

Visionary leaderships engage univer-
Ses to conduct research that can help
{ormulate positive policies. Faith

m&hﬁsm&wwm

A popular spot for religious tourism
among people in America and other
Western countries tourists is the histori-
cal city of Jerusalem. The followers of
Islam, Christianity and Judaism fre-
quently visit the city. A large number of
Hindu pilgrims also visit River Ganga in
India. Similarly, the shrine of Khawaja
Moinuddin Chishti at Ajmer Sharif also
attracts followers of various religions.
Every day, almost 100,000 people visit the
Golden Temple in Amritsar.

Muslims pilgrims also travel to Iran,
Iraq and Syria to visit their sacred places.
Turkey also welcomes around 32 million
intemational tourists every year. There are
many places of religious importance in
Turkey, which include mosques, monaster-
ies and buildings constructed during the
Ottoman Empire.

Pakistan also holds considerable im-
portance for the followers of four major
world religions: Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism
and Buddhism. The presence of Sufi
shrines in Sindh reflects that those who
speak the language of love never die. In
fact, they live in people’s hearts forever.

Similarly, Pakistan also hosts many sa-
cred sites for the Sikh community, inchud-
ing Nankana Sahib, Gurdwara Panja Sahib
in Hasan Abdal, and the Samadhi of Ma-
haraja Ranjeet Singh.

The Bari Imam Shrine and Golra Sharif
Shrine in the federal capital are teeming
with visitors every day. An impressive reli-
gious gathering can be witnessed at the
Raiwind Tableeghi [jtemah. Without visit-
ing Badshahi Masjid in Lahore and Faisal
Masjid in Islamabad, an intermational
tourist’s visit is considered mcomplete.

We must think about why our country
lags behind in terms of religious tourism
even though it has so many imporant rel-
gious sites. Polical appointments in key
posts and the performance of the Svacuee
Trust Property Board have mads it difficult
for the state to proteci sacred places of re-
ligious minorities. The kaw and order situa-
tion in the country is sansfactory due to the
sacrifices of our ammed forves. It is now the
responsibility of the present government to
promote a positive image of Pakistan at the
international level and devise strong poli-

cles to promote religious tourism.
dostries, paopk;zo—pecp!e contact and The Hanglaj Temple, Katas Raj Tem- Our foreign policy must ensure a soft
cordial diplomatic relagions ple, and Anandpur Temple are sacred visa regime for international religious
Every year, may tomiss places. Hindu pilgrims from India, Amer-  tourists. Faith tourism is so important

ns.ntir mmMcmgc. ica, and Canada used to visit them in that we should establish a separate de-
mam‘my Aszan country. [n order toin- Pakistan The traces of the ancient Mo- partment In this way, we can secure mil-
crease the number of international henjodaro and Gandhara civilisations  lions of dollars every year by allowing re-
tourists in s:bsaq:a::wzs, the govern-  also reflect the impact of Hinduism and  ligious tourists from South Korea, Japan,
ment of the Philippines is also focusing  Buddhism on the region. Malaysia and other countries to visit Pak-
ﬁn religious tourism. The govemmentis  Taxilaalso had historical importance istan. The revenue generated from reli-
ﬁe;r;l to segk the attention of mternz!- during the era of Hindu emperor Chan- gious tourists can help us get rid of for-

onal tourists through the popular reli- - dragupta Maurya and also holds signifi- eign debts and ensure a bright future for
gious fesuval of _ cance as a major site for learning in  our coming generations.

One of the largest reﬁgms fesivals Buddhism. The great philosopher

o'flﬁuéf' world is India's Kumbh Mela, Chanakya was also a teacher at an an- The writer is a member of the National
; 15 attended by 10 million devotees.  cient university in Taxila, Takht Bhai, Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
‘ owever, the most wellmanaged sacred  another historical Buddhist site, is an-  Pakistan Bindu Couneil.

estival is Haj. other attractive spot for tourists. Twitter: @RVankwani
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They deserve better

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

orld Teachers’

Day is being cele-

brated across the

globe today with

a noble cause to acknowl-

edge the positive role of edu-

cators for the betterment of society. The

global day, which commemorates the an-

niversary of the adoption of the 1966

[LO/Unesco Recommendation concern-

ing the Status of Teachers, also aims to

provide an opportunity to highlight issues
related to the teaching profession.

Every year, Unesco, in collaboration
with the Education Intenational (EI), an-
nounces a campaign with a different
theme. The Education International is a
global union federation that represents dif-
ferent teacher organisations. This year, Un-
esco, in the context of the 70th anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the Sustainable Development
Goal 4, urged the international community
to mark the day under the theme “the right
to education means the right to a qualified
teacher”. According to the declaration, the
fundamental right to education cannot be
ensured without qualified teachers.

Unesco has rightly chosen the theme
to celebrate World Teachers' Day. I still
remember how my father who used to
tell me that it is necessary to respect our

teachers, even more than our parents, to
achieve success. It has also been wit-
nessed that there is always a wise
teacher behind the victory of every suc-
cessful person.

Alexander the Great was a warrior king
from Ancient Greece created one of the
largest empires in the ancient world. How-

ever, he attributed all of his successes to
Aristotle, his teacher. Alexander paid the
following tribute in his honour: I am in-
debted to my father for living, but to my
teacher for living well”. According to
Alexander; “Without knowledge, skill can-
not be focused. Without skill, strength can-
not be brought to bear and without
strength, knowledge may not be applied”.

Historical texts indicate that the man
who defeated Alexander the Great is
known as Chandragupta Maurya, who was
founder of the largest dynasty of Ancient
India. Chandragupta was guided by his ad-
viser Chanakya, who was also a teacher,
based in an ancient university in Taxila

It was the wise counsel that both
Alexander and Chandragupta received
from Aristotle and Chanakya respectively
that helped them make a mark in history.
This is the reason why every sensible per-
son always tries to find the most qualified
teacher for his children. There is a fa-
mous saying that: “teachers are not kings
but they know how to make kings”. It is
true that a qualified teacher is capable
enough to transform a simple person into
a legendary figure.

Similarly, every religion declares that
teaching is the most respected and digni-
fied profession, and acknowledges the
positive role of teachers for societal devel-
opment. Every religion asks its followers
to respect their teachers at any cost. Inad-
dition, there are also many qualified men-
tors in other professions and vocations
who ought to be respected

The !l'storical letter, written by the 16th
&M_ sutl\lbmlm Lincotn to bis son's

er, is still considered a masterpiece
that highiights the importance of teackers m
transforming a student into a good citizen

Today, China is performing remarizbly

in every field of life and competing with
other countries. According to a report,
teachers in China enjoy the highest levels
of public respect. A large number of Chi-
nese people are taught to respect their
teachers. But [ have observed that respect
for teachers in Pakistan is fading.

A recent report issued by the UNDP
also disclosed that Pakistan is placed at
the 150th position among the 189 countries
in the UN's 2018 Human Development
Index’s annual rankings. It seems that pre-
vious regimes, in order to establish infra-
structural development, completely neg-
lected human resource development.
Owing to this, various scandals emerged
that were related to educational institu-
tions and the Higher Education Commis-
sion. It is an alarming situation that there
is not even a single university in Paldstan
that can has been listed in the world rank-
ings. There has been a sharp decline in our
achievements in this regard bec:use of the
growing popularity of a materalistic ap-
proach in all matters.

On the occasion of World Teachers
Day, I believe that the current government
- led by Imran Khan, the former chancel-
lor of the renowned University of Bradford
- will focus on solving the issues of teach-
ers on an emergency basis and include
professional training for teachers among
its top priorities. Similarty, as Pakdstani cit
zens, we must respect our teachers. If we
succeed in doing o, the day is not far
when our beloved country will also
achieve peace, progress and prospenity It
the same way that China did.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the

/‘__:J

Twitter: @RFankwani
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Citizenship for refugees

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwanl

uring his recent
visit to Karachi,
Prime  Minister
Imran Khan was in-
formed about greet crimes in
the city and the involvement
of illegal immugrants in these offences
The pame mingster was of the view that
Pakstan must either grant citizenship 1o
claldren bom in Pakistan or explore alter-
ranve sohtions on humanitanan grounds
Ow Citzzenship Act 1051 is quile clear
tn this regard 1t states that *anyone bom
m Paldstan after thes act 1s a Palastani cit-
tzen”, However children of foreign diplo-
mats and “enemy aliens” bom in Palastan
are not considered atizens of Palasian
As far as the current refupee 18sue 18
concemed we s fird s long asung per-
manent sotunon | am also sware of the
roservelions bemng shown by vanous
ndn: Baloct and Paiduur nationahst
feadens A few doys a0 | had @ opport-
£ty 1o exchiange views with Sardar Aldew
Menga! on the ssue of 1mmugrant
Baloclustan's lesdenstup 1 commutied 10
solve the issue of refugees und, theredore,
vicluded the matter in Ui agrectent By
signed with te P11 government During 8
press conference, Asfundyw Web also
vowed 1o suppan the governament in find-
ing & salution 1o the refugee cnsas
The ‘immugrant 1ssae’ in Pebastan is
quite campheated becsuse Uie refupees
resens i owr couny wen' ' lnited W ane
angle country but belong to dfferent re-
gons. Before analysing the status of
refagees, 11 18 necessary 1o review thie cib-
zenslup laws implemented in vanous
romunent N e
Theat e peneraly (w . 1vpes of ol
zenship laws The latn wore "8 oYy’ -

which means Yight of the soil' - is used for
the firet set of citizenship laws The S is
the most prominent example of a country
with such laws Citizenship i, therefore.
the right of anyone bom in the US term-
tory, as per the 14th Amendment adopted
on July 1868. Owing to this, the US be-
came a haven for illegal immigrants armiv-
ing from all over the world. Although most
refugees who stayed in the country re-
mained abens, their children succveded in
becomng Amencan Citizens.

According to the current Canadian Cit-
tzenshep law, every child bom in the term-
tory of Canada, including its skies and
seas, are Canadian by birth. Even if a child
is born In an airplane or mantime ship reg-
tstered in Canada, he/she is eligible to
apply for Canadian citizenship. However
Canadian citizenship by birth s not

rted to a child if neither parent 1s a
Caravdien cuzen or permanent pestdent

There ts another type of citizenship
Lsws tha! s krown as °jus sanguinis’
(nge of bocd )y i Lann As per these laws,
children mast be gven alizenship i ac
corderce with the ralonalily of thewr par
eats Thus Lyw s applcable 1n vanous
corines across U ghote wohudind A
ta, Geneawyy Norway Japan, Mexico
Thalend Soath Korea and Poland
Afgharastan Anmeraa, Greeve Pinland
5‘:‘&.‘\ @il ‘i\.'\r'g abso ey Lo @ue O
pensdup o & eed bastsy Lo peuple rosid
g an deflerend Cune

In U past. b also granied crlizen
shup 1o every chudd bom o lradian sodd
Howeves, after & constitutivnal aneix)
mesd 1 2004, 1 1 row marddaon for o
of the parests to be an Indan ranonal Iy
addiion Indis also offerad oversess a-
enshup 10 perrat foregrers of Ludan on
g 10 bve and work freedy i the couniny
Thoug ey engoy al cvie Laciliies, U

bolder ! verseas <t

N e L)

right to vote and hold public office.

Any child, irrespective of whether
heshe bom in Iran or abroad. is [ranian by
birth if his'her father holds an [ranian na-
tionality Like Pakistan, [smael s also con-
sidered an ideological state, which was
founded in the name of religion. Once a
Jewish person, regardless of which part of
world he’she belongs to, enters Israel,
heshe i eligble t apply for Israeli citizen-
ship However, there is another permanent

restidency status {or nonsiewsh resudents

of Israel, mostly sens of Sast
Jerusalem and Golan Heinis

When 1t comes o refugess esidimg
Pakistan, we have fo endorse imrman
Khan's stance that P cstan must ollow
nternational bws b opoind Allempis
1o forcibhy send unmuirnta dacs NMee s
a need to contene an al-partes confers

ence to tackie ! CsUe i are
gponsible manner 0 al the iewpoinis
and reservatens of al parties (s re
gard can be heand

Instead of tey t"ﬂll‘\\l cnies, we should
discuss thus matter m parbament and de-
vise switable constiiuconal amendments, €
required. Thay will help us reach a logeal
conchesion and consensis on the debate.

[n the wittal stages, the govenument
mist cunsider Ssuny iqamas (residency
permnita) to refugees alter aecurle datals
comptiead [ tus way, they will be allowed
Lo play a positve role (or the befterment of
Pakistan Once el WEima . expires,
pefugees may retum to thew homelunds
through (he active covpention of the N
However there should be sero-tolerance
for all those elements invohed In enme
and terronsm

m-ﬁmhnu-nuuc.\‘n»ul
Assembly aad patrea-by-chief of the
Pulistaa Hisds Council
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very year, International
Peace Day is cele-
brated on September
21 to raise awareness
about the importance of peace
and the negative impacts of war. The day,
which was first celebrated in 1982, is ded-
icated to world peace, and encourages
temporary ceasefires in combat zones to
ensure access to humanitarian aid:
According to Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 16 - peace, justice and strong
institutions - adopted by all UN member
states, it is necessary to take solid steps
to build 2 peaceful and inclusive society.
On various occasions, | have said that
there is a direct link between peace and
prosperity. [ believe that 2 peaceful soci-
ety is one that is based on humanity, jus-
tice and equality for all Peace ensures a
sustainzble environment for every citizen
to take active part in order to achieve na-
tional development
Independent analysts believe that
Pakistan’s armed forces have offered
huge §acﬂﬁce5 1o ensure peace. Re-
cently, I came across a report by a
renowned British security think tank,
the Royal United Services Institute
(RUSI). According to the report, Pak-
istan Army is working well under the
Bajwa Doctrine to defend our national
interest. It added that: “The message
g;;jt; I;he; melyo is quite clear - US
isno :
for Pakistan_ In m,m@y option
buyin 15 actively
g hardware and producing more
with China.ansUSmmmﬁd
Sowk, the words of the Pakistanj Army's
Spo n 3 .
Ghafoorsimg p Pk ereral  Asif

tmmr Perspective,
m mﬁlm.bmfm
\__ .

.
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The RUSI report also quoted leading  For this purpose, he initiated many o
Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani  smerican generals and officers who ad-  for reconciliation with various Aty

mitted Pakistan's role in the war on ter-
ror. *It was Pakistan that helped militar-
ily more than any other Nato country.
The future, as far as the Pakistan Army
is concerned, belongs to them,” the re-
port concluded.

For regional peace and stability, Pak-
istan must have cordial diplomatic rela-
tions with the international community,
especially with neighbouring countries
like Afghanistan. I believe that a peaceful
Afghanistan is in our best interest. Unlike
our past regimes, Naya Pakistan - led by
Imran Khan - has a vision to defend the
case of our beloved country on the inter-
national front. That's why Foreign Minis-
ter Shah Mehmood Qureshi was sent to
Afghanistan to conduct his first foreign
tour. Fortunately, he was warmly wel-
comed by his Afghan counterpart
Salahuddin Rabbani, who is the son of the
late Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani, an
Afghan leader.

It is a coincidence that the birthday
and martyrdom day of Professor Rabbani
was also observed yesterday. He was
truly a freedom fighter who played a crit-
ical role in defending his motherland.
After the withdrawal of the Soviet forces,
he also served as president of Afghanistan
till the Taliban occupied Kabul in 1996,
prever, the Rabbani government was
widely recognised by the international
community, including the UN.

After the Taliban government was top-
Pled in response to-the 9/11 tragedy, Rab-
bani once again returned to Kabul and
served as president for a short period of
ltlxme. During the tenure of Hamid Karzai
Fio ﬁothlgdl the Afghanistan National
ik ) argest political opposition

Pfofessor Rabbani was a strong advo-
Cate of peace and unity in Afghl;‘;listan

groups. On the occasion of his 7]st i,
day on September 20, 2011, he was .
sassinated by a suicide bomber whjle
presiding a meeting with a Taliban dele.
gate at his house for peace talks, Hamig
Karzai, on the Afghan parliament’s sug.
gestion, honoured him with the title of
‘Martyr of Peace’.

Salahuddin Rabbani, his son, is an ac-
tive part of Ashraf Ghani's government in
Afghanistan. Like his great father, he is
also determined to lead peace efforts with
the Taliban in Afghznistan. On the occa-
sion of Eidul Fitr, A7zhan forces, Taliban
fighters and citizers celebrated the his-
toric festival togeth - which reflects Rab-
bani’s vision for pe 2.

Today, on the «>casion of Interna-
tional Peace Day, 1!z leadership of both
countries must co:nmemorate the vision
of Professor Rabbari, who led a success-
ful freedom movemsnt against foreign ag:
gression, served as a political head qf
state and opposition, and sacrificed his
life for the purpose of achieving peace.
There are some non-state actors, sup-
ported by global players, who are creat-
ing hurdles in the journey towards peace.
But we need to collectively defeat them-
For this purpose, the Afghan leadersiup
has to join hands with Pakistan to defire
an effective and efficient border manage
ment system.

K { ex-
Imnqmmcanﬁderulh:&wur“&‘;&e

perienced foreign minister, thro
mwdm.\fg}mm@lwﬁ
will play a crucial role in ensuring Pe of
and prosperity for the best ineres
both neighbouring countries
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Keepinngiscrimination at bay

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

oon after Prime Min-

g ) ister Imran Khan

N2 constituted the Eco-
:-' ?

nomic  Advisory
S | Council, a huge wave of crit-
icism emerged on social
medm.-\saresuhofthbwnpaxgnEAC
member Atif Mian belonging to a reli-
gious minarity groap, had to resign.

Being a pamodc non-Muslim parlia-
mentarian. | decidad to express by views
on this sensitive issue for the betterment
of my couniry nd sociely. As compared
to what grezt redigious scholars have to
say zbout this issue, my knowledge of
these maners is Emited However, [ be-
lieve that we shou!d promate a culrure of
dizlogue, mutuzl respect and tolerance
in our society. Above all keeping reli-
gious discriminarion aside, every Pak-
istani should be gven the right to serve
the country - jost 2s it was given to Mos-
lirns and nop-Mosims in Medna

| behieve that as the cooniry's prime
minister, Imran Khan has righs to choose
his team and Atif Mizn's appointment
was purely based on his outstanding ex-
pertise in economic and financial affairs.

Pakistzni-American Anf Mian is
ranked among the best economists of
the world. According to the DMF, he is
among those 25 young econcmists who
are able to shape the world's parception
about the global economy i the pear fo-
ture.

Inﬂimca:cfézrm s
resulted I the boss of o St =
honpbsx:ml‘dmlt"zdiﬁ.—.
Anf Men mhsé:iﬁ'r-ﬁ:md‘:oci
ted ‘Hozse of Do, expismed warices

important issues pertaining to the mod-
emn economy. He also has extensive ex-
perience of teaching at renowned Ameri-
can universities, including the University
of Chicago and Princeton University.
The main objection over Atif Mian's
appointment was that he was Ahmadi.
However, our constitution is very clear
regarding the status of Ahmadis. As cit-

- zens of Pakistan, they are registered as

Ahmadis in the government database.

The greatest example of endurance
and tolerance was set by the founder of
Pakistan, who clearly stated in his Au-
gust 11 speech that the state has nothing
to do with the religion of any citizen and
all people must be treated equally.
Quaid-e-Azam put his words into prac-
tice by nominating Sir Zafarullah Khan,
who was an Ahmadi, as the country’s
first foreign minister in recognition of h)S
capabilities.

Even today, our constitution allows
minorities to work on higher posts, even
though they are not allowed to hold the
offices of the president and the prime
minister. Every Pakistani is allowed to
avail equal opportunities of growth and
progress while following his/her reli-
gious beliefs. Meanwhile, all thase who
create hurdles in the progress of eligible
non-Muslims are, in fact, violating the
constitution.

Similarly, we must understand that
the Holy Prophet (pbuh) showed mercy
for all mankind Thart is why he always
prayed for everyone, even those who op-
"‘-Clid hi:n. The non-Muslm pnisoners of

w50 were caplured afier the Banke
"'Ba:.ter?h‘:ed 1o edocate paopis
MadF=a I retum for fresdoz Do we
bother 10 realse what iood of sducaee

Seeking knowledge is obligatory for
every Muslim - and that too without any
religious discrimination. Muslims have
been urged to “seek knowledge even if
they have to go as far as China".

In the current situation, the most rea-
sonable response on the government’s
behalf came from Minister for Informa-
tion Fawad Chaudhry. He categorically
acknowledged the role of Pakistani mi-
norities. "How can you justiiy the perse-
cution of religious : min ontes and their

nah[S in Pakistan®" L2 asked. Fawad
Chaudhry added th=: <o S0anis a re-
spected across the wori” = isslated to
win the Nobel Pezc: Prize within the
next five years.

However, ui[ YiIn’s resination re
flects that the voices of lozi. wisdom
and dignity are los i day 5y day inour

society. .\]ihough A0 Mian's opponents
have prevented him from serving Pak-
istan, they have failed 1o propose a suit-
able alternative. The unfortunate situa-
tion also damaged Pakistan’s image on
the international level. It wasn't a wise
decision to appoint him if we weren't
going to be able to defend him.

In order to transform Pakistan into a
progressive and prosperous country, we
have to ensure the implementation of the
Madina model and Quaid-e-Azam's vi-
sion. As a first step in the right direction,
we must discourage the culture of intol-
erance, integrate vulnerable minorities
into the mainstream, and allow all Pak-
istani citizens to serve the beloved coun-
v without any discrimination.

The writer is 2 member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistas Hinda Comncil

Tuitter @EVazkwazi
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United we stand

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

eptember 6 is no
doubt an unforget-
table day in our na-
tional history. To
show solidarity with our
. brave soldiers, I also attended
the ceremony held 2 the GHQ Rawalpindi
to pay tribute to our martyTs.

ISPR DG Mzjor General Asif Ghafoor
had already announced the decision to
celebrate Defence and Martyrs Day ina
miquemmnammxghammpaigmiﬂed
‘Humain Pyer Hai Poisian Say. During
the ceremony 2 GHQ Rawzlpmd. the par-
ddpan:sreczl‘admeeom?.geanddwpas-
sion with which o armed forces sacrr
ficed their Eves for Palostzn. Organising
such everts promote nesiora] miy, har-
mony, pamiotsm ad brodErho

Spmilarty, Paidst A Force Day will
be celebrated todsy m memory of owr
beloved comry’s saccess] ar defence
in the 1965 war On the 22z of Seprember
5, 1963, India crossed e border 2nd car-
ried out attacks withoe 2 formal declare-
tion of war

On the very rex day. o= brave so-
diers accepted the ctallenge and st a
shining exzmple of brzvery by suriorng
their bves to d=fend Paloster.

The most recarizhis evert o O b
tory of the 1955 war bappened oo Segre=r
ber 7, when MM 8t afirgace e
Pakistan Az Force. s a word recori by
shooting do= f= oz n lessBun 3
minme

Pakistzn 5 amopg Sose oS et
e have some eldes Fmarg 1S v ke
recollections of Ze war DT mememier

Lo Palisn’s soveramy was soudied

by a hostile enemy only 18 years after In-
dependence. During the war, all Pakista-
nis were determined to defend their moth-
erland. In such a critical situation, no one
was afraid of the numerical superiority
and military prowess of the enemy.

Pakistanis stood firmly with the armed
forces to ensure that the enemy’s aggres-
sion towards our territories could be
stopped. The Battle of Chawinda is con-
sidered to be one of the most significant
conflicts witnessed during the war. It is
also termed as one of the largest tank bat-
tles since World War II.

However, Pakistani soldiers managed
to repel the massive assault in the tank
battle. The well-known myth that our sol-
diers destroyed enemy tanks with borabs
tied to their chests reflects how bravely
thev faced their opponents.

When the India Army tried to capture
Lahore, it had to face Major Aziz Bhatti
who proved with his martyrdom that Pak-
istani soldiers know how to defend their
country by sacrificing their lives. When
the enemy was busy in carrying out prop-
aganda on a massive level, the independ-
ent foreign media admitted Pakistan’s mil-
iary successes in September war.

Rai Milan, an American Radio Service
Joumalist, wrote in his war diary that dur-
ing his two-decade-long journalistic ca-
reer, he had never witnessed such victori-
ous soldiers like those who belonged to
the Pakistan Army.

Our navy and air force also fought
alorgside the Pakistan Army to defend
their homeland. When the war was an-
mozeed the Pakistan Navy successfully

wok contro! of maritime routes. On one
& T movement of enemy ships was re-
sncad 24 on the other, a safe trading
passae 1o reach Pakistan was ensured
Legencory fizres like Air Marshal As-
£ Toun, Ax Mardhal Noor Khan and M

M Alam played a pivotal role in safeguard-
ing the national skies. Squadron leader
Sarfraz Rafiqui, Muniruddin Ahmed, Al-
lauddin Ahmed and many other martyrs
sacrificed their lives, but didn't let the
enemy harm Pakistan

Thel965 war highlights the historical
and successful resistance against a large
enemy. But the main factor for our suc-
cess was the unity among Pakistanis who
bravely faced the enemy as 2 single team
regardless of their differences. During this
war, the civil society and the entertain-
ment community also showed solidarity
with brave soldiers.

Another significant aspect of the 1965
war was the contribution of patriotic non-
Muslim Pakistani war heroes. A number
of Christian and Hindu Pakistani soldiers
also fought to defend their motherland.
Some Hindu officers even sacrificed their
lives to prove that safeguarding Pakistan,
our dharti mata, is part of their religion.
Air Commodore Balwant Kumar was the
one of the senior Pakistani Hindu officers
who fought to defend Pakistan. There
were many such brave heroes, including
Group Captain Cecil Chaudhry, Wing
Commander Mervyn Leslie Middlecoat,
Squadron Leader Peter Christy, Air Vice
Marshal Eric Gordan Hall, and Major Gen-
eral Julian Peter.

The ISPR's initiative wil! have a long
lasting impact in raising awareness about
the sacrifices of our all masiyrs. It 1s Ume
to stand together with nauonal spint and
harmony to deliver the strong message
that all of us stand united to love Pakistan,
regardless of whether we belong to & M3

jority or minority group.

The writer Is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chlef of the
Pakistan Hindn Council.

Twitter: @EVankwani
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ur brotherly country
Turkey is currently
facing the worst eco-
pomic crisis, mostly

fuelled by intemational politics
: OfR\NQMlomEdia
repart, the Turkish currency (Hra) has lost
ahmshalfofitsmlueinthel&)’ear,and
aromd 30 percent in just the Last one month

The country’s dependence on foreign
debt has worsened the Stuztion even more.
Denounding the pressire 1o st the Iter-
o rete. Tirkish Presidens Recep Tovp B
tensified when (S Presidery Diorld Trasp
in his recent twest Emramced dombing e
sed and 2 imimm e Ty Qe
the ciss 3 el et SRR ATOIOETE
enees nd potmed e nde i
bave e pecri w2 b A1,

Toriey 2o et prex e m B
eyes of milices of Jecpie e S wOEE
Soce e s my s The Cmomar
Bryire wos s 2 ey gt o
g S Shermrer v i
D Grec oo of et s
SR I e am v e
sl
oy [y T i B

LT o o i e =
m;?m:zm:izr
e it osnes o i

that the financial contributions generated
during the Khilafat Movement helped
Turkey establish its largest bank, the
Turkiye Is Bankasi, and the Grand National
Assembly, located in Ankara.

After Independence, Pakistan and
Turkey developed cordial relations in every
field. Neither are Pakistanis people of Turk-
ish origin nor do the two countries share ge-
ographical borders, yet the people of Pak-
istan have always been referred to as
‘brothers’ in Turkey. Pakistanis have also
had similar feelings for their Turkish friends.

During the tragic earthquake of 2005, Er-
dogan was the first world leader who urged
his nation to help Pakistan on a priority
besis He himself visited the disaster areas
to witness the rehabilitazion activities. The
Turkish Red Crescent Association also ar-
rived in Pakistan with the ¢Jagan Simdi Sira
Bizde', meaning Now, i's our tum’

Although the current ‘iuriash govern-
ment believes in building diplomatic rela-
tions of equal status with the international
comrmity, its opponents describe its for-
&g policy as Neo-Otomanism They are
£ i Turkey's engagement in the for-
merdy Oceman-controdad regons is drifting
zwzy £ foors from the West and moving it
ez Asa However. the cory's posk
<= i I sporting the Pelestmian canse
= 2e is0= of Rohingsa Mosis reflecs
Sz e T=ish people huve I fact
“rongo Hstory, sepporied oop ssed
s Se bess of procies
some grie powers, 206 S S IF 00

’ !Mmzs::ﬁ:’zﬁzciﬁ—

s o pcningrE yetre TS P

Friday, August 31,

Our turm

2018

now

ident Erdogan asked the people to have
confidence in their national currency, and
urged them to exchange dollars and gold
for Turkish liras. Second, in a serious at-
tempt to combat the ongoing crisis, the
Turkish government has reportedly
launched a massive crackdown against all
those social media accounts and news por-
tals which were posting fake news related
to the lira. Most importantly, the regime is
seeking a win-win cooperation from its
neighbouring countries and friendly states.
In this regard, the decision by Qatar to in-
vest $16 billion in Turkey’s financial mar-
kets and banks is remarkable.

Turkey is a role model for many coun-
tries including Pakistan, and other countries
must also come forward to support Turkey
in this critical time. In response to Exdogan’s
appeal, a large number of Pakistani cifizens
have also launched a ‘Buy Lira’ campaign to
show solidarity with Turkey.

The ongoing crisis has, in fact, brought
numerous opportunities for the brave na-
tion of Turkey. According to Turkey's Min-
istry of Culture and Tourism, the number of
tourists who arrived in the first seven
months of the current year has increased by
nearly 25 percent as compared to last year.
Russians were the highest in number, fol-
lowed by Germans and Iranians. Being Pak-
istani citizens, we must also extend bilateral
cooperation with our brotherly country in
the field of tourism. Finally, I would like to
ssscre our Turkish friends that they must
rot consider themselves alone in their
srugge The people of Pakistan will always
sz by theer Turkash brothers.

The writer is 2 member of the National
wdm-m-didofﬂle
Paiisens Enda Comndl

Tl

19

Scanned with CamScanner



https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

Saturday
Auqust 25, 2018

INTERNATIONAL

T

Tihy 13, 1430 AL

—~

vir Ramesh Kumar Vankwanl

uslims across the
globe celebrated
Eidul Azha with
religious zeal and

enthusiasm. Like every year,
thousands of Pakistani citi-
zens perforned Hap.

Fvery religious festival delivers a posi-
tive message for mankind. Although the
Hay sermon was addressed to millions of
Muslim pilgrims, the golden principles for
spending a purposeful life are, in fact, 3p-
plcable to everyone, regardless of their re-
higious affiliations

This year, Eid comes at a time when
Pakistan has started a new era. For the
st lime in our national history, people
e elected a government which has a
track record of a 22-year-long struggle to
ensure social justice and curb corruption.

Pakistan is a Muslim-majority country
that came Into existence in the name of

Islam But Jogendra Nath Mandal's in- ,

volvement in the Pakistan Movement re-
Nects the positive contribution of non-
Muslims in this struggle. Quaid-e-Azam, in
his famous speech on August 11, 1047,
also declared that every citizen in Pak-
istan will be allowed to live according to
his/her own faith.

Today, the non-Muslim vote bank con-
siats of around 3,600,000 people who have
phycdaslyﬂbwumlch\mcmsﬁamy
in Election 2018 The slogan of Naya Pak-
istan has effectively won the trust of the
people. But it s time to move one step for-

ward to transform Paldstan into a welfare
state. For this purpose, It Is necessary to
analyse the salient features of Madina

The state of Madina, Wwhich was
founded by Holy Prophet Mohammad
(pbuh) fourteen centuries ago, Is consid-
cred to be the world's first welfare state
where protecting the rights of vulnera-
ble communities was the government’s
primary responsibility. To ensure Inter-
nal integrity and safeguard Madina’s
people from external factors, a peace
agreement known as the Charter of
Madina was signed between Muslim and
non-Muslim citizens.

According to the charter, all citizens
were granted civic rights on an equal basts.
The teritory of Madina was declared as a
unit and it was every citizen's responsibil-
ity to protect it. It was mutually agreed that
the Muslims and non-Muslims of Madina
will be allies. In case of any external aggres-
glon, they will jointly defend the homeland.

The key priority of the state was Lo
ralse the living standard of citizens by end-
ing all forms of exploitation. Rule of law
and equal treatment of all citizens were en-
forced In such a way that when a woman
belonging to an influential elite family
committed a crime, the Holy Prophet
(pbuh) declared that If his own daughter
was proven guilty, she would face punish-
ment This is the real spirit that maintains
law and public order within a state.

The non-Muslim prisoners of war, who
were captured after the Battle of Badr,
were offered freedem In exchange for

teaching people in Madina. Similarly, Mad-
ina’s foreign policy revolved around estab-

The Madina mode

lishing peaceful relations with other tribes
and nations. If a tribe decided to remain
neutral, its decision was respected.

Today, when non-Muslims in Pakistan
are told that the ruling party is interested
in implementing the Madina model in our
beloved country, many of them are in
favour of the Idea as they know that they
will finally be treated equally. It is quite un-
fortunate that patriotic non-Muslims who
declared Pakistan as their homeland have
been kept away from the mainstream. For
example, the Evacuee Trust Property
Board was established to look after prop-
ertics left behind by Hindus after Partition
But the board has been criticised for s in-
competent leadership and the absence of
non-Muslim representation.

It is important to appoint those be-
longing to smaller provinces at top pos-
ions to reduce the sense of deprivaton
among the underprivileged But we must
also account for non-Muslim representa-
tlon and ensure that it isu't neglected. The
appointment of qualified non-Muslims
can deliver positive results to achieving
the goal of Naya Pakistan. Sintilarly, thelr
presence can also be beneficial to portray
a positive Image of the country among the
intemational community.

All Pakistanis are urged to understand
the Hajj sermon and implement it in letter
and spirit. There is also a dire need for
suitable legislation to implement the Mad-

ina model.

The writer Is patron-In-chief of the
Pakistan Hinda Council
Twitter: @RVankwanl
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mkumar Vankwani

I eyes are on Pak-

T istan as PTI Chair-
1 man Imran Khan

' will be elected as the

prime minister of Pakistan in

. today's National Assembly
session. Thereis no doubt that Imran is de-
ermined to reform Pakistan along the
lines of Quaid-e-Azam's vision, which is
based on rule of law, accountability, a sta-
ble economy, welfare, and curbing corrup-
non. On countless occasions, [ have men-
tioned that the first hundred days of the
P governmext are quice critical to set tar-
gets and win pubfic trast.

Itis interesting to note that Imran Khan
was only able to secure only one seat in

emerged as a major national political party
by winning a large number of seats from
harachi to Khyber. The political landscape
of various democracies such as India, the
USand the UK is based on a two-party sys-

India also had two prominent political par-
lies: the AD India Moskm League and the
hdian \ational Congress.
 Pabianj pofoes was s based on a
& Smilar sysie, b st ciromstances the
eMergence of Be PTI ¢ 2 third maciowal
police] power dez 1o Eran Kaam's 22-
eHorg democraic sroggle i3 et
¥ e |53 coimodence B2
f ;.I&&Mmaﬁf&
%d&gmm’ o
"ty |
Pecple bad shomrs £:7 conSiiemre
|

N~

the National Assembly almost 16 years strategl
ag0. But today, his party has successfully  during

tem. Even before Independence, British  gard,

Quaid-e-Azam’s dynamic leadership.
Whenever he addressed public gatherings,
people listened attentively to what he had
to say. Although a majority of people in the
audience didn't understand English, they
blindly trusted their beloved leader and
sincerely believed that whatever he said
and did was in their best interest.

In the 2018 elections, we witnessed a
similar situation to some extent when
many people voted in favour of Naya Pak-
istan. The people of Karachi have particu-
larly reposed their confidence in PTI can-
didates. The PTI has also formed the
government for the second time in Khyber
Pakhtunkiwa During my various interac-
tions vwith roran Khan, [ have found that
he is coramitted to selflessly serving our
beloved countiy. | have also assured him
of my cooperation to devise a workable
ic plan to achieve national targets
ing the P1Ts first 100 days in power.

The selection criteria for cabinet mem-
bers must be driven by merit and key per-
formance indicators must be clearly de-
fined. We must refrain from solely relying
on sincerity and political loyalty. In this re-
Quaid-e-Azam set a good example by
selecting his cabinet members on lheb&
of their qualifications and experience In
their respective fields. 1t is unfortunate
mm[obsmgcdem‘sea)?araner
the creztion of Peldsian some of his sin-
cerest czhingt members - Bke Jogendra
Nath Mandal who was zppored as law
pizister - were foroed (0 ke Pakistan

Todss, the PTIEES folow in the foot-
sops of STIEg eoooemes Bz (hma AR
Sy (riza poed =
Paicr o fred mmhgs
oz 22 s ETE IS

The first 100 days

now an emerging superpower. This has en-
couraged the international community to
do business in China's currency. In the con-
text of CPEC, the PTI government has to
maximise bilateral trade. Another serious
challenge is to restore the value of the Pak-
istani rupee and do away with IMF loans.
Similarly, our national institutions, such as
PIA, need urgent attention to rid them-
selves of incompetent political appointees.

We should also design our foreign pok
icy by prioritising our national interests.
We have to understand that there is no per-
manent friend or foe in international diplo-
macy and every country has the right to
give preference to its national interests.
South Korea's transformation into a strong
economy through an economic plan put
forward Pakistani economist Dr Mahbubul
Haq proves that Pakistan s quite capable
to deliver progress. However, public confi
dence has been shaken by the flawed poli-
cies of previous govemments.

We mustn' forget that the joint oppost-
tion, which comprises renowned political
parties with a track record of pursuing pok
itics of protest, poses a real threat. While
Imran Khan has wisely offered to cooper-
ate with them to defuse political pressure,
the PTI needs to win the people’s trust dur-
ingits first 100 days in power to overcome
the challenge of a strong opposition. This
is the only way the party will be able to
complete its tenure in 8 smooth marmer.
For this purpose, Imran Khan must follow
in the footsteps of Quaid-e-Azam and en-

sure equality among everyone.

The writer is patron-in-chief of the
Pakistsn Hindn Conncil
Twitter: €ESankwani
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~  national heroes to the next generation tions, all political parties presented their
Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani ithout using the pen. manifestos in the written form. As a senior
In ancient times, the sword wasused to  parliamentarian, I also observed that vari-
ncient Greek impose authority on people. Today, the ous issues are discussed on the floor of
philosopher samemindsetisreflectedintheracetoac- parliament, but issues that are reported on
Socrates, who be- quire deadly weapons to undermine oppo- by our journalist friends sitting in the press
onged to the city of nents. Such elements forget that abuse of ~ gallery receive wider attention. Any news
Athens, is credited as the power can only pressurise the poor for the  published in a newspaper proves to be
founder of philosophy. It is time being. but in the absence of moral more effective in solving public issues; a
g=== —foru—m=e tha 2 great philasopher  support. such repression has to end. simple application written on a white
soch 25 == was seniencad (o death, al- We have examples of various cruel and ~ paper ensures justice in a better way.
MOS: OV 50 OSTEs 260 powerful Gymasties of the past, but today, The use of the pen in exposing the
Y £ sopris—s o wi0s Soaaes’  their descendants are reluctant to relate  corruption of the world’s elite through
name TEmaTs g o= oz Brosenss  temsaes 1o thelr forefathers because of  the Panama Papers was eye-opening.
of vezrs, =2 mEmes of Sise who sen they negatve achieverments Human na-  Former prime minister Nawez Sharif,
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in msory® Sorres’ sodenr Phoo b sos Lresrectve of mogeplical - was also disqualified through ! - court's
plived 2 grvonal rmds o Gfs regad B5 cEes &b rerowned refarmers adopted  WTiten orders.
doc—==sorg Se formecs phdosopdy  sEmess aderance and COOSSIENCT Now. when the PTI, led by [0 Khan,
Urocsosp= gread Tey messege of bove Svongfer = i a position to form the governitent, we
Sy fermmeed Pt ol e wordd They proved B ¥R O s understand the importanc: of using
Cociomns. Dol md ooy ot rperm=ofCeper pracSedangecar D pen posiTvely 10 promote cilucation,
pirspiesrealdnieas o der be trought b socey Bowessr S ealt azd forewgn policy on a priority
tpachives B wEe gmsTmL S Wi e & conStorsl 1o exprassng et Peops have shown histoncal confi-
ien form Taimsrems mpoged T sacs Tt ad TREER dizme v e PT] candidates on the basis of
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Or Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

e

hile other politi-

'8 cal parties have
i been limited to

: regional  areas,

the PTI has emerged as the
only political party to have
achisved remarkable success throughout
the counry - from Karachi to Peshawar.
The postelection situation has made it
dlear that after having won 2 majority in
the centre and the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP_)mime,theFI‘lisalsoinastrong
postion to form governments in the
provinces of Punjab and Balochistan
Srce childhood, we have been taught
G2t brave people are not afraid of tough
Sznons and that it is quite natural for
002 to face difficulties in the struggle for a
@s cause Bt truth ultimately wins, The
best example of this s Imran Khan. When
took up cricket as his profession, he
lg:rched the skies by winning the World
D for Pakistan. Furthermore, the
~kat Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospi-

@ reflocts his determination and commit-

et to aurb cancer,
| mggn_mm decided to join politics al-
ity Fozjam ag0 o ensure justice in so-
s Y, not only has he proved him-
S & unconquerable politician, after
b ﬁsiﬂag\‘e seals he contested on,
IS pripo. Sel to lead the country as
€ inister. Interestingly, in the

DMl
elections, Imran Khan was only able
seat. However, his recent

10 Secure hig

\'IC[QW has )
base mngEd that politics must be

Friday, August 3, 2018

ple with honesty and dedication.

~ Nodoubt, Imran Khan's recent success
is the result of his selfless struggle, fim
faith in God, public support and, most im-
portantly, his leadership qualities to lead a
multi-disciplinary team under the umbrella
of the PTI. On a daily basis, activists from
different political parties and prominent
personalities belonging to various walks of
life are joining the PTI to support Imran
Khan's cause of ensuring social justice and
a corruption-free Pakistan,

It is a common belief that the pen is
mighticr tha: the sword. Imran Xhan has
also autiorc various books to express his
views and share his experience. His book
titlea ‘Pakistan: A Personal History' is
worth reading. In the book, he has men-
tioned various incidents that happened
during his journey from cricketer to party
chief. The book also provides foreign pol-
icy guidelines that are in the best interests
of Pakistan and its people.

“Today when Pakistani youth are [sic]
living in asociety in which there is [a! gap-
ing ethical vacuum, they are in critical
need of a deep and comprehensive educa-
tion based upon [Allama] Iqbal’s muld-
faceted philosophy,” Imran Khan writes in
his book while paying tribute to our na-
tional poet. Considering Allama Iqbal his
role model, Imran Khan laid the foupda-
tion of his political party on the basis of
justice, humanity and sell-esteem. On var-
ious occasions, he vowed to transform our
beloved country into a welfare state that
follows the model of Medina and the vision
of Quaid-e-Azam.

?I;aérsonally believe that the unfortu-
nate demise of Quaid-e-Azam after Pak-

A remarkable victory

istan’s first anniversary resulted in the ex-
ploitation of the political turmoil the coun-
try found itself in at that time. Today,
Imran Khan has raised the slogan of ‘Naya
Pakistan’ - this slogan is actually to ensure
the implementation of the ideclogy of Pak-
istan, where all citizens will be equal in the
eyes of the state. The recent election re-
sults are undeniable proof that the people
have trusted in Imran Khan's leadership
wholeheartedly.

These election results reflect the direct
relationip between better performance
and political stability. Those who were
taunting Imran Khan for taling U<ums are
today regretting not having stown flexabi-
ity to the public’s demands.

Imran Khan's post-election address to
the nation is being lauded on both na-
tional and international levels. This re-
flects the acknowledgment that the Imran
Khan-led Naya Pakastan has received. In
response to his commitment of establish-
ing cordial relations with the intemational
community, world leaders, including of
Ching, Saudi Arabia, India and Turkey
have felicitated him.

This massive victory has enabled the
PTTs leadership to focus on fulfilling the
pronses of ensuring social justice, curb-
ing corruption, turming Pakistan into a wel-
fare state and ending the country’s depend-
ency on foreign debts. These goals can
only be achieved if a team solely and
wholly based on merit is selected for the
federal and provincial cabinets.

The writer Is patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Council.
Twitter: @RVankwani
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Our tumbling rupee

Or Ramesh Kumar Vankwanl

ur busincss commu-

A | nity Is currently (nc-

aly ing considerable
~".

pressure as the US

doltar has climbed to Rs 13 in
the open masket. This homfic devalua
uan af the rupee 18 productng a negative
unpact an our national econoy and loe-
eign det

According to currency dealers, (he
sudden nae in the dollar pnee has also
directly Increased its demand A large
number of peodle ane now purchasing
dollazy on a masstve scale There ane
also reparts of A dollar shortage 1 the
open markel However econnmic #1-
peris have expressed concern over the
new wave of Inflation that could result
i more ccononue dilficultiea for
Palastan

The country Is heavily dependent on
VANOUS IMports, such as food products
ol and petoleum. machinery and viec
tronic itemy lromcally, Uw eaport 1ubo
s comparatively low The sudden de
creasc in the value of the ruper b nol
only increased the prices of fported
products, but it has also multuphicd our
debts

To underktand the current cnais,
there 15 a pressing need 1o analyse Jus
torical facts In the past, we were ex-
plaited when Bntish Introduced paper
currency For nearly 1,800 yoans, India
way amang the most prosperous coun-
try. The rupoe has been the currency
used In the Subcontinent since thine -
memorial. The woed ‘rupec’ [y derived

The US dnllar was once a silver coln
that was designed along the linen of the
Sganiah dollar Today. the dollar is wed
25 A curtency by more than 20 curren-
cics acrons the world The US dollar is
o the oMeial currency of East Tunor,
FEcuador, Micruneals, Bl Salvadar, the
Marshall Islands, Paramna, Palau, and
the Canbbean Netherlands

¥y the ¢nd of the 1ith century, gold
was just 15 umes more expensive than
sihver How ever, the diseovery of numer-
ous stlver mities throughout the US re-
sulted an the desaluation of silver.
Today gold is as much ax 70 times moge
cypensive than sitver Thas sttuanon en-
abired the US govenunent 1o enfagee the
gutd standard in 1000 This ts a wone-
Lary system i whgeh the dandard cen-
nocue wnit o basest on a facd am ant of
rold Mogeaver, the K‘.lld standard puar-.
ahleos (hal a cuftendy is a govesminent
subshitile (br maney

During e penod. e Subcontinent
was under the ught control of the
Batah 1o order to tranafer gold to Eng-
land the wlver standand was titroduced
in Hnnsh Inia Paper currency waa e
tated by inpenalists wo an to enable
them to not gty back i sobd fome Afer
the War of Independence in 1857, the
Bnush Jeclared the nupaee as the ufMcial
currency of colanial lndia The former
royal coine wete gradually disowned
and paper notes that were testied by the
Briush were circwated ncrass the coun-
try In otder to caplure & maximum
amount of gold, the Britlsh govermument
also established postal saving banks at
post offices, which olfered attractive by-

a form of bunk druft with vanable val-
ues Henry Dunaing Macleod, a
renowned economtst, explalned the
council bills in the following words:
“The more India council bulls are sold,
the more the diminution 1n the value of
sitver 14 Increased.. and o the councl
must sell a sulficient quantity to pro-
duce the reqquired amount tn gold.. a
sull Larger amount mast be sold o make
up for their diminlshed vidue ... and coo-
sequently the heavier Is the (axation on
the peoplr of India to meet the defi-
clency”

After Independence, Pakisian had no
choice but to utifise papcr currency
notes issued by the Reserve Bank of
India. The bank was rstablished tn Apnl
1635 to control the monetary policy of
the rupee. At the Umic of Independency,
8] wan wquivalent to sruand B3 11,
therefore, quite alarming that the US
dollar t5 expected to cruns Re131 Mean-
while, the Indlan rupce s in a compar-
tively better position - $1 ts currently
equivalent 1o around INR 67 While
theee is a race on the gledal level to in-
crease Rold reseves, Pakistun bs facing
intermational pressure to devalue the
national currency to increase foreign re
NIV A

China ks also aggressively increasing
Rold reserves o reduce our dependence
on the dollar. Similarly, the popularity
of cryptocurrencies like bitcoln indi-
cates that the Internet community
wunia to get rid of dollans.

It will be a serious challenge for our
new gavernment (o explore suitable al-
ternatives on a priority. basis to over

|

{

. lereat rates The gove sople
tram the Sanskrit word ‘rupa’, which  gold from the pcog;?le &?E’HT&?&L’ st of 5"32‘.';‘ crisis in the beat {ntee
P Chanaera oo wioned oy T Rt e it wiy e al
Xy also referrod to sllver -, To further manl ada - . b s WL, Ty
ey "I 1 bs ook, e, the Bilah, goveriment. aise a4
T Sl council bills thal were, in fact, ' Twitten @fVeatwmal -t
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A series of follies

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

) happened
with former

prime minister
Mian = Nawaz
Sharif is quite unfortunate for
WL the entire political arena. On
vanows occasions, | tried to discuss with
my former party leader the possible conse-
quences of his actions. Howeyer, Mian
Selih was more influenced by his so-called

Being bis well-wisher, | am dedicating
todzy’s column to Mian Sahib with the
bope that dhoving his stay at Adiala Jail, he
¥ bzve sufficient time to read and
Zzlre o those factors that resulted in his
poliica! dowmfall

¥ Sebib, the Adiala jail cell where
¥00 zre curreraly imprisoned was actually
Qesrected by none but your own self
20 vour previous teure. Mian Sahib, i
s tt you were unable to distinguish
b;"’mmﬁ\Mantosduempm
of speophants around you. Do you re-
:::be’_'hfﬂioq were elected to lead
mhmzn Mustim League? Have you
"m:;mﬂ?d why those who once ex-
0 Bere wh pogs In your leadership are
JgfimlmmseeﬂwMNprop-
Jour narrative throughout the

kﬂhmdmﬁm the

\

bitter truth is that your own brother and
close aides are reluctant to own this narra-
tive. You forget that you came to power
three times on the basis of the vote - and
nobody created hurdles in your way. Simi-
larly, if you really want to honour the vote
then why not just accept the results of the
recently-li:'d Senate elections and change
I I>chistan Assembly?
zsted several times the ap-
2 Hindu chairperson for the
Evacues irust Property Board, and even
suggestad the name of Honourable Rana
Bhagwanzs (late), the former chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan - but you had just tumed a
deaf ear. The incompetent chairperson ap-
pointed by you was later on dismissed by
the Supreme Court on different com-
plaints. And the PML-N also lost respect in
the eyes of 35 lakh non-Muslim voters.
You must recall the time when you ap-
proached same Supreme Court against an
elected prime minister. Rather than giving
advice to others to resign and go home,
you could also have resigned or dissolved
the assemblies after the Panama sca_.ndal
emerged. You had a golden opportuity to
set a most laudable trend. But unfopu-
nately your advisers suggested otherwise.
Mian Sahib, you enjoyed full authority
during your tenure and never facgd any un-
democratic conspiracy. Sometimes a vi-
sionary political leader has to take some
unwanted decisions for the best interest of

.the country but you failed to open four

constituencies for the sake of democracy.
When the sit-in outside parliament became
longer than expected, again you were in no
mood to initiate dialogue.

Because of the wrong policies of Ishaq
Dar, the US dollar is climbing to the high-
est price of Rs130 day by day. Despite your
claims of zero-loadshedding, the country is
still facing electricity shortages. Further,
the mishandling of the Faizabad protest
also damaged the overall reputation of the
PML-N. Why did you insist on keeping the
ministries of foreign affairs and defence
without ministers? You appointed the for-
eign affairs minister right at the end -
when the matter was questioned by the ho-
nourable courts.

The PML-N's social media cell has been
saying that PML-N workers are forced to
change their loyalties. I am of the view,
though, that it is actually wrong policies
and the blame-game with national institu-
tions that have forced people to part ways.

My observation is that a large number of '

people still love you but that they don't
support your narrative. Mian Sahib, I be-
lieve that an open apology would win you
the trust of the public again. To ensure the
sanctity of the vote in true letter and spirit,
it is very necessary for everyone to accept
the upcoming election results.

The writer is patron-in-chief of the
Paldstan Hinda Council.
Twitter: @RVankwani
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Social media and elections

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

or a stable demo-
cratic society, the
importance of a free
and fair election
cannot be denied. The credit
: for raising political aware-
ness among peopie 2fter a long struggle
goss to the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf.
Political analysts are of the view
that young activists of the PTI are util-
ising social media in a very efficient
manner Lo coavey the party’s message
thronghow the country. No doubt, the
P1Ts narretve is playing a pivotal role
= Cevelopizg peblic opinion on a
To counter the PTI in the digital
wordd other poinez! parties have also
c:-:?:oe_::szed::z‘ypmceon social
o= powsver. they are ignorant
Do t= Lo thar socizl media, if not
:::zz_:m_v;‘:' wx==y, is czpzable of harming
Cc£'s oWz —IeTesis. The most promi-
memz 22 n thes regard is of the
PMIN3 so=z) media strategy. Its con-
Tovem=! e mresporsthle tweets not
oy resTizd i wmending troubles for
S PN twop b=adershop bt also led
D COMITT oW TS toeriEingy, misun-
Grstmdiog P poitoes! ostahiluy
Bwdiys o> e3= 2imos every
poliiea! lzpder motdmg [—ran Khan
Sabboy S Biaw3l Boomo Zardar,
Marga= Ngwaz Soaih Zasheed and
Farooy Szaoar o= o==g T e 10 co>
ment Of Vanons SECorE! and mIma
Goral rssues. Theo rwests nog oly b
come viral withn seccods ba are aiso
shown o teiesicn 25 breadorg ness
There zre £o (w0 opicrs that nowa
days epapers. blogs znd oews porals
zre more poplzr thin the radinoral
media It k2s bagpened many 2 tmes

that the source of various breaking
news was actually a post that went viral
on social media, or a message shared on
WhatsApp groups.

Social media is also globally used for
effective and rapid communication
among states, envoys and political lead-
ership. All the world’s leaders have offi-
cial social media accounts, especially
on Twitter, where they openly express
their views, national stance and support
or warning for other countries. The im-
portance of social media in politics can
be gauged from the fact that both Don-
ald Trump and Hillary Clinton spent mil-

Running social media
campaigns has become as
essential as carrying out
door-to-door drives

lions of dollars on their social media
campaigns during the US presidential
elections.

Even almost two years after the US
presidential elections, reports of Rus-
sia's alleged intervention through social
media are still echoing in the media. In
a meeting with the US Senators, Face-
book founder Mark Zuckerberg also re-
portedly admitted to such involvement

in the presidential elections. The social

media networking website's administra-
tion is also facing criticism due to re-
ports of data leakage of users and
breach of privacy policies. So far Face-
book has had to bear a huge loss of $60
billicn in value.

Similarly, another political consul-
tancy firm has been accused of manipu-
Isting the US political system. The
zzency influenced voters through social
media by generating propaganda

against opponents, by publicising their
scandals and projecting images of
favourite candidates. According to for-
eign media, thousands of voters belong-
ing to various states of the US were tar-
geted to manipulate the election results.
The company has also been accused of
influencing the UK’s Brexit campaign,
as well as playing a suspicious role in
the elections of Kenya, Nigeriz, Brazil,
Mexico and Malaysia.

In Pakistan, social media ho: proved
its significance and thus, all political
parties are using the platform to convey
their political manifestos to thc public.
Candidates who have a presence on
Facebook, Whatsapp and Twitter are
likely to have a higher success rate.
Similarly, campaigning on social media
has become as essential as door-to-door
campaigning. Today, almost all political
candidates understand the importance
of latest technologies very well. Many
politicians are hiring social media ex-
perts to manage their official Facebook
and Twitter accounts to ensure maxi-
mum number of votes. Due to social
media's active role, voters have become
empowered to interact with polm_cal
candidates and seek answers regarding
many issues. )

In the current political scenario,
many examples can be quoted of how
social media influenced decisions of top
party leaders. However, we must not be-
lieve each and every post. Many a times,
fake news, morphed photographs and
fabricated videos have also attracted the
attention of traditional media. We must
use the platform wisely and for good
reasons. The active role of social media
will help ensure free and fair elections.

The writer is patron-in-chief of the

Pakistan Hindu Council. “’J

Twitter: @RVankwani

26

Scanned with CamScanner



https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

e

Saturday
July 7, 2018

THE

INTERNATIONAL

Sawal 2, NP AL

-
N

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani
ecep Tayymp Erdo-
gan of the Justice

Je anil Develogment

£ Pany has once again

won a new fveyear tenm
afler secunng absolte vie
sy o the Turkish presldential elections,
Intwally due on November3, 2019, Pros
v Erdogan armounted tn hold the elec-
tou easlier thive montts ago. The Turkdsly
o0diy reported tha Erdogan succeedd
by seuning Leagly &3 percent of popular
vi4es Fut the it time, the prestdential
A pardamentary elevtions were held to-
ivther The wter tumaut was repontedly
;-rumd 87 pereent. On hehall of Pakistanis,
%ould hke to congratulate twe Turkish
Pode for the victory
e‘:z;\“f:;ll}:_lu reeent electorad refunns,
> o pame minister has been abol-
:‘{&Uﬂw_ulrrc of the president will senve
o the country's head of tha state ani
&“xm Sundlacly, a vice presidency s
T oduced, Wheris the prosidon) b
;c;f“"“‘“"‘* W take decisicaw nbowt s
ol g sl i
S dom g‘d}‘dﬂlr.;\\l sate uMicials
Cnteny AN his political career by
“alﬂt?ll“l;f[“],(ml body elections held tn
o khnl‘ni' \1" ’u.’.u clevted as the mayor
tethory ”: .n wt Sine, the ety faced a
it o " scnous problems such as
U age, traffic jams, alr pallution
. 35 of garbage suvwn nerass the
ek ) {'j“' 100k various initiatives
gy g nds of challenges. Due to his
bt e 4 rl'ﬂ&. lanbul was trassfarmed
LT *mﬁnmcpl beautiful citiess of the
"’l'f;cc OIW the first roundtable
o ‘%0 mayars wheeteln mayors
kg 8 !lnhal cities shared their
a m’:’mﬂi lronjcally, he was
Yury Suspended from the
2 0Mee <ing (g e

Latter, Erdogu cimerged as an influeg-
tial national keader of the Turkish pobtical
nrena Elected g pedme minister in 20003
and ruling for almest 15 years before
belng Wected as the presudent in 2014, Er-
dagan succecded In strengthening
Turkey's econoiny, The Turkish govern-
ment imade nvesting in education, health-
care and lnfrastructure el (op prionties.
Erdogan also managed to successfully
[ree Turkey from the IMF.

Whether it ts the Palestinian [ssue or
the Ralungya crists, Erdogan’s forelgn pol-
ley revolves around supporting the op-
pressed. The Turkish president believes
Waat: “1( we, as a nation and country, want
1o achieve our goals, we first need a pow-
crful und efficient system of governient,
in which who has the power and the i
sponsibility t4 well-defined * He iv of the
view that political instabllity ressits in
socio-rcanumie problems.

The recent Turkish clections have
brought Turkey In the same tmelight dnt
it was In exactly a hundrd yeus ago, At
that tne, Uie Qunman Exnpire wis facing
a tough thme by natfopalist, secular and
foretgn clements. Interostingly, the Khilaf
Moveent was st in Britsh India in
support of Turkey. The movernindt brought
prominent Thndu and Muslim leaders
closer (o etthance coopiration for the (nu
dom struggle Mauluna Muhagymad Ali
Jauhar, Manlana Shankag Al Allnma Igbed,
Maulann Atnd Kalaun Azad and Malatanma
Gandli wene some polineal leaders who
mubilised rnsses in support the Ortomun
caliphate = whict ruled over much of

Routhexd Burope, Westemn Assa aod Nosth

Africu between the [hth and early 20
centtries. The Khilalu Movement ter in-
spired praple wctoss e Subconinent to
achieve frevdom froun the British
Pakistan established diplomatc rels-
tons with Turkey sodt nfler its lndepen-
denie and thrir Wtateral eedatlona became
increasingly strong The Turkish govemn-

Leadérship matters

ment strongly supports the Pakistang
stance on Kashmir The name of our
toaal Lunguage 'Crda’ s staedf a Turkrah
word. a reflectton of the twis reglon’s b
torical eultural tes Both the countnies
have many roads, parks and poblic place
nauned after each other’s patonal leadirs
The Attaturk Avenue i Islamabad and
Jinnah Row! In Ankara, are both a re-
minder of how clese the two countnies

are. The Turkaah people fove treaung ol |

Pakistus s hrothers

Both the countnes used to face stru-
lur challenges. However, Turkey was
lucky enough to huve g sincere, honest
an bold Jeadership in the form of Tayyp
Enlogan. His recent victory deteniunes
hes firm commitment and passion Lo senve
Turkuy. A few yeans ago, when some anti-
democracy elements tned to topple his
govemment, the Turkish people came out
on Uie atreets in suppon of their beloved
charismatic leader

As paliticians, we niced to leam many
lessans (o the Turkash leader. First, our
paolitical struggle must have some noble
pumose of servang mandand. There truy be
anumber of challenges, but a real patitician
overcomes all erises with the support of
the peaple. To achieve our tangets, we may
VoW our strategy but thene should be no
compromise on principles and ideologies.

This month, we nre aiso holding r-

tinnal clections in Pakistan | believe that

the political desvlopments in Turkey will
serye as an eye-opener for all of ug. We
have to undesstand the impartance of vale
for selecting the nght leaderstup. If our
hrotherdy country Turkey can get nd of
IMF loans, then why can't Pakistan? The
trusfonnatan of Pakastan into a tuly sov-
ervagn country depends on how wisely we
chomse our Jeadership through the ballot

The writer is patron-in-chief of the
Pakdstan Hindu Coaadl.
Twitter: ORVankwani

_J

27

Scanned with CamScanner

~R



https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

Dr Ramesh—Kumai VankWahi

of drinking water for

RNtaa | People residing in Islamabad

38 | and Rawalpindi. But from its

latest pictures, it is heart-

wrenching to see that extremely hot

weather and low rainfall has left the dam
barren and dry.

According to media reports, the water
level has gone below the dead level. Once
a popular picnic spot for families, the
boats that once took tourists on tours of
the scenic Rawal Lake are now parked on
dryland

Similarly, the most important source of
water supply to Karachi, the Hub Dam, is
also drying up rapidly. According to the
water board's officials, the water level in
the Hub Dam has dropped to nine inches,
and because of reaching the dead level,
only 10 days' stock of water is left for the
east and west districts of Karachi. Experts
are concemed that if there are no rains in
the coming days the water supply to the

residents could be completely halted by
the end of July. The Hub Dam also supplies
water to Balochistan

Water is among the basic necessities of
life. From ancient times to the modem era,
water availability is ensured before estab-
lishing any new town or city. We also have
exannples of intemational countries such
as Somalia and Ethiopia where water
shortage had created the worst kind of hu-
manitarian cnsis

The UN has ranked Pakistan among
the five most unfortunate countries that

he Rawal Dam is
6 ) considered to be one
BT of the major sources

~
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A water emergency

are presently facing a water crisis. Accord-
ing to the UN report, per capila water
availability in Pakistan has declined from
5,260 cubic metres in 1951 to below 900
cubic mietres in recent years. According Lo
international standards, a country must
have at least 120 days of water stocked.
But, regrettably, Pakistan has only 30 days
of water storage capacily to meet its aver-
age needs, whereas our neighbour, India,
has 220 days of water storage capacity.

[t is a bitter reality that Pakistan had to
face many problems as a result of the un-
fair distribution of water at the time of In-
dependence. Accepting the intermediary
role of the World Bank, India and Pakistan
signed the Indus Waters Treaty Agreement
in 1960. According to the agreement, con-
trol over the water flowing in the three
castern rivers - the Beas, Ravi and Sutlej -
was provided to India, while the control
over the water flowing in the three viest-
e nvers - the Indus, Chenab and Jhelum
- was given o I"akistan,

However, India has reportedly built
around 3,200 dins whereas the count of
total dams awid reservoirs in Pakistan over
the height of 15 metres s not more than
150. Tronically, Pakistan has dlways had to
face severe criticism of political parties
over the construction of new dams. The
credit for laying the foundation of the first
dam in Pakistan goes 1o Gen Ayub - the
Mangla Dam. In a short period of six
years, the dam’s construction was com-
pleted. Later, work on other small dams,
including Tarbela and Chashma, was also
started. The Tarbela Dam has the distinc-
tion of being the biggest earth-filled dam
in the world.

The issue of the Kalabagh Dam has
emerged during the tenure of almost every

govermment. It is said that the paper work
of this project was completed during Gen
Ayub’s era, while the construction begay
during Zia's era. While some segments of
our society are in favour of the Kalahagh
Dam, there are also its opponents. Al-
though the largest province supports the
Kalabagh Dam, the other three smaller
provinces oppose its construction. The
water issue is not Limited to one area and
in the future the entire nation will have to
face a severe waler crisis.

According to 2 media report, our other
neighbour, China, has constricted more
than 87,000 small and big darvs (o combt
the water crisis. China has also proposed |
to Pakistan that rather than v -ung e
on adisputed dam, we should constnit40 |
eco-friendly gravity dams that can gener- |
ate electricity 14 times more than the -
abagh Dam. There s also natioral coiser- |
sus over the Dasu, Diamer-Bhashiz and
Munda dams. ,

The negligence, non-seriousness it
the zero interest of all the past £over
ments in the construction of new dams 0f
water reservoirs is the key factor for the |
crisis that we are facing today. If Pakisian |
continues to not pay attention 10 1t
waler reservoirs, we may have Lo lace |
more serious consequences in the nedr
future. The Pakistani nation, civil socict)
and media all must demand the te!
elected govemment to address the 155U |
of water crisis on an emergency lmt:‘
We must not forget thal our laziness ¢
permanently make Pakistan & water |
stressed country

The writer is patron-in-chief of the
Paldstan Hindu Council.
Twitter: @RVankwani
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Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

id is a festival of

peace, love, broth-

erhood and equal-

ity. This year, we

practically witnessed the

positive impact of Eid in

ghanistan. On June 7, Afghan President

Ashraf Ghani announced a temporary

ceasefire with Taliban fighters so as (o

ensure a violence-free Eidul Fitr. As a

goodwil gesture, the Afghan government

als_o decided to release many Taliban
prisoners,

In response, the Afghan Taliban
vowed to halt attacks on government
forces. This is the first time that the Tal-
iban accepted the ceasefire offer since
their government was toppled in 2001,
Qn Eidul Fitr, dozens of unarmed Tal-
iban fighters reportedly emerged from
their hideouts and visited different
Alghan towns and cities, including
Kabul, where they were greeted by lo-
cals, government officials and the sécu-
nty forces. .

_Anumber of photographs and video
clips have gone viral on social media in
which Taliban fighters, the people and
the security forces are seen celebrating
Eid festival in a cheerful manner. Many
Taliban fighters were seen taking selfies
¥ith people. In a video footage that was
&red onan Afghan TV channel,  Taliban
Wamonsseenarri\inginalownona

2 subsequently taking self-
‘ff "X an Afghan soldier Photographs

(Y :

_Friday, June 22, 2018

- Atemporary ceasefire

The Eid celebration also portrayed a
soft image of Afghanistan as a whole.

It is a universal truth that violence can
never help win the hearts and minds of
people. At the end of the day, peace has
to prevail. World history serves as a tes-
tament to the belief that all violent con-
flicts ultimately have to shift towards di-
alogue and mutual understanding. Now,
it is in best interest of the Taliban to
adopt a political and democratic means
to achieve their goals.

The successful ceasefire also came as
a pleasant surprise for the intenational
community. A tweet by German Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Martin Koble: siated
that: “Impressive pictures from the first-
ever truce in #Afghanistan showing the
thirst for peace. Some scenes remind me
of the joy after [the] fall of [the] Berlin
Wall. Hope both sides will continue [the]
truce, enter in[to] immediate negotia-
tions”. The German envoy, who is popu-
lar among Pakistanis due to his various
public diplomacy initiatives and tweets in
Urdu, also shared a photograph of a Tal-
iban fighter accompanied by Afghan sol-
diers holding rose flowers in their hands.

Even the US - a key player in the war
on terror - has welcomed the temporary
ceasefire. A statement issued by the US

* State Department said that the Afghan
government's offer of a temporary cease-
fire underscores its commitment to peace
as both a national and religious responsi-
bility. Endorsing the US narrative, vari-
ous world leaders hoped that the cease-
fire will allow the people of Afghanistan

. 10 move their coundry towards peace and

meeting  prosperity. In contrast to the despair

country successfully opened new av-
enues for more hope and expectation.

However, the attacks carried out in
Nangarhar on June 17 were quite unfor-
tunate and resulted in the loss of many
people - including civilians, government
forces and Taliban fighters who were cel-
ebrating Eid. The horrific blast reportedly
happened outside the regional governor’s
office in Jalalabad city when the gover-
nor was meeting a Taliban delegate. This
tragic incident proves that it is not wise
to blame the Taliban for all acts of mili-
tancy. The Western media believe that
Isis was involved in the attack. But it is
too early to reach a conclusion.

The Afghan government and the Tal-
iban must jointly investigate the matter
and find the culprits. Various global play-
ers or non-state actors are presumably
not in favour of peace in Afghanistan as
it does not serve their vested interests.
They must not forget that ensuring a
peaceful society is dream of Afghans -
whether they are in the government or in
the Taliban ranks.

Despite all the troubles created by the
Afghan government since the outset, Pak-
istan always stands with the people of
Afghanistan. The Afghan leadership must
understand that an effective and joint
border management system will ensure
peace and prosperity for both countries.
The positive role of the Pakistan Army in
curbing terrorism must also be acknowl-
edged. Let's hope that we get to see the
day when Afghanistan will announce a
ceasefire with Pakistan on all fronts.

—

T r—_——

The writer is patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindun Council
Twitter: @RVankwani'
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Donating blood

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwanl

lTEA T

orld Blood Donor
Day is oclebrated
across the globe
on June 1 annu-

ally, The purpose behind
nurking the day is (o encour-

aze valuntary Woad donors and raise
vvateness pbowt the newd for regular
Hiacd donatons for patlents in neesd.

Hedorically, our planet hins withessed a
witor of imgie incidents including natu.
ml dsaslers, tenvoristn and walfic accl-
dents, which have reswulted in the loss of
Htiisows precious lives. Inthe past, Buy-
pean countries wsed 1o wige honific wurs
and unvasions st each other, resulting
inalot of Woodshed. However, at the Kane
(Wi, teuy huwaadty-loving Eatropean sci-
enlists tried to save lives
i swve lives through blom
The fust succes(ul bloot transfusior
vahaig a hunen being was performad Ly
Fi'\-rrh physician Jean-Baptiste Denys l?u
1687, Later, Dr James Blundell,  Britis|
ST unvented an instrunent du i l
10 contay fop g iRgthe
entary for directly tnsfising b
! ool
Axitien|,

‘11;: 3 healthy person 1
UNCVRL, @ major breakt),
: ) ough oc.
:::1 \-\dt:q an 4\\_1\1n:m p.'lllmlos:i):l.olgr
n 1‘:«‘10]1 XY, discoveryd blood grouns
i t.;gfl,; succeded iy idn-mlf)'inu (IT-

Roups A, B and () wWith thejr

f¥jecied characteristy. Dr Karl | 2nd

Dunrg the Pirg w
S Norld Wy ther
. C arose

an urkent need for blood donations an a
arye seale. Thus, blood banks were estab-
lished to store the donated blood and pre-
sorve for later transfusions. Oswald Hope
Robertson, a medical researcher and US
Army officer, is known for ctablishing the
inltial Llood banks to serve the wounded
soldiers of the British and American
armies, Later, 8 British sumeon named Ge-
offrey Keynes desigwd a portable machine
that cowld stone blood to ensue that tnues-
fusions were caied out more easily, How-
aver, the world's first organised bloo bank
was established in the Saviet Union,

In Pakistan, blood tmmsfusion services
e being provided by many public, private
and NGO-run Llood banks. A majorily of
blond banks are akso established at hospi-
tals. The Pakistan Hindu Couneil is une
such soclal charity organisation that car-
ties out blood donation activities regularly.
According to media reports, it is estimated
that al beast 3.2 iillion bktles of blood ane
required for Pakistan patients on an an-
nual basis, Unfortunately, just 1.8 willion
bottles are arrnged, which ultimately re-
sulls in the loss of many lives.

There are many myths and misunder-
standings found nmong our people, which
lul why they are reluctant in donating
l:‘“Od Beli ann MBBS doctor, | would like
ch;‘“|0$10t‘|(-:illg,' denounce the baseless
\\-.'ui:;u":.u. ‘f’.‘l{' People who are over-
( re eligible to donate blood. In

et there are three extry bottles of blood
Moreding eddically- it |‘ i
8 Why cvors o Y- haman body, That
0 years "P healthy adult porson of 1610
Ofbl;odo _-'u:‘: can easily donate a bottke
e very three months, [t s highly

i ‘ommended 1o haye bloodscreeni
sl :ium before donating, ‘ e
0 oyr 1'3??, ":I‘WW blood cells forming
resull of (ransfusions,

strengthens the bady's immunity against
dixeases. Donating blood) improves o
overall healih. Similady, increased lave] of
iron in the Mlood ruscx the nsk of my s
rious discases, Regalar donation of blod
mso reduces the clances of o heat artack
by 88 percent. Additionally, a sescarch
study disclosed (hat regular donation of
Dlood increases the life of a peison by i
et four morw years, The process of bood
donations also helps decrose the chodes
terol Jevel.

Blow] donation can be a hunible ges
e to serve humanily. Wc-' et ok forgd
that every religion asks its .
save human life. Therefore, we mlN;(;o
sidlor dotating blood asa rellpad :; e
cial duly. Acconting to mectical 15,;‘:;1 o

new blood celis { unnu'l due b’; fare by

followers 10

tion freshon up “e skin 00 e il
ducing the effe-+ of old-age. ”‘:;l: :
my view, it is s udly the bl‘w; s whO
Ul;ll i peflicted oD (e faces h .‘( wolus
selfemsly senve © ikiond without
;“U' K;"’m""‘l ac antage 1 -"u“:;'rlnﬁxl-
In today’s cti1a) age. G; s
neet blvod done - with patieh | WhatsAP?
gard, anumber o websi 1;: o prfor™
groups have be. o o up :11:’ sodil med?
ing very well. £ n’no“""‘l ' wmjucfd
networkingsitc. £ eb00k Tl
a feature for Prlastant b rcient

s iows IOV s
htood donatic = 1viLes . yarl
On World [

I
Day i
mind>
awarness actn lwld in i
s Wit ;
spences and Vo3 were W by
{'( ’ 'l: The ¢+ qmands B (_“'"lmﬁ
a::m:oz.' for s+ ;Iumw:z;]d
p M ~ ) I
donating just o: altlet
ol t
The writer is p2! ‘:.‘ln-chl« fo |
Pakistan Hindu © - :.Tﬂl.
Twltters @RVank: 7
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Societal harmony

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

| ure 8 is of much signif-

‘ ) f icance in the history of
e the US. Today, active
participation of white

i :
ﬁ = blzck Americans can be
Tz in every field of

2= Deemiz e US even elected a

.,’.."..._'..._:-!_-..4

e 4

T ez The Spreme Coom of the USin
= I=omend decision of June 8, 1953,
20 2 resmmers lnczed in Washing-
w0 o oo more refose (o serve black

Tz Pmor 1ot black Americans
#== tarrzd Som even entering restau-

ST N, Y

TPIed by SIEe pople.
Tos I s 3 o v
IZlImiTERe

—— .

102 Py of Hlaek Amedicans sants
In the 16th cermory. whem pecpls from
Africa were forc2 i broogz 1o 22 (S as
slaves. Accarding 1o reszarch reports
during the Amsricze War of Indepen
Gence, there were 2oz 2003 black sob
diers associated with miias ]

-
PR
O WLD TS 1055 A0

served as privateers and wagonzers ir

l 5

the forces, and zs servents 1o oFicers. .

Moreover, it i estimared that s mary s
5,000 African-Americgns were in combet
Lroops a that time.

Crispus Amuchs, 2 szvedore of African
descent, s considered tobe e St Amar-

ican martyr who sacrificed his life in 1770
during the war against the British, His
heroic role is widely acknowledged in the
freedom literature of the US. Later, Attucks
also became a legendary figure of the anti-
slavery movements which rose in the US.

[ronically, after the US was founded,
African-Americans continued to be en-
slaved. It was not until Abraham Lincoln
convinced all states to prohibit slavery that
the practice was abolished. It was he who
had the 13th constitution amendment
passed to the US' constitution. The amend-
ment declared that, “neither slavery nor in-
voluntary servitude, except as a punish-
ment for crime whereof the party shall
have been duly convicted, shall exist
within the US, or any place subject to their
Jurisdiction.” It was passed by the Senate
on April 1864. Later, the 14th Amendment,
adopted in July 1868, granted equal citizen-
ship to black Americans, including those
formerly brought as slaves and liberated
after the Civil War.

Even after such remarkable constitu-
tional steps, the black people were report-
edly treated as second-class citizens who
had no civic nghts. The widespread hatred
and discrimination against black-Ameri-
cans in society can be understood from the
fact that the doors of the restaurants
owned by white people were closed for
black diners, just 65 years ago. However, to
ensure that black people integrated in the
American society the US' Supreme Court
took 2 historic decision.

In Pakistan. when we look at non-Mus-
lim citizens we see that they also made
hnge contributions to make the Pakistan
Movement successful. Jogendra Nath
Mzndal a Hindu politician and close com-

panion of Quaid-e-Azam, is among the
founding fathers of Pakistan. Quaid-e-
Azam, on many occasions, announced that
Pakistan would be made a model country
where every citizen regardless of his
racial, ethnic or religious differences will
be provided with equal opportunities, and
it will be ensured that they spend their life
according to his beliefs.

A recent report by the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan disclosed that the
number of voters belonging to religious mi-
norities in Pakistan has reached 3.63 mil-
lion, where Hindu voters continue to main-
tain their majority among all minorities.
The number of Hindu voters now stands at
1.77 million. It seems as if the Pakistani so-
ciety is still divided into a majority and mi-
nority on the basis of religious affiliations.
Despite all the sacrifices for Pakistan, the
patriotic minorities are not allowed to send
their genuine representatives o partiament
through direct and dual vote.

There are restrictions on non-Muslims
to hold specific offices. Similarty, doors of
many state institutions are closed to the
highly-educated, most qualified and tal-
ented Pakistani citizens just because they
belong to minority communities.

Today, if we want to see Pakistan be-
come a ‘Asian Tiger’, we need to follow the
Quaid-e-Azam’s vision in letter and spirit by
allowing every citizen to serve our beloved
country on the basis of merit. Religious
harmony must also be an integral part of
every political party’s election manifesto.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindn Council

Twitter: @RVankwani
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Dr-Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

nally, all the constitu-
ional requirements to
merge the (now for-
merly) Federally Ad-
ministrated Tribal Areas (Fata)
with the province of Khyber
Pakhmunkhwa (KP) have been fulfilled
successfully. Geographically, Fata is a
sem-zronamous irbal region adjacent to
the Afghan border. consisting of seven
Tie! acences and Six froniier regions.

3 ich heritage of waging free-
& sroggles azamst foreign invaders.
Izt the peak of their power. the
5= fzred wough resitznce in control-
I T el zreas Haa Mirzzh Khan alias
Faoe= of I wes o= legendary freedom
Sgizerwo bedorzed 1o this region. Today,
2 = ioomed o IKamehed abso reminds
== o == Teedom sz To suppressin
STE=mCes. @2 Frocier Crimes Regula-
o '-"1_:?. ‘¥2s orrodoced during the
Boosh By & 1301, Under the FCR. citi-
zeos were deprved of the right to appeal,
to hzve 3 Lrwrer a5 well as present evi-

demoe The brwr was bellad ag 3 ‘black

bz Gt viniates toeman fighis is “dre
::J_::::.".:::\: ad even “m—:‘:iumc'.m
iEmieipegizalo g red it
Pa_‘;s.'p_: Movemers 10 e:d‘:pliz Brin'slﬁ
ol & 5 reporied B a leader of freedom
fighters Mamiana Faoal Plaby Wazirahadi
aended & hstone Marnch 23 1040 jalsa
in Lahore to represers the ribal popula.
tion &nd endorse the Palagen Resohmtion.
The tneondnom! s the mb:h O
ple had for Quzdetram s mp\;d
during his Ecoic +3555 10 the triba) arpas
In 1843, a large rommber of people cam
out on the streets of Lan Eo‘il-:o w f
come their betoved leader 2ng L*-: Jﬁ‘fg]
peqple chose to assozze G f:;:w:- wIh
an independent ard soversim Palag
Similarly, Quaid-e-Azam 2ty pom s
spected the people of Fara rxT(g-:l‘\m
alty, sacrifices ard commims -

——==xI feor
"

xahxss
eSOl LR

Congratulations Fata

achieving freedom. Being the first gover-
nor general, Quaid-e-Azam addressed a
grand tribal jirga in April 1348 at the Gov-
emor House in Peshawar to acknowledge
the contributions of the people of this re-
gion. He also announced to withdraw
armed forces from the area, calling the pa-
triotic tribal people a frontline force in
protecting the western borders.

Regrettably, the demise of the found-
ing father after only a year of Independ-
ence resulted in the agenda of integrating
the tribal areas into the national main-
stream being ignored. It is quite hurtful
that Pakistan decided to continue govern-
ing the area through the FCR law, inher-
ited from the British. The neighbouring
government of Afghanistan’s continuous
attempts to interfere in internal matters by
raising the baseless issue of ‘Pukhtunistan’
was also condemnable.

Although Fata vas declared a part. of
Parlflstan in the 1973 constitution, art:cles
247 and 248 restricted the jurisdiction of
parliament, the Supreme Court and high
court to the neglected tribal areas. The
then prime minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
fgnned a committee under General (r)
Naseerullah Babar, which included Hafeez
Pirzada, Rafi Raza and Dr Mubashar Has-
san. The aim of the committee was Lo cre-
ate a framework for merging Fata with KP
(then the North-West Frontier Province)
for Ehe then Upcoming general elections.
Fmaﬁ:l[lm?"lo this, Gep Zia transformed
g e S e
IatEr (N ghan jihad. Twenty years
o 1996, the government tried to in-

oduce the adult franchise system in the
of p;hr:;f lor facilitating a direct election
g €ntary representatives, The ini-

m[&’*;lggé? d[‘gliver due to the fact that
province. " 14 Wasnota part of any

;) )
wzénu;gOchtﬂe government tried to ex-
g Government Regulation to
iy 3 €ver, people showed no interest
ue to ghe US' attack on neigh-

Alghanistan, During Musharraf’s

\-\

tenure in 2006, a Fata Reforms Committee
was formed. But the law and order sipy,
tion in the region again proved a hyrdle
Then again in 2014, the Political Parties
Joint Committee on Fata Reforms, in jts
11-point agenda demanded that the triba)
people of Fata must also be given legal
political, democratic and constitutional
rights. The successful operations, Zarbe-
Azb and Radd-ul-Fasad, also played a piv-
otal role in securing peace and stability in
the tribal areas. The demand - raised by
some people of the region - of declaring
Fata a separate province named ‘Qabailis
tan’ would not have worked due to the ge-
ographic and economic situation of the
tribal areas. These areas need KP's sup-
port for rehabilitation and reconstruction
of infrastructure including roads, commu-
nication networks and education and
healthcare facilities. o
Although Fata hzd a representaionin
the National/Asser” v and the Senate, I

the presence of the I - 2 the parhamex!ualrn
jans were unable to v their t_iue role
"in the interest of

carrying out legisl
the people of Fai
merger has abolishc.
the separate status ¢
areas. Encouraging’»
ences, political partic
commitment of Arm .
Javed Bajwa, the people of Fai K};ﬁ;
emment and all parliamentary rep‘f[{n, s
tives who participated in the vounis
highly remarkable. ent, Maulad Fir

On this historic mo
and ehmood

3ut the Fata-KP
re FCRas well®
~rded to the bd
Jespite all differ
<t1o\\'(‘d Um[} The
Chief Gen Qamaf

zlur Rehman - Gion
Achakzai must also st port U‘f"_fmﬂ
for the sake of Pakistasi 4‘ngel?lﬂﬂbm s it
also understand that intcjr o region

the best interest of the A:l i e nte o

Pakistanis warmly wel- f o,
tion of Fata into the mai=F

The writer is a member ¢© ¢ h;ﬁ:""
Assembly and patron-in-ciief®

Pakistan Hindn Council

Twitter: @RVankwani /
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Tagl;ﬁhg heatwaves

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

3 or the past many days,
' 3 Karachi has once again
2 q-; been facing the worst
: ‘ kind of heatwave, and
ﬂ repontedly dozens of precious
tizman hives have been lost so
&z Mot of Bese who died were fasting due
T =¢ 'oi7 —ores of Ramazan The situation
= Yeeome Dezsrgly crtical due to elec-
T Soae
The or7 w2= ance imowm for its moder-
=2 veer Geogmrtacally, Karachi is lo-
-2z grmg T coas 2 is supposed to
: = 3 reoresi Tiessary drmate. However,
© % Tt ey Tep T over 60 people
o= mmoredy 3= 2=ing the ongoing
arwr= = Erpemse excesded 40 de
7= dmes g mowedes of the casuah
=% Se~rdmg 3 Ze Srector health
T w tezariee eats ke temnre
e £ op oo Sslary the
‘poissman o T Sooh Ses Deparment
Camed o 2l Do medemes @ retes-
) T e e ST 2 E
hopmis. Srwewer 2 admrmes S bl
hospezls repared xeepg moemed ovx 2)
ater pedigl TeEmeT
Such sagemerrs mwmd me of T2
deadhest pezrwe= D¢ onF Fced m 215
which resalies = Qe demtds of & 22
1200 people. & s mamiy D= <22L
sick and e homeiess wor St ez of
l2kmg the ssue seoesiy EowemmeT -
cials kept stafmg Ge msprpsmi SO
Oré Geparmmens o 2o ofer =2 IS
have passed, bz £ seems = e £
ment has still pak feas amyRmg S
MStakes Instead of tiong o= RIS

to tackle the crisis, our institutions are
again busy in denying facts.

Heatwaves are a global phenomenon re-
lated to climate change. Internationally, the
US and UK, Europe, Australia, India and
many other countries also face this chal-
lenge. It is further expected that extreme
heatwaves will become increasingly com-
mon across the globe in the near future. We
need to make use of the international com-
munity’s experience of tackling this crisis.

The government must focus on prepar-
ing a proper action plan to prevent and han-
dle a heatwave with the coordination of var-
ious departments, individuals, the media
and the civil society. There is a dive need to
run public awareness campaigns and issue
heatwave alerts. We must recognise this
phenomenon as a major health risk, and
identify vulnerable communities. We must
devise a strategy to protect shopkeepers,
auto mechanics, taxi and rickshaw drivers,
labourers, police officials and security
guards, who are extremely vulnerable to
hearwaves and its adverse impacts, such as
dehydration and sun strokes.

Nobody can deny that forestarion acts as
a coolant. Trees which can serve as shades
for butldings are helpful in decreasing the
need to tum air condiioners on. Similarly,
trees also decrease all kinds of air pollution
znd gas emussions. Unfortunately, Pakistan
s the highest annual deforestation rate in
the regon. and according to media reports,
tre country's forest cover is less than 2.5
perceri of the 1ol land

treemational experts have time and
7z ecphaesad that at least 25 percent of
Taracs's area should be reserved for trees
=g pear=non Bur sadly, alzu'genumberqf
ees bze been all downinthemermpqhs
© e make space for residential colonies
er fox sy reasrs.

The government must initiate massive
plantation drives in the city on a priority
basis, whereas citizens must also plant trees
in their homes and gardens for the sake of
protecting the environment. ‘One tree for
one building’ must be made a compulsory
rule. Those who live in apartments should
consider the environmental benefits of hav-
ing green roofs. According to my knowl-
edge, a green roof can help keep the temper-
ature down in a home by as much as six to
eight degree Celsius. Trees and vegetation
play a crucial role in Jowering surface and
air temperatures, only if they are planted in
strategic locations around buildings and
public places. The city government must
consult international environmental experts
to have surveys conducted in this regard.
Being the largest city and the commercial
hub of the country, Karachi needs more
trees to balance its ecosystem.

Recently, a popular trend of planting
date palms was witnessed in the city. But
the most favourable trees to be planted in
the city are those that consume less water
and provide more shade. For this reason,
and because of numerous other benefits,
Neem trees should be planted. According to
experts, temperature under the Neem'’s
shadow is around 10 degrees lower than the
actual temperature, whereas it is only three
to four degrees lower under shades of other
trees. [ believe that planting trees is the only
workable solution that can save innocent
lives. Gardening courses must also be in-
cluded in the school curniculum so that our
youth learns about the importance of plan-
tation from an early age.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Couneil

Twitter: @RVankwani
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Korean peace

‘Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

D t was undoubtedly a his-
| toric moment when last

~ @ N month a North Korean
ﬂ ruler entered South Korea
 for the first ume - the two had

been at war with each other

e 195)

Lasz year | had the opportunity to rep-
reser Pakastan at an intemational peace
summat in Seoul. the capual of South
Rorea Ir ar arucle at the ume, | had ex-
prar=d = de2al that even after 70 years of
separeion South Koreans sull strongly
 p=2ceful reuntfication with
trethren My words have
1 e recent visit of the
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president popularly elected in the whole of
East Asia.

The North Korean military is considered
10 be the world's fourth largest military
Every citizen is required to undergo some
sont of milnary tramning. According to media
reports, North Korea has at least 10 nuclear
warheads, whereas South Korea has kept
away from participating in the race. While
North Korea tnes (o secure its [uture
through achieving nuclear weapons and
missiles, South Korea, supported by the US
and other Western countnes, tres to de-
velop itself as a modern country which is
also the world's biggest investor in research,
smartphone and other digital technology. Its
leading mobile manufacturing company,
Samsung, 1s popular across the globe. In
North Korea, only one out of every 10 per-
son has a mobile phone.

While North Korea has restricted its citi-
zens from accessing internet, people in
South Korea enjoy the world's fastest aver-
age Intemet speed, 28.6 Mbps. The govern-
ment 1s rapidly rolling out 1 GB per second
connectons, which is 142 times faster than
the average speed offered globally and 79
Umes faster'lhan the average speed avail-
31319 in the U'S. About 45 million people or
Y= percent of the South Korean population
dfe Nlemet users. Ironically, there are re-
F\T:”;dl?' only 28 websites available for
Y_i" ‘_l"‘_’“'f‘m Lo visit, most of which con-
-=~u\~w¢ bropaganda
. P‘:ﬂll Korea also lags far behind in infra-
i’p«; “:L“U*V(‘lopmem Reportedly, only
aglh r‘ r(::u of the roads in North are ac-
T-b’[sa:g‘.:g;\d only 11 out of every 1,000
—rie ol K; ’tu Oown a car. Long queues
i'.-:i-; gt a bus stops throughout the
Trren, o - other hand, South Korea has

TE retaorks of ralways, snotorways,
S Ioutes. ferry services and air
=TS percent of the roads
~outh Korea is also the third

2

AT - =~
= -

E® panved

country in the world where maglev traing
are being operated on a commercial bagis
Approximately 15 million tourists visit
South Korea every year.

The North Korean economy is highly de
pendent on coal exports to neighbounng
China, and is considered one of the world's
poorest countries. However, the South Ko
rean economy is the fourth largest in Asia
and the 1 1th largest in the world South Ko
rean universities are ranked among the
world's top universities. The country’s youlth
is highly educated and is said to perfom
well in every field. Vanous high-tech giants
are located in South Korea, whereas the
local film industry is also [ahelled as the Hok
lywood of the Fast

[nterestingiy, t
Korea is based - a five-year

he progress in SOt
long term ée
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ribute to hire. -+ wever, we e
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been delivered 1o the intemalo® . o
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Dr ‘liamesh Kumar Vankwani

he new slogan ‘Do

Nahi Aik Pakistan,

Hum Sab ka Naya

Pakistan’, which has
been introduced by the PTI,
has became the talk of the
town after an impressive display of politi-
cal power at the party’s rally at Minar-e-
Pakistan, Lahore.

Peaple from all segments of life partici-
pated in the rally with enthusiasm. They
wanted to ensure the revival of a Pakistan
that was envisioned by Allama Igbal,
Quaide-Azam and our elders. This is a Pak-
stan where there is no discrimination be-
tweentich and poor; male and female; and
majority and minority. In fact, it is a coun-
try where equal opportunities of progress
are available to all on the basis of merit.

History serves as a testament to the fact
that the progress of any nation lies in 8
peaceful society for which rule of law and
social justice are prerequisites. Nations
that pursued discriminatory policies ulti-
mately lost their identity. The phrase
united we stand, divided we fall' empha-
sises the importance of collective efforts
for a common cause.

In this regard, we have a successful ex-
ample of the Pakistan Movement led by
Quaid-e-Azam. He was of the view that a
Peaceful society can only be created when
the provision of equal rights is ensured t0

| citizens. These democratic views
brought him closer to the All India Muslim
League, Through his tireless struggle, Pak-
IStan was carved out on the map of the
world. During his political journey, Quaid-

lim leagers like Jogendra Nath Mandal
Quaid-¢-Azam made it quite clear dur-

N

&Azam was also accompanied by non-Mus-

__ Friday, May 11, 2018

THENEWS

ing his August 1], 1947 speech that all Pak-
istani citizens will be equal citizens of Pak-
istan and there will be no majority or mi-
nority in the newly-established country.
Pakistan undoubtedly came into existence
in the name of Islam. Overall, the teachings
of [slam advocate a strong judicial system
and rule of law.

Unfortunately, Quaid-e-Azam's demise
within a year after Independence was a
major factor in the failure to establish this
ideal state. In an article that I wrote last
year, | highlighted all those aspects that
created ideological rifts within the Pak-
istani society. Pakistan’s Constituent As-
sembly passed the Objectives Resolution in
1949 under the influence of extremist ele-
ments that were once against the creation
of Pakistan. At the time, Hindu politicians
in Pakistan warned that the resolution will
result in unending religious and sectarian
conflicts in Pakistani society. But no one
heeded their concems. A

It is regrettable that we have even di-
vided our flag on the basis of colours. The
concems soon proved to be correct when
people started using religion to achieve
their political and personal goals.

Sixty-nine years after the Objectives
Resolution was passed, the situation has
worsened so much so that the serving fed-
eral interior minister recently came under
attack due to a religious issue. Prior to ﬂus,
a governor and ministers also lost their
lives due to religious intolerance.

[nsuch acritical time, the slogan of ‘Do
Nahi Aik Pakistan’is the voice of all those
Pakistanis who want to transform our
beloved country into a progressive, peace:
ful and tolerant country. It was also a mo-
ment of satisfaction when PTI Chairperson
Imran Khan, before presenting his 11-point

" election manifesto, mentioned the Charter

of Madina and reaffirmed his commitment

One Pakistan

to adhere to Quaid-e-Azam’s vision.

Today, there are around 35 lakh non-
Muslim voters. According to the Election
Commission, the Hindu community holds
the largest non-Muslim vote bank in the
country. I am sure that the non-Muslim
vote bank can pave the way for the PTT's
victory in the next electons.

It is also unfair that the winning party
leaders tend to nominate norn-Muskims rep-
resentatives in parliament on the basis of
choice. It is necessary to elect non-Muslim
representatives through direct and dual
votes. Similarly, we have to discourage the
trends of bribery and other unfair means to
win elections. Today, the major causes of
the destruction of our national institutions
are nepotism and political appointments.
To end all forms of discrimination, every
Pakistani citizen should be treated with
equality. If someone is found guilty, he
should be treated as a culprit without his
religious affiliations being criticised. Simi-
larly, no obstacles should be created for a
citizepon the basis of his'her faith.

We have to realise that creating ‘One Pak-
istan’ is not an easy mulestone to achieve.
For this, we need to demonstrate the same
passion, faith and courage that was shown
by our elders during the Pakistan Movement.
If our elders left no stone untumed for the
creation of Pakistan, then why can't we take
Pakistan towards peace and prosperity
through our own endeavours? [ believe that
change always comes when Karachi wakes
up to the possibility of change. [ am quite
hopeful that a large number of patriotic
members of the non-Muslim community will
warmly participate in our upcoming rallies.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindn Coundil

Twitter: @RVankwani
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No honour in killing

Dr-Ramesh Kumar Vﬁﬁkwal»ii‘

F he mysterious death
: of Pakistani-born
g | ltalian girl Sana

Cheema has once
again turned the world's at-
tention towards Pakistan. A
senies of negative reporting has emerged
in the international media in which Pak-
1stan has been portrayed as a country
where blood relatives kill female famly
members in the name of honour.

Unfortunately, this is not a first-of-its-
kind incident. Many women, like social
medzz celebnity Qandeel Baloch, have in the
past lost thewr precious lives to such hor-
nfic, nszne crimes. What is more disgust-
Ing 1s when some people try to justify such
socia! evls under the guise of religion. On
the other hand. those who blame religion
for encouraging honour killings are also on
the wrong side.

All religions ask their followers to re-
spect the sanctity of human life. This is
why I believe that the motives behind
these ‘honour’ killings are probably re-
fﬁls ag:xmlst arranged marnages and in-
sistence on love mamages, rape, divorce
Wicit relations, dowry - anyll}]aﬁxg else, bui
not religion.

' Further, honour killings cannot be g
tributed to any specific religion, country or

According to historians, ancient Rome
was the first ever human society where
adultery was punishable by death. In this re-
gard, the Roman law ‘Lex Julia de adulteriis
coercendis’ implemented by Augustus Cae-
sar can be studied thoroughly which permit-
ted the murder of daughters and their lovers
at the hands of their fathers. The law also
permitted the murder of an adulterous
wife’s lover at the hands of her husband.

Honour killing also has a long history in
Europe. Prior to 1981, Italian laws carried a
three to seven-year imprisonment as punish-
ment for someone who committed the mur-
der of a female relative to safeguard his ho-
nour. European reformer John Calvin,
during his rule of Geneva, had ordered to
punish adulterous women by drowning
them in the Rhone River.

Similarly, Napoleon Bonaparte was also
astrong advocate of honour killings. Article
324 of the Napolconic Code, passed in 1810,
allowed the murder of unfaithful women
and their lovers by their husbands. Although
Frar_lce abolished the article in 1975, it was
copied by majority of former French
colonies, most particularly by Middle-East-
em Arab countries including Egypt, Syria,
Yemen, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait, Mo-
rocco, Oman and Tunisia. The Napoleonic
Code proved very influential, and continues
L0 nspire many countries to date.

l_Jnfonunaloly, just after the death of
Quaid-e-Azam, Pakistan was forced to aban-

resulted in an increase in honour killgs
Prior to Zia, I can't find any high-profile nci.
dent of honour killing The introduction of
the Hudood Ordinance further made Pak.
istani women very insecure and helpless

It is another tragedy that sometimes the
last rites of these innocent women are not
performed, while, on the other hand, bar-
baric murderers are honoured by society as
heroes. Our law is helpless against such cu-
prits due to the fact that the murdered and
the murderer are both close relatves Itis
quite legal for the heir of the murdzred to
forgive the murderer.

This insane practice of honour killing
must be stopped at any cost. First of all. we
need to change our mundset toward
women as there is no ‘honour in kiling Al
God-fearing citizens st come together 0
denounce this insane crne. Religous schot
ars, intellectuals and (! civil soclety must

come forward to it 2 coll\\'ti\*_e StN&:
gle for the implement. 1 of the W 0{11;ll_i
Protection Bill to curb ~aour kallings 1B

hiliv to nCrease
tion of woren
vo image of Pak-
o [0 share thelr
how o get ido

also our media’s respo
public awareness for
rights and project a po-
istan. [ also appeal to th
experiences with us alx
such a barbanc enme
Parents must unders'

digital age, cross<culiur mwrf:ulh n?;}
mixed mamages are v <:dered nome

- oo qrlinthe
throughout the globe & ngagnl

jthatm todays

society. Actually illi . =
. nfem'tﬁl?(;;‘;&‘):foﬁg;nign;efgegl don his vision. Pakistan passed the Objec-  name honour because < —j;_:td 0 n‘::z
gins can be traced back 1 ll;ousmfi on[ lives Rosolul_ion and looked towards the ~ someone outside of et L =) and .a: o
years in various cultures ang trazii(i (: of Arab countries which were themselves  ing to her choice must et the pAr®
Today, the intemational commupjgy wh’;ls; under the inluence of foreign powers, son for takung her bie
linking honour killings to Muslini'd ¢ During Zia's era, Pakistan opened its ,
nated societies, orgels the bier lmlholﬁl- doors o (he Alghan jihad. It is highly regret-  The writer is a member of i yatioas!
this trend was actually introduced and L table that this also broughy Napoleor-in-  Assembly and patros-ia-<t’- of B¢
moted by the West. Pro- - spired ideologies into (he country. Zia's at-  Pakistan Hinda Comecil
\— 'emptio promote extrermism in the country ~ Twitter: @RVazkwazi _’/
\ b
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Crisis of humanity

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

yria is considered
‘ \ one of the oldest
A | civilisations of the
world  Historians

i
el
L
h also connect ancient Syria
- with Hinduism. Syria was

r A
< /
2 Irst plzce. 1o record inscriptions of
LLoeda i Sanskrit, which is said to
L beer Orst spoken in Syria. There
&= 230 many similarives between the
E- =522 Yaids, the most vulnerable
R
Tovagh the teachings of every reli-
&e 2w 2 Nghred the land of Syriain
VeI posiiive ways. the country is cur-
rertly fxems the worst kind of civil war.
As 2y 2 ¥0.00) innocent people have
lost their Eves while around 1000,000
Crsalities a7e reponted 2s a result of the
02207 sever-vear ol war. Thousands
of Syrizm famiBes are trying to take
refugs exher in pecghbouring countries
0ra Brrope.
Historicaly. Swmia wzs occupied by
FTZ'%:E ifier the defeat of the Ottoman
ATe I L2t century. World War Il re-
Slled 1. 2 pdepardence of Syria.
Hafez al-Assad took command of SyTiain
19;!_}1 Being a Gruator be adopted the
Soviet mods] of czapanty rule (0
Suengthen b Ba'ath Party
After the demice of Hafez al-Assad in
20, his son Bashar 2l 4ssad 100k over
the mighty office of president of Synia.
;h’smlheenri‘ﬂttesma Union
 collapsed and pewly-liberated for-

—

mer Soviet states were adopting democ-
racy. The US attack on neighbouring Iraq
further destabilised the Middle East re-
gion. Initially, the Syrian people and the
international community were very opti-
mistic about Assad and democratic re-
forms. Unfortunately, Assad proved him-
self to be yet another dictator.

The Arab- Spring toppled various
regimes in the Middle East and adjoining
areas. Similarly, large number of Syrian
people also came out on the streets to de-
mand political reforms and civil rights.
Instead of listening to his people, Assad
decided to seek military support from
foreign players.

On his invitation, the Russian air force
is carrying out brutal strikes against
rebels. Russian military advisors and spe-
cial operations forces are also stationed
in Syria, and Russia is repeatedly using
its veto power in the UN Security Council
in support of the Assad regime.

Iran, another most important ally of
Assad, is empowering him to suppress
the resistance. The involvement of Iran
has ignited other regional countries to in-
terfere in the Syrian civil war. Saudi Ara-
bia is of the view that the solution of the
Syrian crisis is not possible with Assadin
power. According to media reports, Saqdi
Arabia is providing military and financial
assistance to various rebel groups.

Turkey is also a key supporter of the
Syrian opposition. The Turkish govern-
ment is accused of allowing foreign fight-
ers, arms shipments and refugees to pass
through its territory. Moreover, '_I\ukey
also agreed to let the US-led coalition use

its air bases for strikes on Syria.

Another neighbour, Israel, is afraid of
the Syrian role in support of the Palestin-
ian freedom struggle. It seems that Israel
sees unrest in Syria in its best interest.
Reportedly, the Israeli air force is also in-
volved in the bombing on Syria. On the
other hand, the UN, European Union and
international community are in favour of
a peaceful solution to the Syrian crisis.
Similarly, Pakistan also seeks a diplo-
matic solution, and stresses the need to
respect the sovereignty of Syria

The presence of various foreign coun-
tries has made the Syrian crisis very com-
plicated. Involved in their proxy wars,
nobody is thinking about the miseries of
the innocent Syrian people. Another fac-
tor behind the unrest is the arms indus-
try. For the sake of money, Syria has re-

grettably tumed into the world's biggest

market of weapons.

[ think it was a grave mistake of Assad
to invite foreign powers to save his gov-
emment. He must understand that a ruler
has no right to rule if he fails to provide a
peaceful society. Taking back control of
territories at the cost of people's lives
can't be called victory. Assad must step
down voluntarily for the sake of innocent
citizens. There is also a dire need for a
no-fly zone and for deploying UN peace
missions in Syria to prevent further war
crimes.

The writer is a member of the National

Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Coancil.

" Twitter: @EVankwani
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A political shift

Dt Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

was elected as a mem.-

be of the National As-

sembly from the PML-

N's platform in 2013
under the leadership of
Nawaz Sharif. [ had laid the
{oundation for the Pakistan Hindy
Councilin 2005 - to work for socia wel.
fare regardless of any political affilia.
tions.

In 2014, T approached the Supreme
Court for the rights of non-Muslimg
communities. But [ felt that the PMLN
had failed to fulfil the promises made
before the general election of 2013,
After a senes of hearings regarding m
nority rights, the Supreme Court an-
nounced its historic decision on June

19,2014 to constitute a national council N

for minority rights. Unfortunately, the
court's directives could not be imple-
mented practically. Despite clear court

orders, no taskforce was assigned to
protect religious sites and little was
done to exclude hate material regarding
non-Muslinis from the curriculum.

[ demanded that the chairman of
Evacuee Trust Property Board should,
asa matter of principle, be a Hindu, Ac-
cording o the Liaquat-Nehru Pact, India
always appoints an Indian Muslim mip-
ister. Similarly, there is a Muslim in Is-
rael to look after evacuee property. |
proposed the name of former chief Jus-
tice Rana Bhagwan Das as the chairman
of the board. However Sidiqul Faroo
Was appointed due to his political aff
ations. I appealed to the Supreme Court
and the chairman was terminateq. The
apex court ordered that a non-Muslim
should be appointed for the post,

I believed that the Panama Case was

an intemationg) matter, and former PM
awaz Sharif and his family must deal
With it in court, [ was ip favour of ac-
cepting what the couts decided, re-

Bardless of the outcome of thg cgp [ *

38

raised concerns when Information Min-
ister Marriyum Aurangzeb issued un-
warranted remarks about the Hindus.
Infact, the Supreme Court is a ray of
hope for Pakistanis, especially the -
nerable non-Muslims. As time went by,
It was becoming difficult to support the
PMLN's narrative of confrontation. 01
the one hand, the PML-N raised slogan
about the sanctity of votes and, on the
other, refused to accept the power of
the vote when it came to appointing :
new Senate chairman and the in-house

Q- changes that took place in Balochistan

Why didn't it adopt a realistic ap-
proach? Amid these circumstances,
When PT1 leadership approached me to
join the PTL T decided to do so against
corruption, for my respect to the judic-
ary and for rule of law,

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakdstan Hindu Conncil,

Twitter: @RVankwani
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A leader forever

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

N ulfikar Ali Bhutto has

‘ )g the distinction of being
~ g the first elected prime
¢ O munister of Pakistan.

Regandiess of the PPP's pres-

ez policies. Bhutto's charis-
e resscea™y fascinates even after 39
e ol dason

22 (medetmm Bhuno emerged as
2 oo poies personality in Pakistan.,
Suor s e can te comer among those
fev smposhed ressenaimes of history
f':_i 7 o= Sed B2 wil inve npeople’s
E Gl 23 Than's czbinet, Bhutto
W gssmed Tmporast mmistries such as
of commarze. mmas gnd foreign affairs.
Howeree T2 mest smowet of respact he
el wis = T fverm momster He i
teted 3 Soree peibiy of Tdependance for
Palisae. g &rmg e Palistar-India
War of 1. e coovmced (b Indone-
. Saad tnes Fa Fope Torkey Jor-
dan Sower. Svma md mamy ocher coun-
uies 0 s;pgom Pakoszn Snancially,
diplozecysTy and morals
Bimio bidy presemmsd Paldsian's
Stance en the Lastzrr swe before the
UNSC and mads 3 rusecewr spesch on the
Occasion, srmomery o Sgfr Sor Kashony
eVen if it took twwmarnds of yeas k was
momanes S Hmc's podnal sres-
8le gained bage poprizsy Hrerg deved
oped differences over the Tashierr Arree
ment, he left Gen Ayed's govermmees 20
decided 10 become 2 podiic Jezder Ashe
Uravelled from Rawalpind 1o Latore oo
rain, he 5o perfectly used the a of fheutic

nhis public addresses that a tzrge momber
of people would come out of their homes
JUst to cateh a glimpse of Bhumio. By the
time he arrived in Lahore, homsands had

gathered to accord him a warm welcome.

After having gained much public sup-
port, Bhutto held lengthy discussions with
a few close associates and later laid the
foundation of the PPP, at the residence of
Dr Mubashir Hassan. The pioneers of the
party were progressives and socialists —
they included J A Rahim, Dr Mubashir
Hasan, Ghulam Mustafa Khar, Basit Ja-
hangir, Kamal Azfar, Rafi Raza, Abdul
Hafeez Pirzada, Hayat Sherpao and Meraj
Muhammad Khan.

Bhutto had himself designed the three-
coloured party flag so as to reflect a plural
and socially and religiously diverse Pak-
istani society. Under Bhutto's leadership,
the PPP vowed to struggle for moderation,
democracy and basic necessities for the
poor. In this regard, the party prepared a
revolutionary manifesto that called for Pak-
istan to be declared a welfare state - a state
where everyone has equal opportunities to
progress and prosper.

As a result of Bhutto's successful politi-
cal movement that led to Ayub Khan's
ouster, elections were announced by Gen-
eral Yahya Khan in 1970. It was on this oc-
casion that Bhutto raised the most popular
slogan of “Roti, Kapra aur Makan' (food,
clothing and shelter). The demand contin-
ues to remain the PPP's most popular slo-
gan ull today. However, in the elections,
Bhutto and Sheikh Mujeeb-ur-Rehman of
the Awami League succeeded in attaining
heavy mandates in the western and eastern
parts of Pakistan respectively. For a long

“time now. a huge debate has surrounded
the division of Quaid-e-Azam's Pakistan, but
holding only Bhutto responsible for this
tragic incident would be an injustice to his-
tory. Due to various social and cultural dif-
ferences, East Pakistan, located thousands
of miles away from West Pakistan, would
have separated one day or the other.

Pakistan was passing through a critical
jueture when Bhutto came into power.

But he successfully overcame all chal-
lenges, on both internal and foreign fronts.
During his tenure, not only did 90,000 pris-
oners of war return home but 5,139 square
miles of occupied territory was also recov-
ered under the Simla Accord. He founded
the nuclear programme with the determi-
nation to face all kinds of bitter circum-
stances that would come in the way of Pak-
istan becoming a nuclear power. Time has
proved that our national defence is uncon-
querable today because of Bhutto's politi-
cal vision that enabled him to take the right
decisions at the right time.

Drafting Pakistan's first ever consensus
constitution in 1973 was Bhutto's major
achievement. The constitution is parliamen-
tary in nature and ensures a free and inde-
pendent judiciary. For equal representation
of all units, the Senate was introduced as
the Upper House of parliament. he gave
every Pakistani citizen the right to hold a
passport, and millions of Pakistanis were
sent abroad to seek job opportunities.

Bhutto's contributions for the people of
all sections of society are endless, espe-
cially provision of employment opportuni-
ties to non-Muslim minorities in national
institutions. Today, he may not be physi-
cally among us, but his ideology continues
to remain popular among the public. Fol-
lowing his ouster, he wrote his final testa-
ment in the form of a book titled ‘If I Am
Assassinated',

Despite being accused of corruption
and wrong practices, PPP’s politics re-
volves around Bhutto only to seek votes
in his name. Bhutto’s teachings, on the
other hand, demand every politician to
serve people tirelessly to be forever re-
membered.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Council,

Twitter: @RVankwani

39

Scanned with CamScanner


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

((

\

NM Saturday, March 31, 2018

Honesty in history

D_ffll"amesh.l(umar.,\lankwanl

he decision to an-

nounce a new

medal - Tamgha-e-

Azm - at the Pak-
istan Day parade on March
23 is no doubt a remarkable
step to acknowledge the contributions
of the security forces.

"However, we should not forget the
sacrifices rendered by revolutionary
hero 'Bhagat Singh and his comrades
who were hanged in Lahore Central Jail
by British imperialists on March 23,
1931 -'nine years before the Pakistan
Resolution was passed. Twenty-three-
year-0ld Bhagat Singh sacrificed his life
in the Indian freedom struggle. But it is
unfortunate that we are reluctant to ac-
knowledge the role of non-Muslims in
securing independence from the British
in the Subcontinent.

Bomn in Lyallpur (present-day Faisal-
abad) and executed in Lahore, Bhagat
Singh and his brave companions raised
the slogan of ‘long live the revolution’ at
a time when political parties in the Sub-
continent were in favour of a political
struggle to achieve freedom from colo-
nial rule. Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah delivered a speech about Bhagat
Singh in the Central Assembly. In his
speech, Jinnah said that: “the man who
goes on hunger strike has a soul”.

Bhagat Singh was born to a family
who was known for its involvementin
the freedom struggle against the British.
His father Kishan Singh and uncles Ajit
Singh and Soran Singh were diehard op-
ponents of British imperialism. Bhagat
Singh's childhood memories included
the tragic massacre at Jallianwala Bagh
where almost 400 people who were cel-
ebrating Vaisakhi were killed on the or-
ders of General Dyer. Bhagat Singh was
just 12 years old at the time.

Bhagat Singh opposed ghe concept
of gaining independence by simply re-
placing brown rulers with white ones as
it would not serve the freedom cause.
In a letter titled ‘To Young Political
Workers', he wrote: * You cry ‘Long Live
Revolution’. Let me assume that you re-
ally mean it. According to our definition

~ of the term, as stated in our statement

in the Assembly Bomb Case, revolution
means the complete overthrow of the
existing social order and its replace-
ment with the socialist order...the
state, the government machinery is a
weapon in the hands of the ruling class
to further and safeguard its interest. We
want to snatch it and use it for our
ideal, ie, social reconstruction on a
new, ie, Marxist basis. All along we
have to educate the people to create a
favourable atmosphere for our social
programme”.

He further questioned that: “what dif-
ference does it make...whether Lord
Reading is the head of the Indian gov-
ermnment or Sir Purshottamdas Thakur-
das? What difference for a peasant [sic]
if Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru replaces Lord
Irwin!” He believed that the freedom

In order to transform
Pakistan into a peaceful,
prosperous and tolerant
country, we need to be:
honest about our history and
exclnde any biases from it

struggle must be focused against a sys-
tem that produces an exploitative ruling
class. .

An important event of Bhagat
Singh's life was the arrival of the Simon
Commission in Lahore. Hundreds of
people were protesting against the com-
mission at Lahore Railway Station
when the police started a baton-charge.
As aresult, Lala Lajpat Rai, a renowned
politician and the leader of the protest-
ers, lost lus life. Bhagat Singh and his
comrades retaliated by killing another
police officer instead of the police offi-
cer Scot, who had ordered the baton-
charge. However, Bhiagat Singh man-
aged to escape from Lahore.

In order to crusithe Independence
Movement, British imperialists pre-
sented two controversial bills - the Pub-
hq Safety Bill and the Trade Safety Act
- in the assembly. As a result, Bhagat
Smgh and his colleagues protested by
hurling harmless crackers at the assem-

bly hall. No casualities were reported as
the purpose was to scek attention. Bha-
gat Singh and his colleagues voluntarily
surrendered to the police so they could
use the trial court to spread their mes-
sage. Following the policy of ‘divide and
rule’, British imperialists were not in the
mood to tolerate anyone who believed
in liberation and social justice. Bhagat
Singh and his comrades were hanged on
March 23, 1931 for the murder of the po-
lice officer.

The historic sacrifice of Bhagat
Singh is remembered in various folk
tales that have emerged from different
cultures. Unfortunately, we are afraid to
officially own the son of our soil who
was born and martyred in present-day
Pakistan.

Similarly, our national literature and
curriculum doesn't,tell us that the first
freedom fighter who initiated the War of
Independence in 1857 was a Hindu
named Mangal Pandey. He belonged to
a Brahmin family and was hired as a
sepoy in the East India Company. How-
ever, he raised objections against the
use of controversial rifles. Mangal
Pandey became an icon of freedom and
was subsequently denounced as a trai-
tor and mutineer by the British. It is a
historical fact that Mangal Pandey's
public execution resulted in the out-
break of the war in 1857.

Who were Mangal Pandey, Bhagat
Singh and other non-Muslim heroes rail-
ing against? Did they not want to end
British imperialism? If they did. then
why are we reluctant to acknow ledge
their freedon struggle?

In order to transform Pakistan into 3
peaceful, prosperous and toleran: coun-
try that adheres to Quaid-c-Aza) s vi-
sion, we need to be honest abol our
history and exclude any biases ' )m it
The contribution of all those from di
verse backgrounds who struggle
against British imperialism must be ac-
knowledged. There is also a dire need to
initiate national awards in honour ©
these heroes to recognise their strugg't
for freedom.

The writer is a member of the N:iionﬂ-l
Assembly and patron-in-chief of tie
Pakistan Hindu Council.
Twitter: @RVankwani
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Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

very year, March 23 is
celebrated as Pak-
istan Day. On March
23, 1940, the All India
Muslim League, under the lead-
ership of Quaid-e-Azam, passed
aresolution through which it demanded a
separate Muslim-majority homeland.

Many people believe that the Pakistan
Movement was managed by only Muslims of
the Subcontinent and that Pakistan was cre-
ated for the sole purpose of serving Mus-
lms' interests. Interestingly, large numbers
of non-Muslims supported the Quaid in the
movement. In the historic Muslim League
sassion held on March 23, 1940, non-Muslim
potinciars, including S P Singha, R A Gome-
sand and F [ Chaudhry, were all present to
sipport the demand for Pakistan.

 These non-Muslim activists, including
Drwan Bahadur Sittia Parkash Singha, Ra-
JRumar Anrit, Chandu Lal, CE Gibbon, Al
iried Purshad | FE. Chaudary and SS Albert,
were of the view that the formation of Pak-
5tz on the basis of Two Nation Theory,
%0uld ensure regional stability. They be-
beved that non-Muslim citizens would be
More secure and prosperous in a Muslim-
m2pority comay. In his speech on August
L. 147, the Quaid made clear that there
Will no disermmination against citizens that
" Terity communities, and all will

"7 eyes of the state. Thousands

of Binct razvases, i response to his appeal,

MSponed the plans of migration and made  Tupe

Palastan their beloved homeland.

N
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Qur heroes

Among non-Muslims who took active
part in the movement, Jogendra Nath Man-
dal was one of the prominent politicians and
founding fathers of Pakistan, who aligned
himself with the movement. Being a trust-
worthy companion of Quaid-e-Azam, he be-
lieved that Pakistan would be a role model
for peace-loving democratic countries,
where equal rights to every citizen would be
ensured regardless of their religious affilia-
tion. After Independence, he was given the
portfolio of the law ministry. In addition, his
presence as a non-Muslim minister on the
platform of the Muslim League in British
India also played a pivotal role in both
strengthening the Pakdstan Movement and
countering anti-Pakistan propaganda

The Christian community also supported
the idea of a separate Muslim state and took
active part in the movement. At the time of
the partition, the Christian speaker of the
United Punjab Assembly, SP Singha, cast his -
decisive vote in favour of Pakistan. C E Gib-
bon and Fazal Elahi along with Singha also
mobilised the Christian population to be in-
cluded in Pakistan. It was quite unfortunate
that despite all sacrifices for Pakistan, SP
Singha had to step down from the position
of Speaker of the Punjab Assembly due to
his religious identity.

Sir Victor Turner was one of the central
Christian leaders in the Pakistan Movement.
He served as the first finance secrefary of
Pakistan and chairman of the Central Board
of Revenue. Being a statistician and econo-
mist, he reorganised state departments apd
financial institutions. Pakistan's first official
 currency nur had also carried his sig-

nature, V A C Turrer.

Alvin Robert Comelius was another no-
table Christian figure in the Pakistan Move-
ment, who dedicated his entire life to the
creation of Pakistan. He was a jurist, legal
philosopher and judge, and also served as
the law secretary for Law Minister Jogendra
Nath Mandal. Quaid-e-Azam had elevated
him as chief justice of the Lahore High
Court bench. He also became the first Chris-
tian chief justice of Muslim-majority Pak-
istan. He is acknowledged as a symbol of
how the rights of minority communities

should be protected and how the communi- |

ties should be given religious freedom.

Only a few people know that the Pak-
istan Resolution was penned by Sir Zafarul-
lah Khan, who belonged to the Ahmadi com-
munity. Many may not know that the first
national anthem of Pakistan was composed
by a Hindu poet, Jagan Nath Azad, on the
personal desire of the Quaid. It was broad-
cast on Radio Pakistan on August 14, 1947
and was officially used during the first one-
and-a-half years.

Jamshed Nusserwanjee Mehta, who be-
longed to the Parsi community, was the first
elected mayor of Karachi and known as the
‘maker of modem Karachi'. He played a sig-
nificant role in the rehabilitation of refugees
migrating (o Karachi. There is no denying
that the list of non-Muslims who con-
tributed towards the success of Pakistan is
endless. Pakistan Day demands we pay tnb-
ute to all heroes - both Muslim and non-
Muslim - of the Pakastan Movement.

The writer s patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Coundl
Twitter: @EVankwani
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Reviving PIA

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankﬁihiﬂ

or decades, PIA suc-

cessfully competed

with world-class air-

lines. However, the
national flag carrier is, re-
grettably, losing its reputa-
tion day by day, both on the national and
international levels. Negative reports re-
garding the airline are being unearthed
every day.

Once the only route to the US
favoured by regional countries, including
China. P14 is currently limiting its flight
operanons 1o 29 international and 21 do-
mesnuc routes.

[n a previous column on the PIA cri-
ss | hzd emphasised the importance of
restrectuning the national flag carrier. Ac-
cording o 2 news report, PIA provides as
many &5 18.03) direct jobs and 50,000 in-
direct exployment opportunities. Fur-
thermare. velhood of families of hun-
dreds of PLA worvers 15 associated with
18 Operznors.

However crly tlzming PIAS employ-
=z do=f2l = not right. In fact,
3 ores = zcvordance with the
trreires s mnocent. The real
Copro = T2 o w10 compromised on
the recmo= =27 sizodards to facilitate
£ ey ol zeczz<tent waff. To get rid
of such —wz= worioree, PIA has to
Introczos bez=S=ary schemes like the
‘golden kandstave’ The PIA workers'
strixes w0 250 2222 10 be addressed,

It 8 meresomg 10 rote that some for-
mer expioyess of P14 have played a re-
: Middle-Eastern
airlines 2 success aday In the past, the
alrine not 62y rromidzd professional
human resoTmee i 2% trzined employ-
¢es of otker wrmes Ironically, today

iz o == moe e
marsabls rels I maiong

these foreign airlines are interested in
buying a stake in the troubled PIA. We
need to honestly analyse what went
wrong from our side, and what kinds of
policies are the new airlines adopting to
capture the market.

Many suggestions are under discus-
sion for the betterment of PIA. Some ele-
ments are of the view that privatisation
can save Lhe national carrier from a com-
plete disaster. According to my knowl-
edge, the government holds 94 percent of
the airline’s shares, while four percent
belong to other state institutions and the
remaining two percent are owned by pri-
vate investors. Those who favour privati-
sation are basically demanding to float
further 43 percent shares in the market.

PIA is the identity of our country and
must be protected at any cost. Due to the
current crisis, the market value of PIA's
share cannot be higher than Rsb. Hence, it
would not be wise to sell its shares at
such a low price. Another question that
comes to mind is that if a private business-
man is able (o elevate PIA's woes, then
why has the government not been able to
do so with the kinds of resources it has”

If PIA is privatised, there will be many
layoffs and the liabilitics would continue
to stay in place. Moreover, Pakistan will
lose direct connectivity without and
within the country. In my view, the na-
tional airline’s suffering will neither end
if it continues to operate as a national in-
stitute, nor will privatising it do any good
in the absence of a dynamic leadership,
committed workers and, most impor-
tantly, sincere policies.

Today, PIA is incurring huge losses be-
cause qf a heavy liability worth around
Rs218 billion. This debt was granted with
the consent of previous regimes. Thus,
the government needs to pay off all the -
abilities. The operations and the current

management of the airline must not be
affected due to this unwanted lability.
Similarly, PIA also needs to adopt solid
measures to enhance its professional effi-
ciency in accordance with the latest mar-
ket trends.

Allowing foreign airlines Lo operate
under the ‘open skies policy’ is what has
damaged PIA's business matters. Even in
developed countries national airlines are
protesting against foreign airlines

We also need to review our aviation
policy on a priority basis. The air far-s of
forcign airlines must be at least 30 peccent
more expensive than PIA's. In this way
not only will we be able to increa-c our
tax revenue, but we will also be abl: 1o r-
crease the number of passengers -
ing to an estimate, the rano of dumestic
and foreign passengers who fly PL4 15 70
and 25 percent. Annually atotal of 5 7 nuk
lion passengers fly through PIA The air-
line needs to attract more passergers

Privatisation is not a sustainar'« solu-
tion for PIAs cnsis. The goteriment
must announce a clear policy ab ut the
restructuring of the nationa! urline
There is also a need for legislation to dis-
courage the practice of inducting polil_l-
cal workers in national institutions. We
must not forget that PIA is our nationd
asset and 1t must be saved at any cost
Although difficult, itis not an impossible
task.

To make PIA a commercial institut®
generating a profit of one billion umc:t_tf
of a loss, within one year, we would have
to ensure that its higher managemen! &
operations remain stable - without any
political interference.

cond-

The writer is a member of the National

Assembly and patron-in-chiel of the
Pakistan Hindu Council.
Twitter: @RVankwani
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‘or Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

—

nternational Women'’s Day
| ‘ ‘) is celebrated across the
o 8= q globe on March 8 annually

‘ to recognise the achieve-
i ments of women. This day also
prcmdes an opportunity to
sa'ute the outstanding women playing dy-
raTc roles In various fields of life. The an-
ra! theme of this year's women's day,
Press for Progress’, emphasises the impor-
tzmee o g equality.
43ongh the stans of women in various
_-:':;-: = (verse, there are no two opin-
jors 2oz the fact that women are re-
pectad = ==ry refigion. In Hinduism, pros-
Periiy &< [TOTeSS s associated with the
hagpess of wrmen One of the central fig-
wes = e Enén epic, Ramayana, is Seeta
Marz baZly regerded among all Hindus. Ac-
Cff*" > T Boly Vedas, women are a gift
¥ God zd 1 = the wumate responsibility
dazz ‘*mm’lhe Vedas teach
2= & womas s primary duty is to help her
=l ,—:..L.‘ tre obligatory duties of
g 3 BTy Bowever. history revealed
‘xn.x-.ti—r_nfdmeRamothmm

o L
o Lo B 2o held pivotal adminis-
e o034 rvc—lp:
T mogker
"0’-...45. bl

qf jeses, Mary, is ac-

s ‘;-: Boly tls of “Lhe Blessed Vir-
~ ==y Stmilarly, Islam also
gf == ot women are respected.
T Mo ag {pbuh), in his last
2 snor. emzhasisad on being polite
:;—;"‘ ¥mer Sociologists also agree
e 5 =g Immen society is incom-
= IR women. and 1o ensure so-
% ;i’;"‘t"""k o0 must be allowed
B a0we roiz Despite all these
POSTTE iacimas o s regrettable that

o = 1 Be 21 century. There is
_.:_7-5' 22t today women in the West

¥ T2 morz Sreedom and liberty as
%ta'mmom er regions, but

N

*ﬂﬂil‘f\;;rﬁn and discrim®.

they also have a long history of struggle
for the protection of their rights.

Historically, the first Women's Day was
observed in New York in 1909, to commem-
orate the strike female workers of a gar-
ments factory had organised a year before
against poor working conditions. But it was
in 1910 that March 8 was declared the Inter-
national Women's Day at the first Intemna-
tional Women's Conference. This women's
conference was held in Copenhagen, Den-
mark, to make the most of the new wave of
awareness. It was attended by over a hun-
dred women from 17 countries. Finally, in
1975, the UN decided to observe the Inter-
national Women's Day on an annual basis.

Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah
was also a huge advocate of women’s
rights. In a speech once, he said that,
“There are two powers in the world; one is
the sword and the other is the pen. There is
a great competition and rivalry between the
two. There is a third power stronger than
hoth, that of the women”. The (mother of
the nation) Fatima Jinnah also played a sig-
nificant role in mobilising women for the
Pakistan Movement. Similarly, right after
Partition, the first lady of Pakistan, Raana
Liaqat Ali, took effective measures to
strengthen the nursing sector.

To mark this women’s day, different sem-
inars, walks, and conferences were organ-
ised by government and semi-government
institutes in Pakistan. Since the last many
years, Pakistani women have been making
significant progress. Their active contribu-
tion can be observed in many fields such as
health, education, engineering, politics,
business, arts, defence and fashion.

Benazir Bhutto, Asma Jahangir, Bilquis
Edhi, Arfa Karim, Muniba Mazari, Malala
Yousafzai, Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy and
Samina Baig are some prominent names
that have made Pakistan proud on one inter-
national level or the other. The participation
of women legislators in the procedures of
parliament is remarkable. Dr Fehmida
Mirza, appointed the speaker of the National

THENEWS

Press for progress

Assembly in the last PPP government,
Rahila Durrani the current speaker of the
Balochistan Assembly and Shehla Raza, the
incumbent deputy speaker at the Sindh As-
sembly, have all performed their duties dili-
gently. These examples also reflect the po-
litical vision of the women of Pakistan.

On the other hand, it is a matter of
shame when women are vicumised. There
are many heinous crimes that are reported
on a daily basis wherein women are mus-
treated, offended, abused. oppressed and
even killed in the name of honour. Forced
conversions and marrages and honour
killings are bringing a bad name to Pak-
istan’s society. Everyone should collectvely
raise their voice against these acts of vio-
lence against women

The harassment of women at the work-
place also needs to be given serious aften-
tion. Although legislation on women protec-
tion has been ensured at the federal and
provincial levels, but there are still a lot of
difficulties and hurdles in implementing it.
A bill unanimously passed in the Sindh As-
sembly against forced conversions, failed to
become law. Another bill against honour
killings and rape of women presented by
former PPP senator, Farhatulllah Babar, in
the Senate remained pending for three years
before it was finally approved.

To ensure women empowerment and
gender equality in Pakistan, we need to in-
troduce a democratic way to elect women
members of parliament. A female member,
coming in parliament through the power of
the vote, is in a much better position to de-
fend women's rights as compared to some
blue-eyed close relatives of the political
leadership. On the occasion of this Interna-
tional Women's Day, we need to ensure that
all women are provided equal opportunities
without any discrinunation.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindn Council.

Twitter: @EVankwani
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Triumph over evil

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

here are a vast num-

ber of religious festi-

vals that are ob-

served according to
the Hindu lunar calendar.
— Holi is one such sacred event
that is widely celebrated across the globe
with gusto. Also known as the ‘festival of
colours’, it is celebrated at the arrival of
the spring season on a full moon day
falling m the month of Phalguna normally
between February and March.

Holi is considered to be one of the old-
est festvals of human civilisation. On the
occasion. people drench each other in
colouTs s an expression of happiness and
Joy. Like many other festivals, Holi also
serves 2s a morzl lesson about the victory
of good over evil According to the ancient
Hindn tredmion. Holl is associated with the
legend of 2 kang named Hiranyakashipu.

Ttz sz w== grented special powers.
But he exgecied p=cple 1o worship him.
The cro=t king &v=n ordered the killing of
his own san Przrz'=d becanse he was a
grezt ¢=volee ¢f Lond Vishnu With the
suppan of b s=ster £z the hang plot-
ted to bom Prehalzd The plan failed as

the fre enen=d Boliz osteed of Preha-
lad Bolez s e efecs tha evl m 2l

community rejoices over the arrival of
spring. Special dishes are prepared in
every home and people recite holy verses
in honour of Lord Krishna and Radha. Cel-
ebrations are organised in Pakistan, India,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Mauritius, South Africa
and in many Western countries, including
Britain and the US.

The world has witnessed many con-
flicts between good and evil, which have
existed from the day one. But good al-
ways triumphs over evil. Similarly, people
with good intentions may have to face im-
mense difficulties and hurdles in life. But
if they keep a positive approach they can
never be defeated by negativity.

It is a historical fact that the Subconti-
nent, before the arrival of the British, was
the best example of religious harmony.
People from diverse backgrounds lived
happily and respected each other’s reli-
gions. Traditionally, the festivals were also
celebrated together. In the cultural tradi-
tions of Muslims of the Subcontinent, Luc-
know holds a special status. Holi has also
been celebrated jointly for many cen-
turies. Many prominent Muslim poets like
Mir Taqi Mir, Hasrat Mohani, Josh Mali-
habadi, Khawaja Haider Ali Aatish, Wajid
Ali Shah Akhtar, Insha Allah Khan Insha,
Sagar Khayami and Nazir Khayami have
written favourably about the festival.

Hindus constitute the largest non-Mus-
lim community in Pakistan. A majority of
Hindus is settled in Sindh - the land of the
sufis, saints and sadhus. In 1947, when
there was hate everywhere, it was only in
Sindh that peace prevailed. In response to
Quaid-e-Azam's August 11 speech, patri-
oic¢ Hindu citizens declared Pakistan their
beloved motheriand - ‘dharti mata’. Even
today, the community is striving to play its

222 role in the development and progress

of Pakistan despite all the suffering it has
endured.

There is no doubt that a few extremist
elements in our society want to disturh
the peace of the entire country. But the
Hindu community is on their hit-list in par-
ticular. Forced conversions of underage
Hindu girls; kidnappings; attacks on tem-
ples; encroachment of holy places; and
the dissemination of hate material
through the school curricula are a few ex-
amples. After 70 years of independence,
evil forces are still active. They either
want to create internal anarchy through
terrorism or undermine the country’s
image at the international level by having
Pakistan added to Pakistan watch lists.

On the other hand, successful military
offensives like Operation Zarb-e-Azb, th:
Rangers operation in Karachi and Opera
tion Raddul Fasaad have once agai
proved that good always wins over evil
To counter international conspiracies, w
have to ensure unity and harmony withir
our ranks. For this purpose, Holi celebra-
tions can play a pivotal role. Rather than
dividing society, we should spread the
message of love, humanity and brother-
hood. [ have also tried to introduce legisla-
tion in parliament to declare Holi a na-
tional holiday. We must understand the
true spirit of Holi.

To establish a tolerant, positive and
pluralist society, | appeal, on behalf of the
Pakistan Hindu Council, to all peace-lov-
ing citizens to celebrate Holi together.
This gesture will help promote positive
moral values in our beloved country.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Council.

Twitter: @RVankwani
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Direct voting

Or Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

akistan is one of those
democratic countries
where a bicameral
parliamentary system
has been adopted. A bicameral

. legislature emposwers legisla-
tors to run the business of pariiament in
two separate houses

The Senate is the upper house of pariia-
ment. The duranon of 2 senzior’s term is
<Ix vears and electons on half of its seats
are hold after every three years. Unlike the
Nanonal Ass2mbly, or the lower house,
senziors are not elected publicly through
direct vote. The upper house is supposed
to keep an eye on the lower house but pick-
Ing and choosing non-political candidates
for the Senate has brought a bad name to
politicians. As has been observed, other
than a few sincere senators, most are inter-
ested in maintaining personal relationships
with the political leadership rather than
with the public. :

The Senate enjoys many exclusive pow-
ers not granted to the National Assembly -
such as the power of granung parliamen-
tary bills the status of a law. All legislation
tal the National Assembly pesses has to
be approved in the same form by the Sen-
ale as well. The chairman of the Senate
also has the power to serve as the acting-
president of the country.

Ever since the schedule for Senate
tlecuions has been announced, various ni-
Mo.r factones have been actvated 1o sab-
Olzz2 the election process Some such ru-
Mmors include dissolving  provincial
ass-mblies to cause a delay in Serzte elec-
"‘ » and a political party’s annoincament
U 1t would elect senators from & region
}’ e It does not have the rumenca! ma-

407y I assembly Pa;‘-:\:"-{’ " (_"_::_";rM-‘

=all) AT

over Senate tickets among the leadership
of a prominent political party also resulted
in the party getting nothing in return. In
my view, selling and purchasing of Senate
tickets like they arc some commodity, and
allegations of horse trading, have not only
offended people but also made Senate
elections the talk of the town.

After thoroughly reviewing the political
structure of countries that have bicameral
democratic systems, it can be found that
the primary reason to form an upper house
is to represent all units of the federation
It is a common perception that the root
cause of East Pakistan's separation was
the unequal representation of provinces in
parliament This was why after the 197]
tragedy, the institution of Senate was es-
tablished to ensure equal representation of
all the federating units.

Britain is considered the mother of
democracy and its upper house, also called
the House of Lords, is dominated by soct-
ety’s elite. Many a time, cash-for-vote allega-
tions also echoed in the upper house (Rapa
Sabha) elections of the world's largest
democracy, India. After the establishment of
the federal govemment, the US also realised
that its Senate had transformed into a mak-
lionaire's club whose prmary focus was s
curing their own economic interests. Thus.
the 17th amendment was inroduced in the
constitution in 1913 so that people could d-
rectly elect senators. Today with the power
of vote, the Amencans send their true rep-
resentamves (o the Senare

Like our country. there 15 also a muin-
party system in place in Philippines where
multiple political parties with drverse back-
grounds contest the national elecuons D=
spite this fzct. the Senate of Prolppmes =
modelled on = US Sezzre and peogee 2re
allowed to it serators throcg et
votes. As fzr 2 the pofedd sTm=DC T Pas-

: YT Jyws bosed -
w2 1§ conosrmed. poboes based o0 DEC

tism, personal liking and dusliking and viola-
tion of merit have brought negative results
in every sphere of our lives. It is quite under-
standable that a senator who secures a
ticket due to his personal contacts with the
top political leadership of is not interested
in connecting with the public.

We must understand that politics is all
about serving the people and humanity.
There is a dure need to introduce the direct
voting systern for Senate elections in Pak-
istan In this regard. there should be ar least
23 Senate seats from each province for which
the people of the respective province can
cast votes. Another opaon could be adopting
the popular vote system where senators seek
votes from the province they want o repre-
sent in the upper house. [t 15 also suggested
10 make it a prerequisite for Senate candi-
dates to contest ar least one general election,
cither of the nauonal assembly or local bod-
les. 1n thewr politcal career

During my discussions with the coun-
s top polincal leaderstip. | have always
mantained that the presence of norpoliti-
cal elemerts can never be in the interest of
parliament. and oy genune partiamentar-
1ans who have roots In thetr commuruties
can strengthen pariamer: through thewr ac-
tive parucipaiion The reserved seats for
wormen and pop-Musims must also be elim-
razed

YR TS eSS

AryhoR 2 pecessan o ensure thal
simears who have fought

3 fEnTmE P e
he Umeoming Seratz elecuons. Members
of the Natona! Assembly also need to
prove threugh thetr actions that they will
on the basis of principles and

~astvotes
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Friday, February 16, 2018

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

istory helps us un-
‘ ) derstand our past
?q and ultimately en-

ables us to under-
b \ & |stand where we currently
8 | stand. It is true that being stuck
in the past can be very painful and can pre-
vent us from moving on in life, but there is
t0o much to leam from the past as well

I believe that knowledge of history plays
a pivotal role in the betterment of individu-
als, societies and nations. Let’s have a look
at February 15 that passed yesterday. Ac-
cording to my knowledge, at least three im-
portant historical events have taken place on
this date. On this day 29 years ago (in 1989),
the Soviet forces completed their with-
drawal from Afghanistan. The superpower,
once considered unconquerable, faced his-
torical defeat in Afghanistan. The collapse of
the Soviet Union resulted in the independ-
ence of various countries, including the Cen-
tral Asian states and unification of both parts
of Germany. The Geneva Accord, which pro-
vided the framework for the Soviet with-
drawal, was signed by Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Soviet Union and the US.

Historically, the people of Afghanistan
and Pakistan share close cultural, religious
and social ties. However, Afghanistan’s op-
position Lo Pakistan since day one has been
quite unfortunate. Afghanistan was the only
country that opposed Pakistan's entry to the
United Nations. But at a critical time of the
Soviet invasion, Pakistan decided to support
its neighbouring country on the basis of
principles, and opened its borders for
Afghan refugees on humanitarian grounds.

-

History matters

Pakistan is also honoured for hosting the
world’s largest number of refugees.

The Soviet Union learned from its defeat
and normalised diplomatic relations with the
US and the rest of the West. In the current in-
ternational scenario, it seems that Russia is
once again vying to achieve the status of a
superpower. On the other hand, despite 23
years having passed, Pakistan and
Afghanistan still don't trust each other. The
internationally recognised Durand Line re-
mains largely unrecognised by Afghanistan.
Ideally, both the countries should consider
celebrating February 15 jointly as the day of
departure of the Soviet forces.

On February 15, 2003, the world wit-
nessed the largest protest in human history.
Thousands of people from more than 600
cities belonging to 60 countries came onto
the streets to oppose the possibility of the
Iraq War. The wellcoordinated protests had
proved that peace-loving people are united to
safeguard the world from the miseries of war.

According to media reports, the largest
protest series were held in Europe. The
number of participants in the protest in
Rome was around three million, while in
Madrid, 1.5 million people attended the
protest rally. Overall, up to 30 million peo-
ple from across the globe recorded their
protest. A renowned American journalist
was of the view that February 16 reflected
that there were, “Two superpowers on the
planet - the United States, and worldwide
public opinion.” Unfortunately, the US
failed to respect the public opinion and in-
vaded Iraq. The war became a tuming point
inthe US downfall. Today, instead of behav-
ing like a responsible superpower that
should promote democracy, human rights
and freedom, the US has itself become a

symbol of imperialism in the 21st century.
The lesson that history teaches us from this
is that anyone who does not respect public
opinion, eventually heads towards its own
destruction and distortion.

On the other hand, Canada celebrates
the National Flag Day on February 16 annu-
ally, to commemorate the inauguration of
the Canadian flag. The national flag was
raised for the first time on Parliament Hill
on February 15 in 1965. On this historic oc-
casion, Honourable Maurice Bourget,
Speaker of the Canadian Senate, had ex-
pressed that: “The [Canadian] flag is the
symbol of the nation’s unity, for it, beyond
any doubt, represents all the citizens of
Canada without distinction of race, lan-
guage, belief or opinion.” Today, Canada is
truly acknowledged as the global human
rights champion, promoting freedom,
democracy and positive values.

Unfortunately, there is a common mis-
conception that the colour green in the Pak-
istani flag represents Muslims and the white
stands for minorities. In my view, dividing a
national flag in such a way is equal to cre-
ating divisions among the Paldstani nation.
| believe that the green colour is for the ¢2-
tire Pakistani nation regardless of whethr
they belong to the majority or minori‘y,
while the white in the flag reflects pear 2.
We must not forget that studying histc 7y
gives us insight into our culture of ori; n
and also increases our cross-cultural awe
ness. Therefore, we must leam from hist: 1y
to maintain unity in our ranks,

The writer is a memfer of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of tire
Pakistan Hindn Council

Twitter: @EVankwani
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Positive politics

aligning politics
and politicians has
unfortunately, be-
come a fashion in

our country. Every kind of
negativity is linked with politi-
cians. The most common perceptions
about politics are that it is all about gain-
ing power to fulfil personal gains, that
morality has nothing to do with politics
and that everything is fair in the dirty
power game of politics.

But [ have always promoted the posi-
tive side of politics. While participating in
various television talk shows, I urge politi-
cians to do politics like they are perform-
ing areligious duty. Recently, [ was invited
to the National Press Club to address an
event on media ethics. While acknowledg-
ing our media’s vibrant role in highlighting
social and political issues, I urged that to
achieve excellence in our lives, we must
have strong moral values. We need to pro-
mote ethics, honesty and loyalty in every
field of life. It has been a personal experi-
ence that anyone who possesses these
good qualities always achieves their goals.
We nced to raise awareness that violence
leads to more violence. In niy view, a politi-
ciani having positive values can face diffi
culises but. will never fail in lis struggle.

[ believe that every religion slresses
on how ethical politics is pivotal in ensur-
Ing peace and prosperily in sociely.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is known as
the most merciful for all creation. The
Charter of Medina is truly a remarkable
political achievement and is still applica-
ble- iy defining the state’s relations with its
Minorties. On the other hand, Rama
Rajya is a political ideology of ancient
Hinduism. Mahatma Gandhi, defined

Friday, February 9, 2018

Rama Rajya as an ideology that trans-
forms society into an ideal society based
on pure moral values. In this regard,
Gandhi's tireless efforts to ensure equal
rights to every person are on record.

The political views of Quaid-e-Azam
were also very positive. In his August 11
speech, he categorically announced that
every Pakistani citizen, whether from a mi-
nority or majority, will be allowed to play
an active role in taking the country to-
wards peace and prosperity. There is no
doubt that Quaid-e-Azam, throughout his
political career, promoted positive politics
based on principles. He strongly de-
nounced foul play in every field.

About 150 years ago, the US was di-
vided in slave and free states. Abraham
Lincoln sacrificed his life to outlaw slavery
in the US. He success{ully led the inde-
pendence war with a commitment that the
US must be free for all. is letter to the

_teacher of his son reflects how much he

believed on ethics and positive values. Nel-
son Mandela is another example of a man
of principles and dignity. He dedicated his
life to eliminate racial discrimination in his
country. Mandela was of the view that, “To
deny people their human rights is to chal-
lenge their very humanity.”

Today, China has the second largest
economy in the world, but it also once wit-
nessed exploitation at the hand of several
imperialists. Mao Zedong led along march
to establish the People's Republic of
China. e believed that politics is war
without blood and war, politics with blood.
His political theories, strategics, and poli-
cies are known as Maoism.

These politicians taught us that to bring
about a positive change for the betterment
of socicty, we should struggle to end dis-
crimination and bias. They demonstrated
that social justice and solidarity are key
political values. They proved that politics

is the best medium for empowering peo-
ple. Despite all complexities and difficul-
ties, politics is no doubt an essential
human activity to build societies based on
rules and regulations. Modemn history tells
us that peaceful solution to every conflict
depends on political dialogue carried out
by sincere political leaders. In any circum-
stances, we should never compromise on
ethics, honesty and sincerity.

Unfortunately, in our country politics
has become a profession. The opposition
parties suppose that it is their right to cre-
ate hurdles in the way of national
progress. On the other hand, every gov-
emment is accused of victimising its polit-
ical rivals. Regrettably, politicians are also
labelled as selfish, greedy and corrupt in-
dividuals whose priorities are to pursue
personal interests instead of the country’s
common good and welfare.

This public perception is partially cor-
rect owing to the presence of the so-called
minority representatives in parliament, se-
lected on the basis of personal liking and
disliking of other political party leaders.
They cannot be termed politicians unless
they prove their worth within the commu-
nity. I think such issues also need to be ad-
dressed so that the public's confidence in
genuwne politicians is bolstered. Similarly,
we should be courageous enough to sup-
port positive steps taken by anyone, re-
gardless of owr political affiliations.

Parliamentarians and politicians need
to promote and engage in positive politics
to serve people and solve their issues, This
18 a tough challenge that needs firm co-
mitment of every politician and endorse-
ment of the public.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Council.

Twitter: @RVankwani
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Friday, February 2, 2018

Freedom for all

Dt Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

(7

ebruary | is celebrated

as the National Free-

dom Day throughout

the US to honour the
great contribution of President
= Abraham Lincoln. It was on
this day in 1865 that he passed the 13th
Constitutional Amendment, outlawing slav-
ery. Abraham Lincoln was no doubt a great
visionary and a reformer who served as the
16¢h president of America until his assassi-
nation m April 1865.

Just five centuries ago, America was an
unknown land to the world. Renowned Eu-
ropean explore} Christopher Columbus is
credited with discovering the Americas; the
region later saw the worst kind of exploita-
tion at the hands of colonial powers of the
time. The US obtained freedom from the
imperialist British. But black people contin-
ued to be slaved. It is an historical fact that
all societies where division on the basis of
ethnicity and race is promoted eventually
move towards anarchy and destruction.

The American Civil War, that recorded
causalities of more than 600,000 people,
was fought from 1861 to 1865. As per the
country’s history, the root cause of the
conflict was slavery. The country was di-
vided into slave states, where slavery was

allowed, and free states, where it was ille-
gaL' People, mostly abducted from the
African continent, were openly sold as
slaves In Amefican markets, Legally, they
were dented their basic human rights and
had to remain duty-bound to their masters
for their entire Lifetime. Masters treateq

their slaves very harshly, so much so that
they were even allowed to murder their
slaves as punishment. '

After the end of the civil war, Abraham
Lincoln emerged victorious as a national
leader. He played a pivotal role in protect-
ing the slaves and convincing all states to
prohibit the practice. The 13th Amend-
ment he had passed through the Congress
maintained that, “Neither slavery, nor in-
voluntary servitude, except as a punish-
ment for crime whereof the party shall
have been duly convicted, shall exist
within the United States, or any place sub-
Ject to their jurisdiction.”

Later through the the 14th Amend-

ment equal citizenship was granted to,
“all persons born or naturalised in the

United States”, which included former
black slaves who were liberated follow-
ing the civil war. The National Freedom
Day is actually the idea of a former slave
named Richard Wright. He founded the
National Freedom Day Association to
build consensus among all segments of
society to observe a national day to cele-
brate the freedom of all Americans .In
this regard, he suggested marking Febru-
ary 1 as the annual day to observe the
signing of the 13th Amendment. Just after
one year of his demise in 1947, both
houses of the US Congress passed a bill
to recognise the day as the National Free-
dom Day. The proclamation was signed
into law by US President Harry Truman.
Today, the day is celebrated in the US
and foreign missions with a firm commit-
ment that America is the land of the free,
and will keep promoting freedom at any
cost. Every year, special ceremonies are

held to acknowledge the positive role of
Abraham Lincoln. I believe the ideology be-
hind celebrating the freedom day played a
pivotal role in transforming the US into a
superpower. After the end of the colonial
era, the US emerged as a ray of hope for all
those who believed in liberty, freedom,
democracy and human rights. During my

.various visits to America, I personally ob-

served that today, Americans belonging to
diverse backgrounds are allowed to play an
active role in every field of life.

Invention of the internet, computer and
other scientific research, space missions,
enrolment of foreign students in US varsi-
ties, granting scholarships and fellowships,
development aid, popularity ef Hollywood
movies and video games and strengthening
democracy are some of the things that have
won the hearts and minds of the interna-
tional community. At a time when the So-
viet bloc comprised dictator-ruled coun-
tries, the USled Western bloc was
promoting positive values. Since its incep-
tion, Pakistan has aligned itself with the US
on the basis of principles.

There is also a lesson in this for the Pak-
istani nation: that if it wants to be counted
among the Asian Tigers, it will have to root
out all kinds of discrimination and biasness
in society. On the occasion of this National
Freedom Day, [ would like to appeal to all
peace-loving Americans to join hands with
us and promote Abraham Lincoln’s vision
of freedom for all human beings.

The writer is 2 member of the National
Assembly and patroa-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Coancil

Twitter: @EVankwasi

48

7

Scanned with CamScanner


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

THENEWS

Friday, January 26, 2018

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani

he serial killer who
raped and mur-
' dered seven-ycar-
old Zainab has fi-

nally been arrested in
Kasur. A person performing
such horrific crimes is not even worthy
lo be called a human.

However, the Kasur tragedy is not
the first criminal case; a number of in-
nocent children have been raped and
killed in the past. After Zainab's case
emerged, similar cases of child abuse
were reported from other parts of the
country, including from Mardan. It is a
matter of shame that internationally our
beloved homeland is referred to as a
country where society’s most vulnera-
ble segment face severe exploitation. In
response to innocent Zainab's murder, a
series of violent protests erupted across
the country. While endorsing the pub-
lic's demand for strict punishment for
the brutal murderer, | would like to de-
fine concrete strategies to keep other
children safe in future.

Every religion teaches to behave po-
litely with children. Even during wars it
is not permitted to harm children.
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) always
showed special mercy to children. In
Hinduism too, children are declared a
special gift of God and should be pro-
tected at any cost. Termed the future of
a country, developed nations have ac-
corded special attention to children’s
protection and personality develop-
ment. The United Nations in its Conven-

N

tion on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
defines a child as any human being
under the age of 18. The countries thal
endorsed this convention are bound to
ensure the protection of children in
their respective societies.

I have repeatedly upheld the view
that providing children a safe environ-
ment 80 as to keep them free from phys-
ical abuse is the primary responsibility
of a parent. The Kasur incident is an ex-
ample of our moral degradation. Only
blaming the government and the police
while ignoring the parents’ role and so-
cial responsibilities is not an appropri-
ale step.

As far as parental duties are con-
cerned, the UNCRC directs member
states to allow parents of children less
than 18 years of age to exercise their
parental duties to nurture their chil-
dren. In Western countries parents
have to face legal action, even impris-
onment, if negligence is proven in a
court of law.

Some of us are more concerned
about the safety of our wealth. Hiring
guards and installing CCTV cameras
around our business office premises
shows how concerned we are for the
safety of our corporations. In our ab-
sence, we ensure our partners to take
care of all the professional dealings. On
the other hand, we are generally care-
less about our children.

The fact that horrific child abuse
cases happen in developed countries
too shows that neither the government
nor the police are able to keep an eye
on every child round the clock. In fact,
these serious crimes happen behind the

Our responsibility

curtain and only an active role of par-
ents can prove helpful in preventing
them.

In today's digital age, it is much cas-
ier to ensure child protection with the
help of smart phones. Location tracking
applications installed in children’s cell
phones can keep parents informed of
their movements. Similarly, children
must be made aware to use social
media safely. They must be made to un-
derstand that sharing personal informa-
tion on the internet can be dangerous
for the entire family.

Children must be advised to keep
healthy friendships with fellows of their
own age group; unnecessary outdoor
visits should be discouraged. Elder peo-
ple of the neighbourhood should con-
sider all children to be their own. If par-
ents are travelling, they must give their
children in the care of trustworthy fam-
ily elders. In my personal view, grand-
parents can play a positive role in safe-
guarding them.

There is also a dire need to intro-
duce legislation about parental respon-
sibilities. At the time of marriage regis-
tration, the newly-wed couple must
pass a wrilten test about their new du-
ties of raising a family. The government,
with the collaboration of civil society
organisations, must also introduce
guidelines for parents to focus on their
duties towards protection of children
under the age of 18 years.

The writer is a member.of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hiadn Council.

Twitter: @RVankwani

\

49

Scanned with CamScanner



https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

THENEWS

Friday, January 19, 2018

Dr Ramesh Kumar-Vankwani

oday every Pakistani
political leader ac-
tively participates in

religious ceremonies
of non-Muslims, such as Holi,
Diwali and Christmas. Re-
cently, Pnme Minister Shahid Khagan Ab-
basi also attended the Hinglaj Prat Asthan
ceremony of the Hindu community in
Ghotki, Sindh.

However, there is a strong perception in
the imtemnational community that the non-
Muslim population in Pakistan is under-
threat. Recently, the US enlisted Pakistan in
aspecial walch list for ‘severe violations of
religious freedom™ This was not the first
time that something bike this had happened
as similar reports have emerged in the past
t0o. But instead of just rejecting these re-
ports. the solution is to find reasons due to
which the world points fingers at us. And
being the patron-in-chief of the Pakistan
Hindu Council and a non-Muslim partiamen-
tanan. I feel it is my national responsibility
1o express my views on this sensitive issue.

Pakastan 1s supposed to be a Muslim ma-
jority democratic country. Religious free-
dom, both in an Islamic and a democratic
country. i an essential pant of society. On
vanous occasions, | referred to the Charter
of Medina which ensures equal civic rights
for noa-Mushns: There can be no two opin-
ions that nor-Mushims had autonomy and
religious freedom in Medina - the first Ls-
lamic socety of the world Similarly, the
Quaid<Azam wanted all Pakistan citizens,
regartless of whether they belonged (0 a ni-
nonty of 2 ma)xxy, 1o play their due role in
transformng the rewty-esiablished country
it a model for devedoped. prosperous and
peaceful comtnes.

Hindu politician Jogandra Nath Mandal
was one of the most prominent non-Muslim
who was a pan of th Pakistan Movement.

There s 2o a bz b= of sacrifices and con-

-

A matter of respect

tributions of non-Muslim Pakistani citizens.
The late Justice Rana Bhagwandas is known
as a pride of this country’s judiciary because
of his honesty, commitment and principles.

Although the Quaid-e-Azam always em-
phasised on a united nation but it is ex-
tremely unfortunate (hat after his sad de-
mise we divided ourselves into majority
and minority communities. Today, every
political party has a minority wing. Instead
of ensuring genuine representation of non-
Muslims in parliament, bluc-eyed candi-
dates from religious minorities are im-
posed on the basis of personal likings and
disliking. Such so-called non-Muslim rep-
resentatives neither have their roots in the
community nor do they have the courage
to represent Pakistan on an intermational
level. In my view, General Musharraf intro-
duced reserved seats in violation of the
Quaid-e-Azam'’s vision, and also created
hatred and division among the Pakistani
society. The democratic solution, follow-
ing the example of the Azad Kashmir As-
sembly, is to have at least 15 constituen-
cies from where non-Muslim candidates
can contest elections.

Similarly, the Sindh Assembly unani-
mously passed a bill to prevent forced con-
versions and marmages but a few extremist
non-democratic elements succeeded in hav-
ing it withdrawn, and there is no chance for
this much-awaited bill to be implemnented in
the near future. Such incidents send nega-
tve messages Lo the international commu-
nity. For 70 years, Pakistani Hindu commu-
nity was living without a Hindu Marriage
Act. In case of kidnappings, poor victims'
families had no option to seck legal justice.
It was after tireless efforts (hat the Hindu
Marriage Act was passed by the parliament,
although much was compromised.

Some misleading content in our school
curriculum is also a root cause of intoler-
ance, one example can be the way the Som-
neth Temple incident is depicted. In this re-
gard, I believe that the seriousness of our
political parties and implementation of the

Supreme Court's June 19th, 2014 detailed
decision can bring about positive results.
Itis quite natural that a person who has
an emotional affiliation with their property
is able to look after it effectively. After the
partition, the then leadership of Pakistan
and India had a mutual understanding on
the issue of evacuee property. Till today,
India appoints a Muslim parliamentarian to
look after the property that belongs to
Muslims. Similarly, Israel appoints an Arab
[sraeli Muslim citizen to take care of holy
places of Muslims. But our SC's recent re-
marks about the performance of the Evac-
uce Trust Property Board are eye-opening
for all of us. I strongly support the appoint-
ment of a Hindu bureaucrat of above
grade-20 or a Hindu retired judge for this
important post.
~ The intermational community also ob-
serves that non-Muslims in Pakistan are
being ignored in various consultation
processes related to national issues. There
was no representation of non-Muslims in
the All Parties Conference (APC) called for
formulating the National Action Plan,
whereas other examples include formula-
tion of the 18th amendment and electoral re-
forms committees. This same situation czn
be observed in majority of other institutes.
We need to ensure active participation of
non-Muslim citizens on the basis of merit.
Appointing qualified non-Muslims as heals
of national institutes, such as the planni: 3
commission, the State Bank, PTA, OG!A
and PEMRA, ete, can project a posit ¢
image of Pakistan. A non-Muslim Pakist. !
envoy in the West is in a better positior
handle such allegations. To counter inter
tional conspiracics, we need to keep ur
in our ranks and establish a relation of i -
spect, brotherhood and tolerance with every
fellow citizen.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the’
Pakistan Hindu Conncil.

Twitter: @RVankwani

-

50

Scanned with CamScanner


https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

Friday, January 5, 2018

Circles of influence

Dr Ramesh Kumar Vanimwani

S President Donald
Trump's New Year
tweet has disturbed
the entire country

due to the fact that he totally
. ignored Pakistan’s sacrifices
made during the war against terror All po-
litical leadership and schoois of theught.
are rightly on one page to ask the govern-
ment 1 review its US foreign policy.
Astate while defining its foreign policy,
especially one to deal with a superpower,
has to no doubt be very tactful and careful.
Being 2 Pakistani, it must be ai honour for
us that hundreds of years agc, 2 wise
philosopher born in our ternitory SLC<.ss-
fully demonstrated the at o1 designing an
effective foreign policy to deal wiih state-
(ostate relations. Belonginig from what is
today known as Taxila, Kautilya or
Chanakya, was a teacher philosopher,
writer and adviser whose wicdom helped
an ordinary man like Chandrogupla estub-
lish the great Maurya Empirc. (lankaya
was known for possessing ali yood quali-
ties of the Brahmins defined in the Holy
Vedas. such as kindness. czpability to for-
give, follower of truth, self-control, hatred
for sin. knowledge seeker and 8 promoter
of educazion. Chandragupta, following his
valuahle advice defeated armies of Alexan-
der The Great, a superpower of that lime.
Almost 2,500 years ago, (hanakya au-
thored the ancient Indian political trea-
tise Arthashastra. The book. originally In
Sanskrit is often referred (o as ‘The sci
ence of polmes’ but I call 1t ‘The boqk of
peace and prosperity’ as it also prQ\’ldffs
guidelines for every ruler to mamntain
Peace and stability on national and re-
gonal levels. Traditionally, every ancient

-

Indian king was required to study this
book to learn the art of good governance.
The teachings of Arthashastra seem to be
applicable even in today's modern world
As a royal adviser to the Maurya Empire,
Chanakya presented lus theory of interna-
tional system called the ‘Rajamandala,
meaning the circle of states. He empha-
sised on every state forming a circle of
neighbouring states wherein the hostile
states ave required fo fulfil interests of the
most powerful state.

According to him, it is quite natural for
anuer to merease their circle of influence
and feritory to the greatest extent possi-
ble. Sunilany, the rival of the powerful
state also forms ifs respective circle of in-
flyence. The hostile state located within
the ciccle of he first state has two options,
wither to accept the authority of the neigh-
bour:ng state or join the circle of the sec-
ond state 50 as Lo maintain regional stabil-
ity. This is the logic (Chanakya used to
define the universal truth that my enemy’s
enemy is my friend but due to our lack of
knowledge about him, we criticise
Chanakya, assuming that he taught us to
keep pleasant relations with non-neigh-
bouring countries.

Elaborating on his foreign policy, the
philosopher discussed in detail that a
state’s self-interests and security come
above all else, and that it must be any
ruler’s topmost priority to pursue these na-
tional interests. He believed that pushing
the state towauds peace and progress is a
prervquisite Lo ensuring a peaceful socicty.
Chanakya was completely aware (hat
there generally are forcign elements be-
hind unrest in any state, and in this regard,
he advised rulers to follow a responsible
foreign policy that takes into considera-
tion the situation and relations with the

other state.

Chanakya described six importan_t‘
diplomacy tactics in Arthashastra; ‘samdhi
(making peace) which means entering into
peace agreements with other states; VI-
gralia’ (waging war) meaning (o crush
enemy stales through military power,
‘asand’ (do nothing) when there is nothing
(o gain [rom either signing treaties or wag-
ing wars; ‘yana' (preparation for war). to
scare the enemy state; ‘samsraya’ (seeking
protection) to get help from stronger state
for the sake of people and ‘dvaidhibhava’
(dual policy) to deal with multiple enemy
states at once by making peace with one
rival state for the purpose of weakening
the strength of the other enemy state..In
his book, he observes that bilateral rela-
tions with other states can never be per-
manent as they depend on varying level of
interests. According to him, mutual inter-
ests bring two states closer, after a state
achicves its interests, it can observe one-
sided coldness in bilateral relations.

Today, we cannot afford a confronta-
tion with the US but we can seck guid-
ance from Chanakya's teachings for a bet-
ter understanding of the Pak-US bilateral
relations. Pakistan has no doubt been a
part of the US's circle of influence since
day one but the recent Jerusalem issue in
the UN has proved that other global cir-
cles are also emerging. Keeping all senti-
ments aside, Pakistan must not get in-
volved in irrelevant conflicts of other
states instead should react wisely and
face the American pressure smartly. We
must not forget that the prime objective
of an c_ffectwc foreign policy is to secure
peace in the country.

The writer is a member of the National
Assembly and patron-in-chief of the
Pakistan Hindn Council.

Twitter: @RVankwani
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